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Welcome 
  
Dear Year 8 

As you approach the next three years of your education, you will be able to make some 

choices about which courses you wish to pursue to GCSE. This is one of the most important 

decisions you will make during your time at Chenderit. The choices you make now start to 

shape your future opportunities for college, university and employment. It is important that 

you think carefully about your options and talk widely with your parents and teachers. 

The options process presents you with a genuine opportunity to compile a personalised 

curriculum appropriate to you. In creating the range of optional subjects, we have attempted 

to consider every interest and enthusiasm. Students of different aptitudes and abilities 

should be able to create a selection of courses that fulfil their ambitions and interests. Along 

with this, the compulsory core subjects, such as English, mathematics and science, will 

enable you to follow any future career pathways.  

You will be aware that if you choose a route, which combines English, mathematics, science, 

history or geography and a modern foreign language, you will be eligible to secure the 

English Baccalaureate. This will be an important combination of subjects for students 

thinking of going to university in the future.  

Genuine interest and enthusiasm in a subject are always a sound basis from which to start 

the selection process. The choices are for you and your parents to make. We will always be 

happy to provide you with advice and guidance; but we are insistent that the choice is yours. 

I do hope you find the information in this booklet helpful. If you need to seek clarification from 

me, staff in subject departments or from any of my senior colleagues, please do not hesitate 

to approach any of us. I am very confident that you will go on to achieve high levels of 

success in this very important phase of your studies and we will be here to support you in 

every way that we can.  

Good luck 

 

Jack Armstrong 

Assistant Headteacher 
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About this booklet 

 
This Key Stage 4 course booklet sets out the subjects available for you to study at 

Chenderit. It introduces a range of additional academic and vocational choices for you to 

select in readiness for the final phase of your compulsory secondary education.  

The subjects that Chenderit students are required to study up to 16 years of age ensure that 

the doors of opportunity for most careers and vocations will remain open to you. 

Nevertheless, some choices must be made: what subjects must I definitely prioritise for 

my career ambitions? Should I select some courses which are more for pleasure than 

academic purposes? These are examples of the type of questions that you will need to 

consider.  

The opportunities we offer our students during Key Stage 4 will include: 

• General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) in a range of subjects  

• Vocational qualifications (e.g BTEC courses) 

• A clear progression of courses into the Sixth Form, and then on to Higher Education 

through academic or vocational routes  

• An extensive range of extracurricular activities such as residential experiences, 

competitive and individual sports, performing arts, academic clubs, social change 

action groups, music tuition and the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.  

Chenderit’s curriculum aims to provide opportunities beyond the minimum National 

Curriculum requirements. 
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Timeline 

 

 

 

24th

January

• Year 8 Options Assembly 

26th

January

• Year 8 Subject Fair 

1st/2nd

March

• Year 8 into 9 course interviews

10th

March

• All choices forms completed
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Subjects - CORE 
 

 

English Language 

English Literature 

Mathematics 

Combined Science 

Personal Development (PSHE and tutor time) 

 Religious Studies 

Physical Education - Core 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 

Course Title:    GCSE English Language 
Exam Board and Course 
Number:   

AQA 8700 

Web Link to course https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-
8700/specification-at-a-glance 

Final Exam Percentage: 

  
100% 

Number of final exams: 

  
Two 

Non-Exam Assessment 
Percentage: 

0% 

Non-Exam Assessment 
requirements:  

Not applicable 

Tiered Papers No tiers – One paper only 
Grades Available:  Grades 9-1   
Brief Description of Course 
This is a course which covers English Language. The AQA English Language specification aims to 
encourage learners to read a wide range of texts fluently and critically, write effectively, accurately and 
coherently for different audiences and purposes and to speak clearly and confidently in a range of 
contexts.  
Students complete two examinations focusing on communicating information and ideas and exploring 
the effects and impact language and structure have on readers. Learners focus on reading and writing 
non-fiction texts and they will read and compare texts too. Students will study one 19th century non-
fiction text and one 20th or 21st century text. Students will write a piece of original non-fiction 
writing.   Learners will also read and respond to literary prose texts from the 20th and 21st centuries.  
Speaking and Listening is a compulsory GCSE qualification which is now an endorsement and 
reported separately; it is no longer part of the English Language grade. 
Year 9, Year 10 & Year 11 

Focus on examinations: 
• English Language – Explorations in creative reading and writing- 1 hour  45 written paper- 

worth 50% of the final GCSE grade 
• English Language - Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives - 1 hour 45 written paper- worth 50% 

of the final GCSE grade 

Specialist Equipment Required 
• A green pen (to make improvements to their class work and Pre Public exam paper responses) 
• Support study material can be purchased from the English Department 
• A dictionary and a thesaurus 

Additional Information 

Helpful websites:  
www.gcsepod.com  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z3gqmnb/revision/1  
Massolit .io 
Mr Bruff, Stacey Reay and  Mr Salles videos on YouTube  
Progression 
Further study – A level English Literature or English Language and Literature. 
University courses will require at least a grade 5 in English Language. 
Possible careers – most career opportunities require and value a good grade in English Language.  

For further details, please 
contact: 

Mr A Lindsay 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z3gqmnb/revision/1
http://www.audiopi.co.uk/
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 

Course Title:    GCSE English Literature 
Exam Board and Course Number:   AQA 8702 
Web Link to course https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-

literature-8702/specification-at-a-glance 
Final Exam Percentage:   100% 
Number of final exams:  2 
Non-Exam Assessment Percentage: 0% 
Non-Exam Assessment requirements:  Not applicable 
Tiered Papers No tiers – 1 paper only 
Grades Available:  9-1 

Brief Description of Course: 
Overview: This is a course which covers English Literature. It aims to encourage learners to be 
inspired, motivated and challenged by following a broad, coherent and engaging course of study.  
Learners will study texts which include one Shakespearean play (‘Romeo and Juliet’), a wide selection 
of poetry since 1789 (we cover the AQA ‘Love and Relationships Anthology,’), one 19th century novel 
(‘A Christmas Carol’) and one piece of modern drama, ‘An Inspector Calls’.  
The GCSE is designed to develop knowledge and skills in reading, writing and critical thinking. 
Learners will develop their expertise in reading literature critically and evaluatively, making 
connections across their reading, and articulating informed, independent interpretations of texts, both 
studied and unseen.   

Year 9, Year 10 & Year 11       
Focus on examinations: 

• Paper 1 - Shakespeare and the 19th century novel- 1 hour 45 - 40% of final grade 
• Paper 2 – Modern texts and poetry – 2 hours 15 minutes - 60% of final grade 

Specialist Equipment Required 
• AQA anthology- provided by the examination board 
• Focus texts for the various units. Students are encouraged to purchase their own texts in 

order that they can make marginal notes and annotations. The only exception is the Poetry 
Anthology which we supply through the examining body. 

• A green pen (to make improvements to their class work and Pre-Public exam paper 
responses) 

• Support study material can be purchased from the English Department 
• A dictionary and a thesaurus  

Additional Information 

Helpful websites: 
www.gcsepod.com  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/ 
http://www.westexe.devon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/An-Inspector-Calls-Revision-Guide.pdf  
www.clickrevision.com  
Mr Salles, Stacey Reay and Mr Bruff videos on YouTube 
Massolit.io 
Progression 

Further study – A level English Literature or English Language and Literature. 
Possible careers: journalism, P.R., teaching, academia. English Literature offers a huge range of skills 
relating to analysis, rhetoric, writing, linguistic craft and socio- and psychological understanding that 
can be developed as transferable skills relevant to many different careers. 
For further details, 
please contact: 

Mr A Lindsay  

http://www.gcsepod.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/
http://www.westexe.devon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/An-Inspector-Calls-Revision-Guide.pdf
http://www.clickrevision.com/
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MATHEMATICS 
 

Course Title:  GCSE Mathematics 
Exam Board and Course 
Number: 

Edexcel 1MA1 (Linear) 

Web Link to course http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/mathematics-2015.html 

Final Exam Percentage:  100% 
Number of final exams:  3 (1 non-calculator and 2 calculator papers) 
Non-Exam Assessment 
Percentage: 

0% 

Non-Exam Assessment 
requirements:  

Not applicable 

Tiered Papers 2 tiers – higher & foundation 
Grades Available:  Higher Paper. Grades 9-4  

Foundation Paper. Grades 5-1 

Brief Description of Course 
Year 9: 
Students in Year 9 begin their GCSE curriculum, covering approximately the first half of the course. 
Our course covers the 5 main strands of mathematics; number, algebra, ratio, proportion and rates of 
change, geometry and measures, probability and statistics. The Year 9 part of the course is formed 
of 8 units of work that build on the work completed in Years 7 and 8.  
Students will be constantly assessed by their teachers through class work and homework. In addition, 
students will complete a one-hour assessment at the end of each term, and a 30-minute assessment 
after each topic and will be given detailed feedback on any areas of weakness they need further 
practice in. They will complete a final assessment at the end of the year on all the content covered up 
to this point.  
In this GCSE they will also learn to apply the functional elements of mathematics in everyday and real-
life situations, enhancing their problem solving skills through multi stage questions 

 

  
Year 10:          
Students will be taught topics from the five strands; number, algebra, ratio and proportion and rates of 
change, geometry and measures, probability and statistics. In GCSE they will also learn to apply the 
functional elements of mathematics in everyday and real-life situations.  
Students are constantly assessed by their teachers through their written class work and set homework. 
There will be regular formal tests to provide further guidance on the level of knowledge and 
understanding of the student. An estimated GCSE grade is given after each of these tests, allowing 
students to recognise and work on areas to improve.     
Students will complete a GCSE paper at the end of the year consisting of content covered up to this 
stage.                         
 
                                                                                                                                                   
Year 11: 

Students will complete the GCSE course having covered all five strands; number, algebra, ratio and 
proportion and rates of change, geometry and measures, probability and statistics. Students will be 
directed towards the appropriate tier of entry, determined from assessment performances in year 9 
and 10.  
They will practise their new mathematical skills through exam question practice, termly and mid- termly 
assessments and 2 Pre-Public examinations at the end of term 2 and term 3. They will also be given 
key revision resources including targeted grade exam booklets and past exam papers.  

  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
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Specialist Equipment Required 
 
All students require the following equipment: 

• Pen and pencil 
• Protractor and ruler 
• Pair of compasses 
• Scientific calculator  

Additional Information 

 
Useful websites at GCSE:  
http://www.mathswatch.co.uk/ 
https://www.mrbartonmaths.com 
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk 
https://www.corbettmaths.com 
 
Useful websites at A level: 
http://www.mei.org.uk/ 
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk  
Progression 

 
Further study: Students who achieve a grade 6 or above have the opportunity to study  
A-level Mathematics in the sixth-form. 
Possible careers: The majority of universities, employers and college courses require a minimum of a 
grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics. If students continue to study Maths at A-level they will have 
numerous opportunities open to them including engineering, accountancy, medicine and teaching to 
name just a few.   
For further details, 
please contact: 

Mr M Byford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mathswatch.co.uk/
https://www.mrbartonmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
http://www.mei.org.uk/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
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COMBINED SCIENCE 
 

Course Title:   

  
Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Combined Science 

Exam Board and Course 
Number:   

Edexcel 1SCO 

Web Link to course http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/sciences-2016.html 

Final Exam Percentage: 

  
100% 

Number of final exams: 

  
6 (Each exam is 1hr 10mins) 

Non-Exam Assessment 
Percentage: 

0% 

Non-Exam Assessment 
requirements:  

Not applicable 

Tiered Papers 2 tiers – Foundation & Higher 
Grades Available:  Higher tier  - grades 9-4 

Foundation tier - grades 5-1  
Brief Description of Course 
The combined science qualification contains the topics that will be covered across the 3 years.   
Year 9: 
Biology – paper 1 
Topic 1 – Overarching 
concepts in biology 
Topic 2 – Cells and control 
Topic 3 – Genetics  

Chemistry – paper 1 
Topic 1 – Formulae, equations 
and hazards 

 
Topic 2 – States of matter 

 
Topic 3 – Methods of 
separating and purifying 
substances 

 
Topic 16 – Earth and 
atmospheric science 
 

  

Physics – paper 1 
Topic 1 – Overarching concepts in 
physics: motion, forces and 
conservation of energy 
Topic 2 – Waves 
Topic 4 – Particle model – 1 
Topic 5 – Radioactivity 
Topic 6 – Astronomy  

Year 10:          
Biology – paper 1 
Topic 4 – Natural selection 
and genetic modification 
Topic 5 – Ecosystems and 
material cycles 
Biology – paper 2 
Topic 1 – Overarching 
concepts in biology  

Chemistry – paper 1 
Topic 1 – Overarching 
concepts in chemistry 
Topic 4 – Acids 
Topic 5 – Obtaining and using 
metals 
Topic 6 – Electrolytic 
processes 
Topic 7 – Reversible reactions 
and equilibrium 
Chemistry – paper 2 
Topic 1 – Overarching 
concepts in chemistry 
 

  

Physics – paper 1 
Topic 3 – Light and the 
electromagnetic spectrum 
Physics – paper 2 
Topic 1 – Overarching concepts in 
physics: motion, forces and 
conservation of energy 
Topic 7 – Energy – Forces doing 
work  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html
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Year 11: 

Biology – paper 2 
Topic 6 – Plant structures 
and their functions 
Topic 7 – Animal 
coordination, control and 
homeostasis 
Topic 8 – Exchange and 
transport in animals 
Topic 9 – Health, disease 
and the development of 
medicines 

  

Chemistry – paper 2 
Topic 12 – Groups 1, 7 and 0 
Topic 13 – Rates of reaction 
Topic 14 – Fuels 
Topic 15 – Heat energy 
changes in chemical reactions 
 

 

Physics – paper 2 
Topic 8 – Forces and their effects 
Topic 9 – Electricity and circuits  
Topic 11 – Magnetism and the 
motor effect 
Topic 13 – Particle model – 2  
Topic 14 – Forces and matter  

Specialist Equipment Required 
Protractor and calculator 
(goggles will be provided when necessary) 

  
Additional Information 

Revision available on; 
BBC bitesize, http://www.bbc.co.uk/education   
Doc Brown, www.docbrown.info websites. 
Revision guides at a reduced educational discount will be available. 

  
Progression 
Further study:  A-levels Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
Possible careers:  sciences, engineering, manufacturing, medicine, dentistry and veterinary.  

For further details, please contact: Dr C Haycock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrkw2hv
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.docbrown.info/
http://www.docbrown.info/
http://search.ucas.com/course/summary/10194/veterinary-nursing-and-bioveterinary-science?Vac=1&AvailableIn=2014&Query=vet&page=1&providerids=324&ret=results
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Personal Development (PSHE and tutor time) and 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 

Brief Description of Course 
At Key Stage 4 students will be taught PSHE Personal Development and Religious Studies 
combined. 
Students will ‘rotate’ between PSHE PD and RS on a termly basis. 
Throughout all modules of PSHE PD and Religious Studies students will be challenged to reflect on 
their opinions, what they think they already know, what they believe and how their beliefs and 
emotional wellbeing affect their behaviours in the short and long term.  
PSHE Personal Development 

 
During PSHE PD in KS4 students will study and reflect on a range of topics. The over-arching 
themes for the modules are Life in Modern Britain and ‘managing risk and staying safe’.  
Topics will include emotional wellbeing (including stress awareness and management), Relationships 
and Sex Education (RSE – now a compulsory requirement of all Schools’ curricula) (including 
pregnancy and abortion), drugs education, alcohol education, respecting diversity in society, careers 
and aspirations education, plus economic wellbeing and financial capability amongst others 
modules.  
 

Religious Studies 

 
Religious Studies offers students the chance to discuss philosophical and ethical issues from the 
perspective of different religions. The course aims to give a broad understanding of the beliefs and 
practices of two different religions and then allows students to apply those ideas to a philosophical or 
moral discussion.  All students will complete the Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies course content 
with most completing a GCSE exam in the subject at the end of Year 11.  
  

Course Title:  GCSE Religious Studies 
Exam Board and Course 
Number:  

Edexcel/Pearson 1RB0 

Web Link to course: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html 

Final Exam Percentage:

   
100% 

Number of Final Exams:

   
Two 

Tiered Papers: Not Applicable 
Grades Available:  9-1 
Brief Description of the Religious Studies Course 
This course offers two areas of study: Religion and Ethics and Religion, Peace and 
Conflict.  Students study two religions, Christianity and Islam, throughout the course.  A mixture of 
philosophical and ethical topics are analysed and evaluated by students.   

Specialist Equipment Required 

No specialist equipment is necessary for this course.  Some students may opt to buy revision books 
for Religious Studies in Year 11.  
Additional Information 

This new course aims to meet statutory requirements for both Religious Studies and PSHE PD within 
the curriculum. 
 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html
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Useful RS websites: 

 
www.rsrevision.com 
www.request.org.uk 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ 
Useful PSHE PD websites: 
https://www.nhs.uk 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk 
https://selfesteem.dove.com 
https://www.nhs.uk/changeforlife 
https://ceop.police.uk 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ 

  
Progression  

A great subject for examining the world around us which will benefit students throughout their lives. It 
is useful for anyone wishing to work in the public sector and the ethical considerations discussed 
during the course would help with a career in law or medicine. It also provides a good basis if you are 
considering a future in the social sciences or philosophy.  The course provides a good platform for 
the A-level Religious Studies Course which examines Religion, Philosophy and Ethics. 

  
For further details, 
please contact: 

Mr A Vickers (PSHE PD) and Mrs H Millan (RS) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://srv-ex-mail/owa/redir.aspx?C=UiLFJjiR40ay49Igttmgz3jLE7AU4s8IEHQXG1Y8F_F4D-3HhiYw_YCQP-j0pMlLCKnusMeIjT4.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.rsrevision.com
http://www.request.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
https://www.nhs.uk/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://selfesteem.dove.com/
https://www.nhs.uk/changeforlife
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Core 
 

Brief Description of Course 
Year 9: 
 
Students will have two dedicated hours of ‘core’ PE per week. Students will follow a termly rotation of 
activities designed to prepare them to be more independent in their activity choices and decisions 
during year 10 and 11. Major team games, racket sports, dance, aerobics and health related fitness 
are common activities. 

  
Year 10:          
 
Students will have two dedicated hours of ‘core’ PE per week. Students rotate around facilities and 
activities on a 3 / 4 weekly basis. Students are encouraged to take ownership of their learning and 
plan activity sessions based on the needs and desires of the group. Major team games, racket sports, 
dance, aerobics and health related fitness are common activities. 
 
Students will have an opportunity to follow the Sports Leaders Level 1 (nationally recognised) 
qualification. Working with primary school students out of school is an opportunity to develop personal, 
leadership as well as sporting skills. 

  
Year 11: 

 
Students will have two dedicated hours of ‘core’ PE per week. The format is similar to Y10 PE with an 
opportunity to change groups and work with others. 

  
Specialist Equipment Required 
 
Chenderit School PE sports kit depending on activity. 
(Students are briefed on Health & Safety for activities undertaken, so kit must be suitable and 
appropriate). 

  
Additional Information 

 
Extra-curricular opportunities continue through Y9, Y10 and Y11. 
Opportunities include school football, netball, rugby, hockey, badminton, athletics, cricket and 
rounders. Students in KS4 have also represented the school in table-tennis, swimming, equestrian 
activities, as well as in the traditional team games. 

  
For further details, please contact: Mr A Vickers 
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Subjects - Options 
 

 

Art: Painting and Drawing 

Business Studies 

Computer Science  

Design Technology 

Drama 

Food Preparation and Nutrition  

Geography 

Health and Social Care 

History  

Media Studies 

Modern Foreign Language (French and German)  

Music  

Physical Education 

Triple Science - Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
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ART: Painting & Drawing 
 

Course Title:     GCSE Art and Design (Fine Art) 
Exam Board and Course Number:   OCR J171 
Web Link to course http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-art-and-

design-j170-j176-from-2016/ 

Final Exam Percentage:   40% 
Number of final exams:   1 
Non-Exam Assessment Percentage: 60% 
Non-Exam Assessment 
requirements:  

Portfolio containing final painting plus supporting 
work, completed in Y10 and Y11 

Tiered Papers No tiers – 1 paper 
Grades Available:  9-1 

Brief Description of Course 
Year 9 & Year 10:          
The course begins by enabling students to build up their skill level ready for the assessment of 
GCSE Coursework in Year 10 and 11. Students learn a series of new approaches and 
techniques as well as developing and improving observational drawing and analytical skills. 
Students investigate the themes of “Still Life” and “Portrait” 
We are not expecting students to be brilliant artists when they start the course; so long as they 
are enthusiastic about the subject and committed to improving their skills they will be 
successful. Responding to advice, and spending time practising basic skills is the best way for 
students to make progress. As such, homework is an essential part of the course, with 
sketchbook assignments set every week.        
                                                                                                                                                         
                                                 
Year 10 & Year 11: 

In Year 10, students begin their own final major project based on the theme of “Identity”. 
Students are guided through this with the support of staff. Students take photographs; draw 
from observation; work with a range of media; investigate and analyse the work of artists; 
experiment and refine ideas; and finally create a personal response as a finished piece of work. 
All coursework (the final piece, and all the supporting work that goes towards it) is due in for 
assessment in January of Year 11, and is worth 60% of the final GCSE grade. At this point of 
the course, students begin to prepare for their final practical exam. The format for this is the 
same as for coursework: students select a theme that interests them, and have several weeks 
of their own time to prepare their response, with the final piece being painted in a ten hour 
practical exam, taking place over two days in the art room. There is no written exam. Again, 
during the preparation period students can have as much help as they ask for, and are 
encouraged to play to their strengths in order to achieve at the highest level they are capable of. 

  
Specialist Equipment Required 
No specialist equipment is required immediately, but at the start of the course we will give 
students the opportunity to purchase a basic GCSE Art pack that will contain the specialist 
materials that they will need for the course, including a large folder in which to store their 
ongoing practical work. We expect all students to take advantage of this, because we tend to 
find that students who do are more successful as they begin to take more pride in what they do 
and in the techniques and processes that they learn about. We know from experience, for 
instance, that students who draw with proper drawing pencils are able to complete a higher 
standard of work than those who do not. Some students find that as they develop their interest 
in the subject further, they are keen to purchase other equipment, and everything that they 
might find useful is available to buy through school. 

  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-art-and-design-j170-j176-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-art-and-design-j170-j176-from-2016/
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Additional Information 

Employers are always looking for potential recruits who are well-organised, observant and 
creative. The GCSE Art course is a perfect fit for developing all of these key skills. Art can be an 
inspirational subject to study, and students can gain much more than just practical art skills by 
studying it. Chenderit has a long history of success with the visual arts, and our facilities and 
staff expertise are second to none. If you are enthusiastic, willing to learn and determined to 
succeed, then the Art course is a great option choice. 

  
Progression 
Our history of good results means that many students go on to study art at A level at the school, 
with many of these going on to study art related courses at university. 
There are many careers that benefit from studying Art - Media, Architecture, Film, Fashion, 
Graphic Design, Advertising, Animation, Product Design, Arts Education, Interior Design, 
Landscape Design, Illustration, Arts Heritage, Jewellery Design, Conservation… the list goes 
on! Some students even go on to become artists in their own right, and you could do worse than 
becoming an art teacher as many students from Chenderit have. 
In fact, any career that you can think of that requires visual literacy in some way benefits from a 
GCSE in Art and Design.   

  
For further details, 
please contact: 

Mr T Christy 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 
 

Course Title:   

  
GCSE Business Studies 

Exam Board and Course 
Number:   

AQA 8132 

Web Link to course https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business/gcse/business-
8132/specification-at-a-glance  

Final Exam Percentage: 

  
100% 

Number of final exams: 

  
2 (50% for each paper) 

Non-Exam Assessment 
Percentage: 

0% 

Non-Exam Assessment 
requirements:  

No controlled assessment 

Tiered Papers No tiers 
Grades Available:  9-1 
Brief Description of Course 
Year 9: 
Year 9s will take part in a foundation year to give them an overview of the topics in the GCSE course. 
The topics are: 

• Enterprise and entrepreneurs 
• Business ethics 
• Methods of production 
• Recruitment and selection 
• Marketing 
• Personal finance 

Year 9 are assessed every term with a test, which is measured against the 9-1 grading system. There 
are other assessment opportunities throughout the year including presentations and project work. 
Students will learn through individual, pair and group tasks. 
 
The content learnt in the foundation year will give them an advantage when starting the GCSE course 
in Year 10, as they will be aware of general terminology and theories. 

  
Year 10: 

In Year 10, students will have the opportunity to learn the fundamental concepts and theories of 
starting and growing a business. They will be exposed to a wide range of terminology and will be 
encouraged to use technical terms in written and verbal assessments. Real businesses and current 
events will be linked to the content as much as possible. 
The exams are structured as follows: 

• Paper 1 – influences of operations and HRM on business activity 
• Paper 2 – Influences of marketing and finance on business activity  

Bearing this in mind, students will learn the theory in Year 10 that corresponds with Paper 1. This 
includes the following topics: 

• Business in the real world 
• Influences on a business 
• Business operations 
• Human resources 

Students will be given exam style questions throughout the year in order to help them prepare for 
future exams. They will have a test at the end of every term in order to monitor their progress and so 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business/gcse/business-8132/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business/gcse/business-8132/specification-at-a-glance
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we can praise students on topics they are excelling at and encourage them to revise areas for 
development. Paper 1 is worth 50% of the GCSE and it is a 1 hour 45 min external exam.  
Year 11: 
Students will learn the final topics in Year 11 that corresponds with Paper 2. This include the following 
topics: 

• Marketing 
• Finance 

These are the final two topics for the GCSE and they correspond with the content in Paper 2. They will 
be exposed to a wide range of terminology and will be encouraged to use technical terms in written 
and verbal assessments. Real businesses and current events will be linked to the content as much as 
possible. They will have a test at the end of every term in order to monitor their progress and so we 
can praise students on topics they are excelling at and encourage them to revise areas for 
development. When the content has been completed, students will take part in a series of mocks and 
exam technique lessons in order to fully prepare for the exams in Summer. Paper 2 is worth 50% of 
the GCSE and it is a 1 hour 45 min external exam.  
For further details, Please 
contact: 

 Miss A Willett 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
 

Course Title:    GCSE Computer Science 
Exam Board and Course 
Number:   

OCR J277 

Web Link to course https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-
from-2020/ 

Final Exam Percentage:  100% 
Number of final exams: 

  
2 written papers of 1 hour 30 minutes 
Computer Systems and Computational Thinking, algorithms and 
programming 

Tiered Papers No tiers – 1 paper only 
Grades Available:  9-1 
Brief Description of Course 
Year 9: 
Students will complete work on computer systems in their first year. They will be introduced to the 
CPU, computer memory and storage, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system 
security and system software. Through these topics it is also expected that students will become 
familiar with the impact of computer science in a global context through the study of ethical, legal, 
cultural and environmental concerns. 

  
Year 10:          
Within the second year of the course students will build upon the knowledge and understanding that 
they gained in year 9. Students will be encouraged to develop their awareness of algorithms and 
programming techniques. How to produce robust programs, computational logic, translators and 
facilities of computing languages and data representation. Students will also be required to become 
familiar with computing related mathematics. 

  
Year 11: 

Students will continue to expand on their understanding of the topics introduced in years 9 and 10. 
Students will be given the opportunity to undertake a programming task(s) during their course of study 
which allows them to develop their skills to design, write, test and refine programs using a high-level 
programming language. Students will be assessed on these skills during the written 
examinations.  Students will be allowed to demonstrate the key elements of computational thinking; 
thinking abstractly, ahead, procedurally, logically and concurrently. 

  
Specialist Equipment Required 

• Access to laptop or desktop computer for homework 
• Installation of Python software 
• Installation of text editor for HTML and JavaScript programming; e.g. Notepad ++ 
• Access to online SCRATCH software 

  
Additional Information 

Useful websites: 
https://www.samlearning.com 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ 
 

 

 

 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/
about:blank
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Progression 
• Further study opportunities 

o 3D computer generated Imagery (modelling & animation) 
o computer games technology 
o forensic computing and security 
o information technology management, information systems 
o software engineering 
o Web Design and Development  

Possible Careers 
• information systems manager 
• applications programmer 
• multimedia programmer 
• systems analyst or designer 

• Most ‘in demand’ skills in the last 12 months are programming and application development, project 
management, security, business intelligence/analytics, cloud/SaaS, virtualisation, networking, mobile 
applications and device management. 

•   
For further details, please 
contact: 

Mr K Smith 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Course Title:  

   
GCSE Design and Technology 

Exam Board and Course 
Number:   

AQA 8552 

Web Link to course: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-
and-technology-8552/specification-at-a-glance 

Final Exam Percentage:

   
50% 

Number of Final Exams:

   
1 

Non-Exam Assessment 
Percentage: 

50% 

Non-Exam Assessment 
Requirements:  

1 project and 1 x A3 coursework folder of supporting work 

Tiered Papers: No tiers – 1 paper only 
Grades Available:  9-1 
Brief Description of Course 
Year 9:          
If you like learning about and working with paper and boards, natural and manufactured timber, 
ferrous and non-ferrous metals, thermoforming and thermosetting plastics, natural and synthetic fibres 
and textiles in a practical working environment then this course is for you. 
Throughout the course, students will gain a good working knowledge of different materials through 
practical activities, assignments, written assignments and theoretical study including homework and 
workshop skill based activities. These will include working with tools and machinery, cutting, shaping, 
joining and finishing materials. ICT will also be used to assist with design work through CAD and 
CAM.  
Students will develop their understanding of health and safety, quality control, simple mechanical 
systems, electronic systems and control, products and applications throughout this course. 
Year Nine offers an introduction to the GCSE course and enables students to begin to consider their 
own individual strengths and preferences, in preparation for their NEA.  
  
Year 10 and Year 11: 

 
Students will continue to learn about the changing themes within Design and Technology and will 
develop their understanding and knowledge in preparation for the written exam. This will cover a range 
of content through written assignments and theoretical study including homework relating to emerging 
and new technologies, critical evaluation, energy, modern and smart materials, materials and 
components, design and market influences, sustainability, health and safety as well as the use of ICT 
within Design and Technology. The content will be taught through practical assignments and 
investigation work as well as through theory. The exam in year 11 will contain questions relating to 
paper and boards, natural and manufactured timber, ferrous and non-ferrous metals, thermoforming 
and thermosetting plastics, natural and synthetic fibres and textiles, so students will learn about all of 
these materials and processes.  

 
Towards the end of year 10 the non-exam assessment (NEA) project will be started once the context 
theme has been released from the exam board in June. The focus of the project is chosen by the 
student based on the released context theme and is normally undertaken in one material area and 
follows the design process from contextual research, to design brief, to making the product and then to 
final evaluation of the product. The whole project, including the creation of the product itself plus a 
supporting folder of evidence, is worth 50% of the final GCSE grade. Once the project is completed 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552/specification-at-a-glance
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attention will return to written assignments and theoretical study including homework which will aim the 
student towards examination revision and preparation which will include past paper questions, timed 
exam questions and exemplar answered exam questions.  

  
Specialist Equipment Required 
It is suggested that students have access to Google Sketch Up/OnShape on a home PC, Mac or 
laptop. The CAD software packages are both free to download and both are quite user friendly and 
intuitive 3D modelling packages. Additionally, there is a wealth of informative help videos available on 
YouTube to supplement students learning the software packages.  

  
Additional Information 

The course is a mix of both theory and practice, with students developing their specialist practical 
skills and understanding throughout the course. There will, of course, be the requirement to complete 
both folder work and homework as well as keeping a neat and organised folder of notes that can be 
used for revision and preparation prior to the final exam. 
Useful websites: 
www.technologystudent.com 
www.howstuffworks.com 
www.technology.org.uk 
www.britishdesign.co.uk 
www.dtonline.org    
www.designandtech.com 
  
Progression 
Further Study - This course can naturally lead onto taking an A level in Product Design. 
Possible Careers - a wide range of jobs and careers in engineering and manufacturing – from the 
building and construction industry through to apprenticeships in a wide range of skilled crafts, graphic 
design, marketing & advertising, corporate design, product design, industrial design, interior design, 
architecture, fashion, the textile industry, teaching…. The list goes on! 

  
For further details, please 
contact: 

Mr T Christy 
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DRAMA 
 

Course Title:   GCSE Drama 
Exam Board and Course 
Number: 

OCR J316 

Web Link to course: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-drama-j316-from-2016/ 

  
Final Exam Percentage:

   
40% Written Exam 

Number of final exams:

   
1 

Non-Exam Assessment 
Percentage: 

60% 

Non-Exam Assessment 
requirements:  

2 x 30% Internally Assessed 
and                                                           Externally moderated.   

Tiered Papers: No tiers – 1 paper only 
Grades Available:  9-1  
Brief Description of Course 

GCSE Drama gives students the opportunity to explore the subject from a range of perspectives by 
devising their own, original work; by bringing to life the work of a playwright; as theatre reviewers, 
developing their own thoughts on what makes drama and theatre successful; and as creative artists 
building and bringing a character to life through exploration and rehearsal.  The course develops 
students’ transferable skills such as interpersonal and social skills and developing students’ written 
analysis and appreciation of literature. 

  
Year 9:          
Students will be developing their knowledge, understanding and practical application of drama and 
theatre through exploring and developing their performance, directing and design skills through 
exploring the six areas of study, covering a breadth of drama styles.  Students will explore and develop 
their devising skills, creating and crafting their own performance work, working from a range of play 
extracts, and developing an appreciation of live theatre, through producing detailed evaluations of live 
performances seen.  Year 9 allows students to experience the three components, providing a solid 
grounding for the course, which are re-visited throughout the three years, ensuring students are in good 
stead for the final examinations. 

  
Year 10: 

Component 1 – Devising Drama:  Students will create a devised performance in groups from a stimuli 
provided by the exam board.  They can choose to work as a performer or designer.  All performances 
will be supported by a portfolio which is evidence of the students’ devising process. 

  
Year 11: 
Component 2 – Presenting and Performing Texts:  Students will study a selected text and will take 
a part in two performances of two extracts from the text. They can work as a performer or designer. 
Students must present at least one performance as part of a group. 
Component 3 - The exam component will be assessed at the end of the qualification and will be 1 hour 
and 30 minutes in length. Students will have to complete two compulsory sections. 
Section A: Students will be asked about preparing and performing a text. They will draw on the 
experience of studying a whole text during the course from a list set by the exam board. The questions 
will focus on the process of creating and developing a performance, working as a director, performer 
and designer, as well as the performance of a character from the text.  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-drama-j316-from-2016/
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Section B: This section asks the students to review a performance they have seen on their course. 
They will be primarily assessed on their ability to analyse and evaluate, but will also be marked on their 
accurate use of subject specific terminology. 
  
Specialist Equipment Required 
GCSE Drama (OCR) text book 
‘Find Me’ by Olwen Wymark 

  
Additional Information 

Students with an interest in the production side of theatre, (i.e. set, lighting or costume design), will 
have the opportunity to cover such aspects of interest throughout the course, but must be willing to 
participate in the acting components of the course.  

Progression 
The areas of study for the course have been selected to provide a smooth transition to the requirements 
of A-level Drama and Theatre Studies and related syllabuses. 

  
Skills Developed 

GCSE Drama actively engages students in the process of dramatic study in order to develop as effective 
and independent learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. Drama 
encourages students to work imaginatively and creatively in collaborative contexts, generating, 
developing and communicating ideas. 
Students will be able to reflect on and evaluate their own work and the work of others, developing their 
verbal and written analysis. 
Students will have the opportunity to apply various production values such as lighting as set design, and 
will be able to bring this to life and realise their outcome. 
Students will also consider and explore the impact of social, historical and cultural influences on drama 
texts and activities. 

  
Possible Careers 

Drama lends itself well to a wide range of careers, with lots of transferable skills such as leadership, 
the ability to analyse, and communication skills within group situations. Jobs that could follow on, 
could be events management, director, arts administration, lawyer, public speaker, playwright, 
journalist, drama therapist, theatre critic, lighting technician, set designer, artistic director, actor and 
performing arts teacher. 

  
For further details, 
please contact: 

Ms M Jackson-Pate 
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION 
 

Course Title:  

   
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 

Exam Board and Course 
Number:   

OCR J309 

Web Link to course http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/by-subject/food-preparation-and-
nutrition/ 

Final Exam Percentage:

   
50% 

Number of final exams:

   
1 

Non-Exam Assessment 
Percentage: 

50% 

Non-Exam Assessment 
requirements:  

Food Investigation Task 15% of total GCSE 
Food Preparation Task 35% of total GCSE 

Tiered Papers No tiers – 1 paper only 
Grades Available:  9-1 
Brief Description of Course 
Year 9:  
For the first part of the course students cook every alternate week and learn a wide range of new 
practical skills such as making shortcrust pastry recipes and Mediterranean and Indian cookery 
including different styles of bread. The theoretical part of the course includes nutritional information 
and how to achieve a balanced diet based on the government’s current advice on a healthy balanced 
diet, the specific dietary needs of different age groups and people with dietary disorders and a range 
of topical healthy eating issues and diet related health problems.  We also study food safety, the 
sensory properties of food and food science.    

Year 10:  
In year 10 students continue to expand their practical skills including homemade pasta, puff pastry 
dishes and complex dessert products. The theoretical part of the course includes more in depth study 
in macro and micronutrients and the factors which influence our choice of foods. During years 9 and 
10 students are also developing the skills required to complete the controlled assessment part of the 
course.  

  
Year 11: 
At the beginning of the year, students complete and submit the first course work project (15% of the 
final grade). For this, students are required, through practical experimentation, to investigate and 
evaluate an understanding of the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of 
ingredients and use the findings to make links with understanding of food science and practical 
cooking. Following this, the next coursework task will be released by the exam board (35% of the final 
grade). Students will consider and investigate the influence of lifestyle/life stage/dietary group/culinary 
tradition when developing menus for their chosen task and will then select appropriate dishes. Choice 
of dishes will be justified in relation to ingredients, organoleptic properties, skills and techniques, 
cooking methods and equipment, food provenance and seasonality. Learners plan the task and 
produce a clear sequence of work to include food safety and quality points. Students prepare, cook 
and present a menu of three complete dishes within a single session of three hours and will 
demonstrate a range of technical skills in the preparation, cooking and presenting of the menu. The 
final part of the theory work is based on food provenance and food supply. It will include food 
processing and food production, food technology, food security and culinary traditions. 

  
Specialist Equipment Required 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/by-subject/food-preparation-and-nutrition/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/by-subject/food-preparation-and-nutrition/
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Students will need an apron. Students will be required to provide ingredients for practical lessons. 
OCR Revision Guides can be purchased from school at reduced rates. Students are also asked to 
purchase a School Recipe book at a cost of £2. 

  
Additional Information  

The 3 year course is quite different from KS3 Food Technology and aims to equip students with the 
knowledge and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science and nutrition. 
Homework is an integral part of the course. Students are encouraged to keep up to date with current 
food and nutrition issues. Students must be willing to try a wide range of foods and cooking techniques 
and be aware that strong links are being made with a range of science topics. 

  
Progression  
We offer a Level 3 Food Science and Nutrition course in Key Stage 5 which is an A Level equivalent. 
There are a range of degree courses on offer based on Food Technology and Food and Nutrition. 
Graduates in Food Technology are in very short supply nationally and can pursue exciting careers. 
Possible careers in the food Industry include: new product development, health and safety, marketing, 
quality control, microbiology or food photography.   

  
For further details, please 
contact: 

Mrs J Rowe 
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GEOGRAPHY 
 

Course Title:    GCSE (9-1) Geography 
Exam Board and Course 
Number: 

Edexcel Geography B 

Web Link to course  GCSE 9-1 Geography B 

Final Exam Percentage:  100% 
Number of final exams:  3 exams: 

Component 1 - Global geographical issues - 1hour and 30 
minutes (37.5%),  
Component 2 – Geographical issues – 1 hour and 30 minutes 
(37.5%)  
Component 3 – People and environment issues – 1 hour and 30 
minutes (25%) 

Non-Exam Assessment 
Percentage: 

0% 

Non-Exam Assessment 
requirements:  

Not applicable 

Tiered Papers No tiers – 1 paper only 
Grades Available:  9-1 
Brief Description of Course 
Year 9: 
Preparation for GCSE and units from the new specification 

• Map skills revisited to include grid references, scale, direction, interpreting landscapes  
• Where in the world – Students find out where countries, cities, mountains and rivers are 

located, as well as a focus on regions like the Middle East, South America & Africa  
• Local fieldwork Investigation - data collection, analysis and presentation skills to include 

rocks of the UK and weathering processes and weathering investigation - fieldwork carried out 
in Middleton Cheney churchyard  

• Development dynamics – The causes and consequences of global inequalities 
• India - How is one of the world’s emerging countries managing to develop?  
• Glaciation 
• The UK’s evolving physical landscape – why the physical landscape of the UK varies in 

terms of geology, upland, lowland and what makes an area distinctive 
• Local Fieldwork Investigation – examining the flood alleviation scheme in Banbury 

  
Year 10:          

• Rivers – geology, processes and landforms, flooding and management 
• Challenges of an urbanising world – patterns and global trends 
• Mumbai – A megacity in an emerging country case study 
• Tectonic hazards – the causes and impacts of tectonic hazards in a variety of locations and 

the success of management, preparation and prediction  
• Climatic change – global atmospheric circulation, climate change and implications for the 

future 
• Climatic hazards – the causes and consequences of tropical storms and how people prepare 

and respond to them in different places around the world 
• Coastal change and conflict  - an introduction 
• Residential visit to Swanage, Dorset 

 
 
 

  
Year 11: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/geography-b-2016.html
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• Coastal change and conflict – What makes coastal landscapes distinctive, erosion, 
transportation and deposition. Management options and solutions 

• Fieldwork write-up 
• The UK’s evolving human landscape – the difference between a rural and urban area and 

why some areas have grown and others have declined 
• Field visit to Birmingham 
• Fieldwork write-up  
• People and the biosphere – the global distribution of the world’s biomes and how they are 

structured 
• Forests under threat – the structure, functioning and adaptations of the taiga and tropical 

rainforests and sustainable futures 
• Consuming energy resources – Classification of energy resources and where it can be 

found, the supply and demand for oil, environmental consequences and future development  
• Revision  

Specialist Equipment Required 
Students do not need to purchase anything specifically as all fieldwork equipment is provided, 
however students should ensure they have their basic stationery needs (a good set of colouring 
pencils, pens, ruler) as well as a compass and calculator. There are two textbooks to accompany this 
GCSE, and students will be advised of titles and codes if they want to purchase one. 

  
Additional Information 

Geography is a relevant and up to date subject examining both human and physical processes and 
issues that face different areas of the globe today. A wide variety of skills are developed over the 
GCSE course by way of carrying out geographical investigations and these will also be enhanced by 
opportunities to carry out fieldwork investigations. In year 9, students have the opportunity to carry out 
local fieldwork investigations in the village of Middleton Cheney and along the River Cherwell near 
Banbury Gateway. Every two years (for Year 9 and 10), students will have the opportunity to take part 
in a residential fieldtrip to Southern Italy (Vesuvius and Pompeii), with a focus on tectonic activity. In 
the summer term in year 10 there will be a residential fieldtrip to Swanage in which students will carry 
out many fieldwork techniques associated with coasts. There will be another fieldwork day in Year 11 
focusing on inner city redevelopment in Birmingham. 

  
Progression 
Further study:   
Geography A-level is a popular and exciting course involving further development of fieldwork skills 
which, in recent years, have included trips to Iceland and the North Norfolk coastline or Snowdonia. It 
is a strong academic subject that is widely respected and can accompany either science or maths 
based A levels or the arts and humanities based A levels.  
  
Possible careers: 
Employers highly value the skills and knowledge developed in Geography - Geography has had one of 
the highest post university employment rates of any degree course in recent years. Geography 
students acquire skills in decision making, report writing, data handling and analysis, as well as 
practical fieldwork skills working individually or as part of a team. Directly related career fields include 
meteorology, volcanology, climatology, town/transport planning, conservation and environmental work 
including hydrology, energy development and resource management, travel and tourism, and many 
more. 
For further details, please 
contact: 

Mrs E Taylor 
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 
 

Course Title:  

  
Cambridge National Certificate Level 1 and Level 2 in Health and Social 
Care 

Exam Board and Course 
Number:   

OCR  J835 

Web Link to course https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/health-and-
social-care-level-1-2-j835/ 

Final Exam Percentage:

   
40% 

Number of final exams:

   
1 

Non-Exam Assessment 
Percentage: 

60% 

Non-Exam Assessment 
requirements:  

2  coursework units are completed, each worth 30% of the final grade:  
1.Supporting individuals through life events 
2.Health promotion campaigns  

Tiered Papers No tiers – 1 paper only 
Grades Available:  This award is equivalent to a GCSE. It is graded from Distinction at Level 

2 to Pass at Level 1 

Brief Description of Course 
Year 9: 
Students develop the skills, knowledge and understanding needed as a foundation for the course.  
• The stages and pattern of human growth and developments 
• The different factors that can affect human growth and development 
• The development of self-concept and the different types of relationships 
• Major life changes and sources of support  

 
They will also complete the first piece of coursework  
 

 
1. Supporting individuals through life events 

In this unit, students will learn about life stages and the factors that affect them. They will 
understand expected and unexpected life events and the impact they will have on physical, 
social/emotional and socio-economic aspects in an individual’s life. 
Students will research the service providers and practitioners that can support individuals, 
recommend support and justify how this will meet the needs of a specific individual. 
 
Year 10:          
 
Students will complete 1 of the units: 

1. Health promotion campaigns 

In this unit, students will have the opportunity to explore the various public health challenges 
the country faces, the approaches used to encourage health and wellbeing and the 
importance of this to society. They will understand the factors affecting a healthy lifestyle so 
that campaigns can be designed to target different groups of people. 
Students will also learn how to plan and deliver their own small-scale health promotion 
campaign and how to evaluate their planning and delivery.         

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/health-and-social-care-level-1-2-j835/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/health-and-social-care-level-1-2-j835/
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Year 11: 

 
Students will complete 1 more unit: 
RO32: Principles of care in health and social care setting 
 

In this unit, students will learn about the importance of the rights of service users, person-
centred values and how to apply them. 
Students will also learn about the importance of effective communication skills when providing 
care and support for individuals using care settings and the procedures and measures used 
to protect service users and service providers such as safeguarding, hygiene and security. 

Specialist Equipment Required 
A4 ring folder to store resource sheets. 
Students may also find a pedometer useful. 

  
Additional Information 

Useful website: 
http://www.tes.co.uk/health-and-social-care-secondary-teaching-resources 
 
This course only goes ‘live’ from Sept 2022 therefore There are no new books or information to be 
found out about the course yet 

  
Progression 
 
Further study: This award in Health and Social Care can be used as a base to go on to study Health 
and Social Care in the sixth form at Chenderit or at college. These courses in turn may lead directly to 
employment or to further study at University. Apprenticeships in the allied health professions and 
caring services are another route achieved in the past by students with Health and Social Care.  
Possible careers: All areas of nursing and allied health professions, early years and foundation 
teaching, social work and social care. All careers could be with a variety of client groups. 

  
For further details, 
please contact: 

Mrs T Lester or Ms A Greening 
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HISTORY 

Course Title:   

  
GCSE History (9-1) 

Exam Board and Course 
Number:   

Edexcel (1HI0) 

Web Link to course Edexcel GCSE History (2016) | Pearson qualifications  

Final Exam Percentage: 

  
100% 

Number of Final Exams: 

  
3 exams: 
Thematic study and historic environment 30%, Period study and 
British depth study 40%, Modern depth study 30% 

Non-Exam Assessment 
Percentage: 

0% 

Non-Exam Assessment 
requirements:  

Not applicable 

Tiered Papers No tiers – all students take the same exams 
Grades Available:  9-1 

Brief Description of Course 
Year 9: 
Crime and Punishment in Britain, c1000-present  

• The nature and changing definitions of criminal activity 
• The nature of law enforcement and punishment 
• Case studies including the Gunpowder Plot; Pentonville Prison; Derek Bentley and the 

abolition of the death penalty 
• Whitechapel c.1870-C1900: Crime, Policing and The Inner City 

 
Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88 

• Elizabeth’s accession to the throne 
• Elizabeth and religion 
• Spain and the Armada 
• Elizabethan society 

  
Year 10:          
Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88 (continued from Year 9)  

• Elizabeth’s accession to the throne 
• Elizabeth and religion 
• Spain and the Armada 
• Elizabethan Society 

 
The American West c1835-c1895  

• The Plains Indians 
• Migration and settlement 
• Conflict and tension 
• Ranching and the cattle industry 

  
Year 11: 

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939 
• The Weimar Republic, 1918-29 
• Hitler’s rise to power, 1919-33 
• Nazi control and dictatorship, 1933-39 
• Life in Nazi Germany, 1933-39  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
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Specialist Equipment Required 
None: each subject option will have a specific textbook for class use. Revision guides are available to 
purchase for each unit.  

  
Additional Information 

Students study a variety of interesting topics covering British history and major world events across 
the 20th Century. The course builds on the content and skills developed in Years 7 and 8.  History is a 
valued, widely respected academic subject which can be used to gain entry to A-level courses and 
employment. 

Progression 
Further study: History at GCSE is an interesting and challenging subject which is well regarded by 
universities and future employers.  At A-level, history works well with either other arts/humanities 
subjects or for broadening a maths/science base. 
Possible careers:  the study of history allows students to pursue a wide range of different courses and 
careers from teaching to the law, journalism, the civil service and public relations. 
Former students have pursued a wide range of different courses and careers. A significant number of 
Chenderit students have gone on to study history at university, including at Oxford University. 

  
For further details, please 
contact: 

Mr W Gowers 
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MEDIA STUDIES 
 

Course Title:     GCSE Media Studies 
Exam Board and Course Number:
   

Eduqas (QAN - 603/1115/0) 

Web Link to course http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies/gcse/ 
Final Exam Percentage:   70% 
Number of final exams:   2 
Non-Exam Assessment 
Percentage: 

30% 

Non-Exam Assessment 
requirements:  

1 product from a choice of briefs  

Tiered Papers No tiers – 2 papers only 
Grades Available:  9-1 

Brief Description of Course 
Year 9:          
During year 9, students follow a Foundation Year, covering media analysis, targeting audiences and 
representation. Students will study a range of media products such as music videos, sitcoms, 
magazine front covers and general media language. The Foundation Year is designed to equip 
students with the skills and knowledge to access the set texts and coursework requirements in Year 
10 and 11. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Years 10 and 11: 

Students will study Component 1 and Component 2 throughout the two years. Students complete their 
controlled assessment (NEA) unit at the end of Year 10 from a choice of briefs (TV, magazine, 
website, music video, film posters). A wide range of media forms are studied as part of the curriculum 
in preparation for their final written exams at the end of Year 11, including magazine front covers, 
music videos, print adverts, newspapers, radio, video games and TV. 

  
Specialist Equipment Required 
The media department can provide all of the technical equipment that the course requires. However, it 
would be beneficial if students had access to a digital camera outside of school and had a memory 
card in school to back up work they complete in the Mac studio. 

  
Additional Information 

If you are interested in learning more about the theory and practice of industries worth over £977 
billion globally, then Media Studies might be for you.  As an academic subject, it could help you 
develop, and build on, the skills you need in other subjects. For example, just as in English, you will be 
analysing texts and communicating your findings. The main difference will be the range and type of 
texts studied: you won’t just be looking at written texts, but learning the language and theory of moving 
image texts (e.g. films, music videos, television drama).  Students will have opportunities to develop 
their creative potential and skills, for example producing your own magazine, putting together an 
advertising campaign or even making your own trailer. 

You should find this course relevant, up-to-date, challenging and with plenty of variety. It will help 
support you in developing skills applicable to a range of academic subjects, those subjects where 
analysis and written communication are important. It will also provide you with a more creative outlet 
to stretch and develop your imagination.   
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Progression 
Our history of good results means that often students go on to study media at A level at the school, 
with many of these going on to study media related courses at university. 
 
Media Studies students go on to do a range of A-Levels, including Media Studies, Film Studies, Film 
Studies, English Literature and English Language and Literature. As a GCSE in Media Studies is a 
wide-ranging course and gives a foundation in four different areas of the media, it will benefit many 
career paths. Students of Media Studies find work in a range of professions that require open and 
critical thought and the ability to hold a point of view, such as the media industry, teaching and law.  
For further details, please 
contact: 

Miss A Willett  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



37 
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES (French and 

German) 
 

Course Title:   

  
GCSE French / German 

Exam Board and Course 
Number:   

AQA 8652 French/ German is not yet published 

Web Link to course https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8652 
The new GCSE  specifications for languages are being approved at the moment. The final 

drafts will be available in spring, 2023  
Final Exam Percentage: 

  
Paper 1 Listening 25%   
Paper 2 Speaking 25% 
Paper 3 Reading  25% 
Paper 4 Writing    25% 

Number of final exams: 

  
4 

Non-Exam Assessment 
Percentage: 

0% 

Non-Exam 
Assessment  requirements 

Not applicable 

Tiered Papers 2 tiers – Foundation & Higher 
Students must take all four question papers at the same tier. All 
question papers must be taken in the same series. 

Grades Available:  Higher Tier (grades 9-4) 
Foundation Tier (grades 5-1) 

Brief Description of Course 
Course content (currently being approved by the government and exam board)        
During the course, students will be expected to understand and provide information and opinions 

about the following contexts relating to the students themselves and that of other people, including 
people in countries/communities where French/German are spoken. They will focus on 
developing skills in: listening, speaking, reading, writing and translation in the target language 
in a range of contexts.  
Assessment is set in the context of these three themes. 

• Theme 1: People and lifestyle 
• Theme 2: Popular culture 
• Theme 3: Communication and the world around us 

These themes will be taught across Y9, 10 and Y11.  
  
Specialist Equipment Required 
A bilingual dictionary for home study is recommended and students may bring these to school if they 
wish, however, dictionaries are also provided by the school for use in lessons. It would also be useful 
if students brought a notebook in which to record all new vocabulary they meet in lessons.   

  
Additional Information 

It is possible for students to study either one or two languages to GCSE i.e. French and German, 
however they must have studied both languages in Year 8 to do this.  
The aim of the course is to develop students’ skills in speaking, understanding and writing the 
language. We will be building on the language work covered in KS3 so students will already have 
acquired the listening, reading, speaking and writing and translation skills necessary for this course. 
  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8652
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Progression 
Further study: 
Students will learn to communicate effectively and use language for real life purposes. It also provides 
a sound basis for further study, work and indeed for learning another language. Students are also able 
to study these languages at A-level or equivalent courses if they achieve a good grade at GCSE. 
Possible careers: 
There are many possible career paths open to students who have studied languages, both using their 
linguistic skills directly or as part of their job. A language qualification can help students to do a range 
of jobs.  
 
Examples of careers (direct use):  translation, tourism and travel, the intelligence services,  publishing, 
international business, marketing, events management, sales, education (teaching or lecturing), 
research, foreign office. 
 
Examples of careers (indirect use): engineering, sciences, research, civil service 
technology and communication roles, legal careers, politics. 
There is huge demand in the UK jobs market for people with language skills, including French and 
German. 

  
For further details, please 
contact: 

Mr C Williamson 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Course Title:     Examination PE 
Exam Board and Course Number:   Edexcel GCSE PE (1PE0) From Y10 

Edexcel BTEC Tech Award in Sport, Activity and Fitness 
Web Link to course https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-

gcses/physical-education-2016.html 

Final Exam Percentage:   60% for GCSE PE 
30% for BTEC Tech Award, Unit 2 (studied in Y10) is 
examined online by Edexcel set exams & has option for re-sit 

Number of final exams:   2 for GCSE PE 
Non-Exam Assessment 
Percentage: 

40% for GCSE PE 
66% for BTEC Tech Award 

Non-Exam Assessment 
requirements:  

3 sports finally assessed, 1 assessed extended project (PEP 
– see below) for GCSE PE 
Unit 1 & 3 for BTEC Tech Award (see below) 

Tiered Papers No tiers 
Grades Available:  9-1 for GCSE PE 

Level 1 pass -> Level 2 distinction for BTEC Tech Award 

Brief Description of Course 
Year 9: 
Fitness and Body Systems – common content between GCSE & BTEC pathways: 
Studied throughout the year 
Topic 1: Applied anatomy and physiology 
Topic 2: Movement analysis 
Topic 3: Physical training 
Practical activity – focusing on fitness and training to prepare students for Y10 onwards 
 
For a number of students who wish to study PE, a vocational qualification may be a better option. All 
students will be taught material that is common to both pathways and at Easter of year 9 PE staff will 
decide on the evidence of the work that students have produced, whether students are most suited to 
the GCSE or a BTEC qualification. Parents will be informed of the details of the work involved in the 
BTEC (or similar qualification) in the Summer term of year 9. Generally, a BTEC focuses on the 
practical application of knowledge, skills and understanding in an industry based context. 

  
Year 10:          
GCSE PE:-  
Component 1 – Fitness and Body Systems - Recap from Y9 & development 
Component 2 – Health and Performance: 
Topic 1: Health, fitness and well-being 
Topic 2: Sport psychology 
Topic 3: Socio-cultural influences 
Topic 4: Use of data 
Component 3 – Practical performance: 
Students rotate through a range of sports and activities, students assessed at the end of each activity 
block (typical offer includes football, netball, badminton and athletics 
Component 4 – PEP: 
Terms 1 and 2: planning, completing and evaluating a Personal Exercise Programme (PEP) is teacher 
assessed throughout and evaluated under controlled assessment conditions. 
BTEC Tech Award in Sport:-  
Component 1 – Understanding the body and supporting technology in sport 
Component 2 – Principles of training, nutrition and psychology in sport 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/physical-education-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/physical-education-2016.html
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Year 11: 

GCSE PE:- 
Components 1 and 2 will be reassessed and bespoke curriculum put in place to best support students 
in the run up to mock and final exams. 
Component 3 – Key practical modules will be identified (based on the assessments made in Y10) and 
practised in preparation for the practical exam (March). After the practical exam, lesson time focuses 
more on Components 1 and 2 in preparation for the final exam. 
 
BTEC Tech Award:- 
Component 3 – Applying principles of sport & activity.  

Specialist Equipment Required 
Sports kit depending on activity. 
(Students are assessed on health and safety for the activities undertaken, so kit must be suitable and 
appropriate). 

  
Additional Information 

All lesson materials, exemplar work, past papers, revision material are stored for students on the 
courses page of Chenderit School’s Learning Hub. 
Possible careers are wide ranging through participation in all sports at a professional level, sports 
physiotherapy, sports psychology, sports management and PE teaching. 

  
Progression 
Further study – GCE ‘A’ level PE, BTEC National Diplomas, other level 3 study. 

  
For further details, please contact: Mr A Vickers 
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TRIPLE SCIENCE - BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY AND 

PHYSICS 
 

Course Title:     Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Combined 
Science 

Exam Board and Course Number:   Edexcel 1BI0, 1CH0, 1PH0 
Web Link to course http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-

gcses/sciences-2016.html 

Final Exam Percentage:   100% 
Number of final exams:   6 (Each exam is 1hr 45mins) 
Non-Exam Assessment Percentage: 0% 
Non-Exam Assessment requirements:  Not applicable 
Tiered Papers 2 tiers – Foundation & Higher 
Grades Available:  Higher tier grades 9-4 

Foundation tier grades 5-1 

Brief Description of Course 
Year 9: 
Biology – paper 1 
Topic 1 – Overarching 
concepts in biology 
Topic 2 – Cells and control 
Topic 3 – Genetics  

Chemistry – paper 1 
Topic 1 – Formulae, equations 
and hazards 
Topic 2 – States of matter 
Topic 3 – Methods of separating 
and purifying substances 
Topic 16 – Earth and 
atmospheric science 
  

Physics – paper 1 
Topic 1 – Overarching concepts in 
physics: motion, forces and 
conservation of energy 
Topic 2 – Waves 
Topic 4 – Particle model – 1 
Topic 5 – Radioactivity 
Topic 6 – Astronomy  

Year 10:          
Biology – paper 1 
Topic 4 – Natural selection 
and genetic modification 
Topic 9 – Ecosystems and 
material cycles 
Biology – paper 2 
Topic 1 – Overarching 
concepts in biology 
Topic 6 – Plant structures 
and their functions  

Chemistry – paper 1 
Topic 1 – Overarching concepts 
in chemistry 
Topic 4 – Acids 
Topic 5 – Obtaining and using 
metals 
Topic 6 – Electrolytic processes, 
Topic 7 – Reversible reactions 
and equilibrium 
Topic 8 – Transition metals, 
alloys and corrosion  
Topic 9 – Quantitative analysis 
Topic 10 – Dynamic equilibria 
and calculations involving 
volumes of gases  
Topic 11 – Chemical cells and 
fuel cells 
Chemistry – paper 2 
Topic 12 – Groups 1, 7 and 0 
Topic 13 – Rates of reaction 
Topic 14 – Fuels 
Topic 15 – Heat energy 
changes in chemical reactions 
  

Physics – paper 1 
Topic 3 – Light and the 
electromagnetic spectrum 
Physics – paper 2 
Topic 1 – Overarching concepts in 
physics: motion, forces and 
conservation of energy 
Topic 7 – Energy – Forces doing work 
Topic 8 – Forces and their effects, 
Topic 9 – Electricity and circuits,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Year 11: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html
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Biology – paper 2 
Topic 7 – Animal 
coordination, control and 
homeostasis 
Topic 8 – Exchange and 
transport in animals 
Topic 5 – Health, disease 
and the development of 
medicines  

Chemistry – paper 2 
Topic 17 – Qualitative analysis: 
tests for ions  
Topic 18 – Hydrocarbons  
Topic 19 – Polymers  
Topic 20 – Alcohols and 
carboxylic acids  
Topic 21 – Bulk and surface 
properties of matter including 
nanoparticles  

Physics – paper 2 
Topic 11 – Magnetism and the motor 
effect 
Topic 13 – Particle model – 2, Topic 
14 – Forces and matter  

Specialist Equipment Required 
Protractor and calculator. 
(goggles will be provided when necessary) 

  
Additional Information 

Revision available on websites: 
• BBC bitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/education   
• Doc Brown, www.docbrown.info websites. 

Revision guides at a reduced educational discount will be available. 

  
Progression 
Further study:  A-levels Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
Possible careers:  sciences, engineering, manufacturing, medicine including dentistry and veterinary.  

For further details, please contact: Dr C Haycock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrkw2hv
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.docbrown.info/
http://www.docbrown.info/
http://search.ucas.com/course/summary/10194/veterinary-nursing-and-bioveterinary-science?Vac=1&AvailableIn=2014&Query=vet&page=1&providerids=324&ret=results
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Option Blocks 
 

Students can choose one subject from each option block. You  will also need to make a 

reserve choice. 

All students must choose at least one subject from Geography, History, French or 

German. 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 

 
Art – Painting and 

Drawing  
 

Geography 
 

History 
 

MFL – German  
 

Music  
 
 
 

 
Geography 

 
Health and Social 

Care 
 

MFL – French 
 

MFL – German 
 

 
Business Studies 

 
Computer Science - 
(recommended for top 

group Maths students – 
suitability for the course 

will be assessed) 
 

History 
 

MFL – French 
 
Physical Education 

 
  

 
Design and 
Technology 

 
Drama 

 
Food Preparation 

and Nutrition 
 

Media Studies 
 

Triple Science 
 
 
 

 

Students are advised to take French or German and either Geography or History in order 

to have the widest possible range of opportunities available to them at post 16, post 18 and 

beyond.  

Informed Subject Choices   

When making choices about GCSE options, it is helpful for students and their parents to 

consider the following information about how different subjects are perceived by the 

government and universities. 

 

The Ebacc qualification 
 

This is also called the English Baccalaureate and is not a qualification in its own right, but is 

attained by gaining a Grade 5 or above in the subjects listed below. The Government is keen 

for students to achieve these standards as they demonstrate good achievement in key 

academic subjects.   

English Language, English Literature, Maths, Combined Science, History or 

Geography and French or German.  
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UNIFROG  
 

As a school community, we subscribe to an online careers platform called Unifrog. This 

platform provides an incredibly useful and unbiased service that allows each of our students 

to record key achievements that have an impact on their personal development, search for 

university and apprenticeship places, and also search for potential career pathways that they 

may wish to take in the future. 

As a school, we encourage our students to take an open view to their future studies and 

career paths as there are so many possible routes to follow post-16 and post-18. We pride 

ourselves on the wide ranging careers information, advice and guidance that we provide to 

our students and Unifrog extends this provision and allows each of our students to have 

access to this information at any point, including after they have left Chenderit. The platform 

offers a variety of tools such as subject searches, careers searches, university and 

apprenticeship searches and also provides help and guidance videos on all possible 

progression routes. There are even guides on how to manage wellbeing, and videos from 

people who have jobs in a wide variety of career paths who give tips and advice to students 

on what to do to get into their chosen career. 

All students have a personal login to Unifrog which gives them access to their own account. 

Their searches and shortlists are all saved within their profile, so they can revisit past 

searches and results that appeal to them. Please do talk to your child about Unifrog and 

encourage them to show you the different features it contains and the shortlists that they 

create as they use the different tools to complete searches. 

The Unifrog tools are incredibly powerful and useful for all students, and crucially, they act 

as an excellent starting point for any student that is unsure of the pathway that they wish to 

follow in the future. By using the careers tool to identify potential jobs that may be of interest 

to them, students can then work their way backwards from here to look at the qualifications 

needed for each job. They can then use this information to make an informed decision about 

the subjects that they wish to study at GCSE. 

Looking ahead to possible future A Level choices when choosing 

GCSEs: 
 

The Russell Group universities (a group of 24 world class, research led universities) have 

launched a website called ‘Informed Choices’. This website suggests subjects that students 

may wish to study at A Level in order to gain access to a particular course at university.  

At this stage in their education, we are not expecting our Year 8 students to know which A 

Levels or Level 3 qualifications they want to study after their GCSEs but this website, in 

conjunction with our Sixth Form entry requirements, can be used to help guide students 

whilst they are selecting their GCSE options and help them to make a more informed choice 

for their future. 

 

Next Steps: 
• Choose one subject from each option block and a reserve choice 

• Attend the online interview to discuss and submit the choices to a member of the 

leadership team.  Meetings will take place either on 1st or 2nd March 

https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/

