
Head Teacher’s Message 

 

This week, we have had a number of Covid 19 challenges to address. To do this, over the course of 
this week, I have spoken with many professionals from the Department for Education, the Health and 
Environmental Protection Department (South Northants), the Public Health England Health Protection 
Team (Nottingham) and the Public Health England Team (East Midlands). The reason for this is 
because, as I am sure you are aware, there has been a significant rise in positive Covid 19 cases in 
the ward of Middleton Cheney. Some of this increase is being driven by two active outbreaks, one of 
which has been in our sixth form, which has led to our decision to move all sixth form learning online 
until Thursday 26th November.  

 

However, in addition to this, there is growing evidence that there is increasing community spread within 
and amongst households so it is of paramount importance that we all, including local residents and 
businesses, are following government guidelines. To help this community, please ensure you are 
reinforcing the key “Hands. Face. Space.” messages with your children.  Currently, I am receiving 
emails on a daily basis about mixed groups of students gathering in the village after school, which is 
not at all helpful. In fact, students should not be meeting up after school at all – outside of school, 
lockdown rules apply. Collectively, by taking all necessary precautions at all times we hope to 
be able to reduce these increasing case rates and protect the more vulnerable and older people in this 
community. 

 

At all times, and in response to each individual case, we are following very specific guidelines, which 
enable us to identify those students who have been in close contact with an affected child. These 
students are then sent home with details of what to do next and for how long they should self-isolate. If 
your child is not identified as someone who has been in close contact with the positive case and you 
believe that this could be an error, please do contact us so that we can check this – a good rule of 
thumb is whether your child has spent 15 minutes within 2 metres of an affected child. However, whilst 
I appreciate that feelings run high whenever you hear of a positive case, it would really help school 
staff if parents would refrain from ringing us to tell us that we should be reacting is a specific way and 
not in the way we have been guided to do. 

 



 

 

I would like to make another plea: please think carefully about what you post on social media. It is not 
appropriate for anyone to share any information publically that could lead to the identification of an affected 
(or indeed any other) student as this could put that child at risk. Please, please, please also avoid 
unhelpful, speculative posts.  

 

At the end of a tremendously busy week, I would like to say a huge thank you to all the parents who have 
written to us to thank us, to offer us your support and to let us know that we are doing a good job in very 
difficult circumstances. These communications keep us optimistic and motivated. 

 

And so, to end on a positive note, this email warmed many of our hearts this week:  

 

“I would like to pass on how incredibly impressive the team at Chenderit is. The way the school has 
been dealing with the challenges of Covid and how well managed the situation is, is truly a 
reflection on the calibre of both senior management and all the staff. So a sincere thank you all.” 

 

Updated guidance for parents and carers 

We have been advised by the DfE that their guidance for parents and carers has been updated: 
what they need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges during the corona-
virus (COVID-19) outbreak. This update provides information on the national restrictions that 
came into force on 5 November, the latest advice for clinically extremely vulnerable children and 
young people and advice on the use of face coverings in education settings.  
 

 

 

 

Education in the media blog: exams 2021 

 On Monday 12 October the Department for Education confirmed that exams will go ahead next 
year. Most AS/A level and GCSE exams will be delayed by three weeks to give pupils more time 
to catch up on their learning.  

  

The exams 2021 education blog published on 10 November provides further answers to the key 
questions being asked about exams 2021. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=12%20November%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=12%20November%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/10/13/delay-to-2021-exams-your-questions-answered/?utm_source=12%20November%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


Head of Learning for Year 7 letter  
 
Congratulations to all those students in 7D who continue to work very hard . They have now accumulated 
1377 positive SIMs. More than any other tutor group. 
 
I would also like to pass on my congratulations to Isobel Glover and Jessica Checkley who each achieved  10 
positive SIMs last week. They really are “stars of the week”. Finn Stevenson, Jay Squire and Seren Thomas 
were awarded their first level certificate for reaching 50 achievement logs before October half term.  There 
are a number of other students who just missed the cut off date.  They will get their certificates just before 
we break for Christmas. 
 
After the half term break some students moved English and Maths sets.  The students are now settled into 
their new groups. 
 
During Personal Development in tutor time we have been thinking about Acts of Kindness and the positive 
difference they can make to individuals.  I hope some of you have been in receipt of an act of kindness at 
home! This week we also used one session for Remembrance. For the next 2 weeks the students will be 
involved in the National Anti-bullying Week and will be completing activities and discussions about bullying 
and how to challenge it. 
 
R Hoose 
Head of Year 6-7 Transition   

Language Stars 

 

Our students are now into their second term of learning and many are gaining real 

confidence with another language. Some even two new languages! 

Every week or so, we select our Stars of the Week who have their names displayed in 

the MFL corridor. Over the past few weeks we have been hugely impressed with the 

effort shown by the following students in particular; 

Mr. Williamson’s Star of the week  
 Arek Milek  

Rose Hassell Y7 French 

Anoushey Rizvi Y7 French 

Will Moore Y8 German  

Tom Norton Y8 German 

Edward Currier Y8 German 

Lewis Baker Y8 German 

Izzy Bricknell Y8 German 

Zach Rimmer Y8 German 

Jamie Wallis Y8 German 

Rebecca Taylor Y8 German 

Maisy Bradwick Y8 German  

Maggie Bullock Y8 German  

Louisa Pettinger Y8 German 

Noah Tuzzio Y8 French  

 

Xanthe Barker Y8 French  

Kyran Warne  Y8 French 

Freya Bowles Y9 French 

Alfie Smith Y9 French 

Chloe Edwards Y9 French 

Ollie Jackson Y9 French 

Ava Arrand Y9 French 

Ava Antunovic Y9 French 

Hugh Pope Y9 French 

Tyreese Mayers  Y10 German 

George Jackson  Y10 German  

Freya Bowles Y11 Spanish 

Megan Oberholzer, Y13 German  

Abigail Roskilly, Y13 German 



 

Year 8 

 

Students have been working on a diversity/relationship topic during tutor time personal development. 
Group discussions have been developing and engaging for all students. A big thank you to Miss Evans 
who organised the teacher materials and resources.  

 

Diversity 

 

It means understanding that each individual is unique, and recognising our individual differences. These 
can be along the dimensions of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, age, 
physical abilities, religious beliefs, political beliefs, or other ideologies.   

 

In my assembly on Thursday students again will increase their knowledge about the misinformation 
regarding the rainbow poppy & homophobia.  

 

As some of you may be aware, every year, around Remembrance Day, the issue of the ‘rainbow poppy’ 

arises on social media but this is full of both misinformation and online hate speech. A lot of people are not 

aware of the truth of this issue. 

 

A reminder: week beginning the 16th November is National Anti-Bullying week. Students can wear 

odd socks on Monday. Most importantly, Odd Socks Day is designed to be fun! It’s an 

opportunity to encourage people to express themselves and celebrate their individuality and 

what makes us all unique! 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week has been an important 

week for  

our Sixth Form; the first progress 

reports were sent home and the first 

of 

our parents’ evenings was scheduled to take place. 

These are key points for our students as they allow 

them to reflect on their progress so far this year, and 

then take action by setting targets on how they are 

going to improve and achieve their goals over the rest 

of this academic year. I have included more infor-

mation on these key points later on in the bulletin, but 

please do take the time to discuss not only the grades 

that your child has been given by their teachers, but 

also the targets that they will set based on this infor-

mation. Please remember that you will be contacted 

by your child’s teachers over the next week to inform 

you of their progress since they started Year 12. 

Over the past week we have seen several achievements 

and events taking place within the Sixth Form com-

munity. Several of our Year 13 students have now re-

ceived offers back from their chosen universities 

(including from competitive courses and Russell 

Group universities)  and meetings have been taking 

place to organise some exciting events that will be 

held in the annual Charities Week and Extravaganza 

in the run up to the Christmas Holiday. I would like 

to say well done to all the students who have taken 

part in these activities over the past week and thank 

you for your continued efforts to make our Sixth Form 

the unique and special environment that it is. 

                                                                  - Mr. B. Belstone. 

Tutor Time Overview: 

The key theme for this week is ‘Anti Bullying Week’, 

and students will look into this in more detail next 

week in tutor time. As all of our Sixth Formers are 

now at home for the next two weeks, they will still be 

expected to join their tutor time lessons at 8:40am eve-

ry morning via Google Classroom. Students also spent 

time on this week looking at Armistice Day and how 

the poppy became a symbol for remembrance. We have 

also looked at how in the modern day, issues such as 

division and lead to intolerance, such as the inaccu-

rate reporting of the ‘Pride Poppy’ in the press over the 

past year. 

Year 12 Parents’ Evening 

 

This Thursday was supposed to be our Year 12 Parents’ 

Evening and obviously we were not able to hold it in the 

usual manner that we would like to. This is an im-

portant evening to allow you as parents and carers to 

discuss your child’s progress since starting their Sixth 

Form studies earlier this year and identify and then im-

plement targets to allow them to progress and achieve 

their goals over the next two years. Therefore, please do 

expect emails from your child’s teachers to update you 

on their progress, and do discuss this information and 

the included targets with your child. 

Year 12 and Year 13 Progress Reports 

 

On Tuesday 12th November you should have received the 

first progress report for your child for this academic 

year. Please do take the time to review this information 

with your child and discuss the academic and personal 

progress reports contained within it. Once our Sixth 

Form students return on 26th November, they will spend 

time setting targets based on this data with their tutor, 

so please do ask your child about the targets that they 

set for themselves. 

COVID-19 and student safety 

 

As you will all be aware, we have asked all of our Sixth 

Form students to either self-isolate or work from home 

until 26th November 2020. Within the local area, cases of 

COVID-19 are rising sharply and we want to ensure that 

our Sixth Form students protect themselves, their fami-

lies, and the wider community. 

Students will still be able to access all of their lessons 

online, and we have immediately made all lessons avail-

able to students to access via Google Classroom. If your 

child does have any issues in regards to accessing Google 

Classroom or Show My Homework, please do let me 

know immediately by emailing me at 

bbelstone@chenderit.net . We have surveyed our students 

and we are confident that they all have access to a lap-

top or a form of mobile technology at home, but if they 

have to share this with siblings who are isolating, then 

please let us know as we can organise provision to sup-

port them. 

If you have any questions, please do let me know. 
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mailto:bbelstone@chenderit.net


News from the Art Department: A Splash of Colour 

“There are painters who transform the sun to a yellow spot, but there are others who with the help of their art 

and their intelligence, transform a yellow spot into sun” Pablo Picasso 

As the dark nights draw in and the temperature drops, it suddenly feels as though we are well on our way to 

winter. The colours around us have changed and sometimes everything appears bleak. Of course, the way we 

see the world can affect our mood, but sometimes all we need is a glimpse of warmth or a flash of colour to give 

us hope. Art does that. It can comfort us and inspire us. Each of us chooses not only how we see the world but 

also how we project our own thoughts and feelings back to the people around us. As winter sets in, let’s all help 

to make the world a better place, providing colour and kindness where it is most needed. It is the artist’s job to 

provide sunshine when there is none. “Aim high, work hard, be nice.” 

Thinking of colour, please have a look at these wonderful paintings. Students in Year Twelve have been working 

on the theme of “Still Life”. For homework, they have each made a selection of objects that are linked by a single 

colour, then created paintings from direct observation. This is a great way to develop colour handling and 

compositional skills. Well done Year Twelve Artists! 

 



 

 

Connecting you with the World of Art 

Students who take an interest in the World of Art are always our most successful, and we encourage everyone to 

be open to new ideas and approaches. Keeping informed can feel like a monumental task sometimes, so to make 

life easier we have been working with The Heseltine Gallery to create an easier way for students (and parents!) to 

engage with the wider world of art and design. All you need to do is to sign up to follow The Heseltine Gallery’s 

Instagram account. This way, the next time you’re scrolling through, you might just come across something 

inspirational! It’s early days for this new initiative, but we hope to be able to keep all our followers updated with 

the best artwork from Chenderit, from our local community and from beyond. We want to inspire and engage, to 

share the work of a diverse range of artists and to let everyone build up their knowledge, understanding and 

enjoyment of the world of art. You never know: following The Heseltine Gallery on Instagram might just be the 

strike of artistic lightning that inspires someone to become amazing. 

If you’re reading this, then take a minute to follow us next time you log on. We would really appreciate your 

support. We hope this might be the start of a really exciting network of artists, art lovers and those who value the 

arts! It will only work if people get involved though, so please take a moment to sign up as soon as you can. 

www.instagram.com/theheseltinegallery 

Creativity is for Everyone, Everyone is Creative: Spark the Art 

As we continue with a new period of national lockdown, many of us search for new ways to occupy our minds and 

connect with others. Here in the Art Department, we’re hoping that creativity might be a feature of this, and that 

some members of our community might use this second lockdown as an excuse to become more artistic. Deciding 

to be more creative is the first step on this wonderful journey, but knowing how to go about this or what to do 

next can be tricky. As such we invite everyone to “#SparkTheArt”. This is everyone’s opportunity to have fun, let go 

and get creative. Obviously we need students to concentrate on their school work first and foremost, but we know 

that there are some students (and parents) out there who would really appreciate the opportunity to get involved 

in other forms of creativity and artistic endeavour. 

This month, our theme is the word “orange”. We are hoping that as many 
people as possible might have a go. Paint, draw, photograph, collage, build or 
make anything you like from that starting point. Go for it! Create something for 
the sake of it, and encourage those you love to do the same. Art should be fun, 
so please take this opportunity and get involved. We can’t wait to see how 
people will respond. Share your work with us and we will feature our favourites 
on The Heseltine Gallery’s website next month. We want everyone (students, 
parents, families and friends) to have a go at this. This is your chance to do 
something you might enjoy, while at the same time practising and developing 
your own innate art skills. For more details, visit our website https://
www.theheseltinegallery.org.uk/loveart/spark-the-art  

https://www.theheseltinegallery.org.uk/loveart/spark-the-art
https://www.theheseltinegallery.org.uk/loveart/spark-the-art


Science 

It is important to ensure that we help keep our minds and body healthy.  We teach how best to keep our 

bodies healthy in Y8.  The Y8 students learn about different types of macromolecules that help maintain a 

healthy body and the consequences of deficiencies.  Below is a sample of some of the excellent work that 

has been done by our Y8 students. 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tilly Anderson – Y8 

Alex Hayburn – Y8 

Ruby Cranley – Y8 



English Department 

Poetry Competition – Christ Church College, Oxford 

 

The 21st Christopher Tower Poetry Competition is now open for entries on the theme of 'The Key'. 

The competition will close at noon, 1 March 2021. 

 

About the Competition 

The Tower Poetry Competition offers the UK’s most valuable prize for young poets, and is open to students between 16-18 

years of age who are educated in the UK. 

The competition is judged anonymously by two judges, who are different each year, and Peter McDonald, the current 

Christopher Tower Student. Each year the theme is chosen with the intention of giving entrants free rein to interpret it as 

widely as they like. 

The competition is free to enter, and offers a top prize of £3000. Schools of prize winners are awarded an additional £150, 

intended for investment in further study of poetry and literature. 

 

For more information and details of how to enter, visit: https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/research-and-academia/enter-tower-
poetry-competition 

 

Remembrance 

In honour of Remembrance Day, Ms Godfrey has compiled a list of book recommendations about the War. 

Mal Peet, Tamar 

Elizabeth Wein, The Enigma Game 

Elizabeth Wein, Code Name Verity 

Kerry Drewery, The Last Paper Crane 

Michael Morpurgo, War Horse and Private Peaceful 

Judith Kerr, When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit 

Emma Craigie, Chocolate Cake With Hitler 

Marcus Zusak, The Book Thief 

Anthony Doer, All The Light We Cannot See 

 

https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/research-and-academia/enter-tower-poetry-competition
https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/research-and-academia/enter-tower-poetry-competition


 

Inclusion 

 

Within our KS3 numeracy lessons in school, we focus on understanding and practising skills that 

have been identified to improve student understanding and progress within the areas of Maths.  

The 4 main areas covered are Number and Place Value, Addition and Subtraction, Multiplication 

and Division, Fractions, Decimals and Percentages. 

Each of the skills is revisited regularly to ensure knowledge is embedded. Students will also com-

plete differentiated work to support their understanding. 

This week year 7 have been working on using functions and applying their knowledge to make 

their own function machines. 

This week year 8 have been focusing on interpreting data, making bar charts and pie charts. 

There are lots of games and programmes that can support your child to make progress with their 

maths skills and understanding. Regular practice can make a huge difference and many of these 

games are really fun for students to do.  

Please take a look at these to support your child at home. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/learn 

https://mathsframe.co.uk 

https://www.educationquizzes.com/   

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/11-14-years/number 

 

 

 

We have been really impressed with all students this week, who are working hard and contrib-

uting to lessons. Keep up the great work all of you. 

Our stars this week are Kayne Dancey-Brock, Danny Mahmood and Mollie-May Houghton. 

 

Ms Broady-Bennett 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/learn
https://mathsframe.co.uk
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/11-14-years/number




                                                                      

 

Community Design Workshop 

With the county experiencing a second wave of COVID-19 cases, we are keen to work in partnership 

with residents to develop ways to tackle the spread within our communities.  

We understand some of the things that may block people from following the self-isolation, social dis-

tancing and now the new lockdown guidelines and we want to work together with you to find solutions.  

This might include looking at the way we communicate about the government or local guidance, how 

we engage with residents, how we keep people informed of changes, right through to looking at the 

practical support we may be able to offer.  

Public Health recently undertook a survey in Northamptonshire with over 2600 people and these virtual 

workshops will look at the outcomes of that and think about possible ways to help tackle the issues it 

identifies, for example, some people stated that they are confused about the guidance for isolation, we 

could think of new ways to communicate this information. We want to work with you to find the solu-

tions that will work for who you are, where you live and for our communities. 

We want to explore the issues from the perspective of families and lone parents to see if there is a spe-

cific way that we need to target our messages. We want to understand what the particular challenges 

for lone parents, for larger families who are unable to form one bubble, for families with children who 

have additional needs. 

If you would like to take part, please register to attend using this link. Please note that this workshop 
will take place on ZOOM. If you have any questions about this event, please email: 
NCC.CovidSocImpact@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-design-virtual-workshop-tickets-127981693691?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-source=strongmail&utm-term=listing
mailto:NCC.CovidSocImpact@northamptonshire.gov.uk


Careers 

 

Career of the Week 

 

This Week: Systems Analyst - Systems analysts look at a company's IT infrastructure and work out 

where to make improvements. 

 

 

Next Week: Microbiologist - Microbiologists study micro-organisms like bacteria, viruses, fungi and 

algae. 

 

 

Unifrog have announced their new Webinar Tool. They will run free webinars throughout the year where 

students can hear directly from experts covering progression and PSHE. 

The first Webinars will be the Subject Discovery Webinar Series, where university speakers will discuss 

what it’s like to study various popular subjects, potential career pathways, and how students can boost 

their chances of getting in. 

 

The webinars currently planned: 

• Liberal Arts and Sciences, Monday 23 November @ 16:00  

• Law, Tuesday 24 November @ 16:00  

• Business and management, Wednesday 25 November @ 16:00 

• Creative arts, Thursday 26 November @ 16:00  

• Hospitality, Friday 27 November @ 16:00  

• Computer science, Monday 30 November @ 16:00  

• Engineering, Tuesday 1 December @ 16:00 

• Medicine, Wednesday 2 December @ 16:00  

• Psychology, Thursday 3 December @ 16:00 

 

 

 

I hope students will find these Webinars beneficial in their future careers journey.  

 

– Mrs Georgia Thomas, Careers and Learning Resources Coordinator  

 





 
Any parents who are interested in taking this course should click on the following link: 

https://formstack.io/
TyZSZjXRWndR4L6rW7HXEpqpL8_drGsA9XWS0F15Xgj56D1utKVODIduJM61p1nhW6dutXf43bP3PpT1bN3b9g  

https://formstack.io/TyZSZjXRWndR4L6rW7HXEpqpL8_drGsA9XWS0F15Xgj56D1utKVODIduJM61p1nhW6dutXf43bP3PpT1bN3b9g
https://formstack.io/TyZSZjXRWndR4L6rW7HXEpqpL8_drGsA9XWS0F15Xgj56D1utKVODIduJM61p1nhW6dutXf43bP3PpT1bN3b9g

