
Headteacher’s Message 
 

We have been super proud of the way our Y11 and Y13 students have embraced their GCSE and A level 

exams this week, the first summer series of exams to have been sat since 2019.  

So far, students have reported that the papers have been accessible and that they have been                            

well-prepared for them.  I am sure that each and every one of our students has tried to show the                            

examiners the very best of what they have learnt over the past couple of years or so, and I wish these 

students the same positive experiences that they have had this week for the duration of the exam period.  

I would like to express my personal and our collective thanks to all staff of Y11 and Y13 students not just 

for the more recent breakfast and after school revision sessions but for their teaching, personal guidance 

and overall dedication to our students throughout.  

Thank you also to parents for your on-going support of your children – having had one child                  

sitting A levels and one sitting GCSEs one summer, I know from personal experience that it’s not always 

easy to be a parent at such times! 

For all other students, it's important we remain focused on working in a calm and purposeful way in                 

preparation for all forthcoming end of year exams.  Mr Williams has written to the parents of students in 

all other years this week explaining what and how to revise, and we urge parents to share and discuss 

this information with their children. As he explains in his letter, a good comparison to use with your child 

is that of athletes preparing for the Olympics, up to four years away.  Athletes do not hope to succeed on 

the basis of last-minute cramming; nor do they prepare for their Olympic event by using the previous 4 

years as “a chance to find out what they don’t know or can’t do”! Please, ensure your children are as well 

prepared for these vital assessments as possible, thereby putting themselves in the very best position for 

their future life chances.  

Beyond exams, there is much to look forward to this summer term - we are busy planning more Duke of 

Edinburgh practice and qualifier weekends, Y6-7 and Y11-12 transition events, Y7 summer camp, Y10 

and Y12 work experience weeks, celebration evening, sports day and our first school production since 

Covid!  

Let’s hope the sun keeps shining for us… 



NEWS FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT 
End of Year Exams 

The warmer weather and lighter evenings remind us all that we are                     

definitely moving towards the height of the summer term. For students, 

this means that end of year exams are coming closer. In the Art                                 

Department, end of year exams for students in Years Seven, Eight and 

Nine are not something that can be revised for. Students in these year 

groups will complete a practical exam in their normal lessons, in which 

they will be asked to complete an observational drawing based on an                      

image that we will provide. Students will be assessed on the accuracy of 

their drawing and on the effectiveness of their use of tone. If students are 

anxious about these assessments, practising these skills would be                             

advantageous: the more we practise our skills, the more proficient those 

skills become. Working from any black and white image (like the one here) 

will be an appropriate challenge to complete in preparation for these                        

exams. In Year Ten and Year Twelve, students’ end of year assessments 

are more complex. Students in these year groups will be expected to                        

submit a whole portfolio of work, as this will become the foundation for their coursework submission next 

year. Students in these year groups will have already recognised that the harder they work now, the 

more successful they will be next year, so it is vital that Y10 and Y12 students really step up over the 

coming weeks in order that their submitted work reflects them at their absolute best.  

We know that assessments like this can be stressful for all those taking part, and it is natural to feel that 

sense of pressure. It is worth remembering though that these end of year exams are really a chance to 

shine: this is the students’ opportunity to show just how amazing they can be and a chance to                           

demonstrate all the progress that they have made over the last twelve months. We are not looking to trip 

anyone up. Instead we want to celebrate success and better understand what next we can to help                             

encourage further progress. Please direct any questions you may have to your child’s art teacher. Art 

students: you’ve got this!  

Timeline 

Recently, we have created a visual timeline within our department, to 
help students contextualise the various artists that they investigate. 
With hundreds of years of Art History, and with thousands of artists that 
we wanted to mention, creating a timeline has been quite a formidable 
task. We hope that students find it useful though, and are able to see 
connections not only between the various artists that they have studied, 
but also between how the artwork created connects to events                             
happening in the wider world. Looking for these sort of connections is a 
really important skill for students to develop. School sometimes feels 
compartmentalised- but looking for the connections between subjects 
can really help underpin understanding and knowledge. Creating the 
timeline has also raised questions that all of us should consider: “How 
has art changed over time?” “What makes art important?” “Is everyone 
represented fairly within the history of art?” We look forward to seeing 
how students will continue this discussion! 



 

Heseltine Gallery: 2022 Open Selected Exhibition 

 

Our celebrated Annual Open Exhibition is here, and will remain open to 

the public until 26/05/22. The work of more than sixty local artists is on 

display this year, and the exhibition showcases a wide range of            

approaches and styles, including painting, drawing, textiles, sculpture 

and jewellery. There is some incredible work to be inspired by, and 

some of it is for sale (a great way to make your home more special or 

unique!). The exhibition runs alongside Oxfordshire Arts Week, and is a 

wonderful way to see the work of a range of artists who are also            

exhibiting elsewhere across the county. Our award winning Heseltine 

Gallery is at the heart of a vibrant arts scene, but the reason it is here is 

sometimes forgotten: our gallery is here to inspire our students and the 

wider community. Art can make the world a better place, and                    

engaging with artwork first hand can improve all of our lives. Next time 

you are in school, please drop in to see for yourself just how talented 

these local artists are. We are sure you will not be disappointed.  

 

A Postcard to The Queen 

Over the course of her life, The Queen has been painted and photographed countless times. The                        

examples here, by artists Lucian Freud, Andy Warhol and Chris Levine reflect her long reign, the                       

changes in society over that time and the wide range of approaches within art. Which of these three                      

images do you like the best? How might they inspire you? 

With the half term break and long bank holiday approaching, this is the final reminder for students to take 
part in our “Postcard to The Queen” competition. All students are invited to take part, and there will be 
prizes for the best entries. Please see Mr Christy in order to pick up an entry sheet. Deadline for                     
completed entries is 06/06/22. The Queen has done so much for our country over the last seventy years 
and this would be a good way to celebrate her achievements and recognise the special place she holds 
in our society. Students: this is your opportunity to showcase your creative talents and to become be a 
part of history! Get involved! 



 



 



Chenderit Sixth Form  

Sixth Form Weekly Bulletin 

University Open Days 

University open days are taking place in person 

again across the country and they are a fantastic                     

opportunity for our Sixth Form students who are 

interested in this progression route to gain a deeper 

insight into what it is like to study at university.             

Beyond this, it also allows them to familiarise                  

themselves with the location in which they may 

wish to study over the next three years as a                          

minimum. Please do check each individual                                    

university’s website in order to get information 

about these days and to sign up to them. There is 

also a useful website that compiles a list of most of 

the UK university’s open days here: https://

www.opendays.com/ which you and your child may 

find particularly helpful in planning these days. If 

your child wishes to attend an open day, please                      

contact the Sixth Form Team and we will authorise 

any absences to attend these. 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

Over the last couple of weeks, two of our Year 12 

Ambassador Students have worked on updating the 

Health and Wellbeing information in the Sixth Form 

Study Centre. The students themselves have chosen 

to highlight Wellbeing topics which are particularly 

relevant at moment and include items on managing 

stress and anxiety; sleep hygiene; food and mood as 

well as signposting to other platforms and on line 

help. Radio 1 has recently created a Health and               

Wellbeing Platform with some fantastic information 

aimed at young adults with advice on a wide range 

of topics including sleep, body image, self harm and 

managing exam stress: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04pxgfk 

We do believe that talking through worries and                   

concerns is so important and encourage our students 

to share their anxieties with their tutors / Sixth Form 

Team  - how right that advert was over ten years ago 

with the slogan “It’s good to talk”. We strive every 

day to provide a supportive and kind environment, 

where students increase their own ability and                            

confidence to manage their wellbeing and mental 

health, while at the same time having an open door 

to listen.  

Year 13 Leavers’ Celebrations 

Our Year 13 cohort have felt the full brunt of the 

pandemic and have come out the other side as                       

resilient and adaptable young adults who deserve 

the very best. As such, we want to celebrate their 

achievements with their leavers’ assembly taking 

place on Friday 1st July. We are looking forward to 

the morning and there are certainly a few surprises 

in store for them all! More details will follow                   

shortly! 

Tutor Time Overview  

Our Year 12 students will be spending their last 

week of term on their personal statements next 

week. We have been really impressed by the                        

engagement of the year group in this process and 

some of the first drafts are already excellent – well 

done Year 12! Year 13 will also spend the week                      

continuing to focus on revision as part of their                      

targeted revision groups… there may also be a small 

surprise in store for them! 

Revision hints and tips for Year 13 

• Completing more practice questions and take 

time to understand the feedback 

• Understanding where they lose marks and 

what easy fixes can be made 

• Not focusing on “competition” or on how oth-

ers are performing 

• Using exemplar material – how can they gain 

the marks? Examiners reports are a useful 

source of information for this 

• Avoiding stress and negativity 

• Organising their equipment and resources – 

are they fully organised for each exam and do 

they have everything they need? 

• Completing smaller chunks of revision – com-

plete 30 minute sessions throughout the day 

rather than hours at a time 

• Condensing knowledge down – use flashcards 

and mind maps 

• Putting phones away when revising! 

https://www.opendays.com/
https://www.opendays.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04pxgfk


 



 



 

 



 




