
Headteacher’s Message 

 

How often do we challenge ourselves, either personally or physically, and push the boundaries to move 
ourselves out of our comfort zones? And why is it good for all of us to challenge ourselves in some 
way?  
 
If we challenge ourselves, we grow as individuals, discovering more about ourselves and what we are 
good at, improving our knowledge and skills in familiar topics and learning more about things that we 
are not (yet!) as good at. 
 
Through challenging ourselves, we can become healthier physically, by taking part in sporting activities 
through schemes such as the DofE, and mentally, by reading more, learning new things, and taking 
part in competitions that will test our skills. A healthy and active mind leads to improved physical         
well-being too! 
 
All great scholars, artists and innovators understand one important thing: inspiration must be sought. 
We should aim to be creative and seek inspiration – we need to challenge ourselves to experience new 
things, to find ways of becoming inspired. 
 
And so, in this week’s edition of KIT, I hope our students will look for new experiences that will           
challenge them. Will you engage with the range of English competitions that are being advertised? Will 
you participate in the #CaptainTom100 Challenge? Will you take part in the Medicspot Face Mask 
Challenge? Will you take up the reading challenge?  
 
I look forward to hearing about how you have responded to this week’s challenges... 



Opportunity for all students 

Chenderit students have been invited by Royal Mail to take part in a national competition, details 
of which can be found at www.stampcompetition.ichild.co.uk. 
For more than 50 years, Royal Mail’s Special Stamp programme has commemorated British  

history and achievement. Stamps have been issued to honour the achievements of many British 

people. Often, the people who appear on stamps are already famous. They include scientists 

and explorers, writers, artists, musicians, athletes, and Prime Ministers. Since the coronavirus 

pandemic began, there have been many people who have done great things. Many of them are 

not famous, but they have done extraordinary work, and could be considered to be heroes. 

Some are frontline workers in healthcare, some look after elderly or vulnerable people, others 

have volunteered to help people in their communities who needed help or support. Royal Mail 

wants to honour these people by producing a set of eight stamps and are inviting young people 

across the country to submit designs that might be put into use. 

The stamps will feature designs created by eight school-aged children. The Royal mail            

competition is asking for young designers to think about who their hero or heroes are, and to 

then design a stamp in their honour. A special panel of judges will pick the winning designs. The 

final eight stamps will be sent to Her Majesty The Queen before they can be printed and issued.  

Imagine that: having a design that you have created produced as a stamp and then used by     

millions of people across the country. Plus, the winners will each receive £1000. What an         

opportunity. Please visit the website, get designing, and then speak to Mr Christy to get             

involved. 

Even if you don’t win, it’s a great competition to get involved in. These heroes deserve           

recognition, so we encourage all students to express how much they are valued. Showing        

gratitude and kindness, and appreciating the efforts of others are key features of our school’s 

ethos. Aim high. Work hard. Be nice.  

 

The Heseltine Gallery 

 
Eagle-eyed parents and students will have      
noticed new signs appearing within the village 
and around the school site directing potential 
visitors to our Heseltine Gallery. The gallery is 
out of action at the moment due to the            
pandemic, but we are hoping to be back with a 
bang in September. The gallery is a special       
feature of our school, and a hub for artists and 
art-lovers across our area. We want everyone in 
our school community, students, parents, their 
friends and families, to be able to benefit from 
the opportunities that having a gallery can       
provide. Please support this. When exhibitions 
are up and running, please come and visit. In 
the meantime, lots of exciting things are         

happening on our website (www.theheseltinegallery.org.uk/) including on-line exhibitions,          
interviews with local artists and creative challenges for everyone to engage with. Everyone 
knows where the gallery is now, we just hope that when things can return to normal, everyone 
can make the most of the wonderful things that the gallery can provide… 

http://www.stampcompetition.ichild.co.uk
http://www.theheseltinegallery.org.uk/


Year Eight Pepper Paintings 

Our Covid 19 risk assessment has meant that painting lessons haven’t been as easy to            
accommodate this year, but it’s not stopped these Year Eight students from creating some great 
final pieces. These large paintings were based on oil crayon drawings of peppers and influenced 
by the work of Georgia O’Keeffe. Well done Year Eight artists! 
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Weekly Message 

Dear parents and carers 

The past week has seen a real determination and focus 

across both Year 12 and Year 13. Year 13 students are 

obviously continuing to work towards their                  

assessments and have been making the most of their 

restructured tutor groups. It has been fantastic to see 

how hard students are working as we drop in and see 

the tutor groups working in the mornings – I am sure 

this will have a hugely positive impact on their         

progress and achievement at the end of the year. 

Our Year 12 students have now begun their work on 

their personal statements, which will be used in their 

university, apprenticeship or employment                     

applications. The level of effort going in to this work 

is exemplary and I am looking forward to seeing the 

first drafts of their statements being uploaded to their 

Unifrog accounts over the next few months. Well done 

to all for their hard work and enthusiasm so far. 

Mr B Belstone. 

Year 12 Personal Statements 

As our Year 12 students are now completing their first 

drafts of their personal statements, please do ask 

your child to show you what they have written. We 

have given each student a Personal Statement      

Workbook that they have completed this week in     

tutor time; this contains examples of what to write 

and a suggested structure which we encourage all     

students to follow. We do encourage all students to 

get feedback from multiple people, not just their       

tutors and staff within school, so please ask them 

how they are getting on and give them your thoughts 

too – it is something that they will greatly                       

appreciate! 

Apprenticeships 

Many of our Year 12 and Year 13 students are            

researching different apprenticeship opportunities as 

this is the pathway they wish to take post-18. Whilst 

the process of applying for apprenticeships is different 

to applying for university, we have guided students to 

the following resources: 

Unifrog – Apprenticeship search tool 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship 

https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships-in-the-uk  

UCAS have also created this guide which you and 

your child may find helpful: https://www.ucas.com/

file/120301/download?token=DPdwJ0EV  

  

Tutor Programme 

In tutor time this week, our Year 12 students have    

begun looking at personal statements and what they 

should look like, and why they are needed by            

universities and employers. Students have now begun 

their first drafts of these and will use tutor time over 

the next few months to work with their tutor to                  

ensure it is giving them the best chance of success in 

their applications by accurately reflecting their skills 

and achievements. Next week, they will continue to 

use their personal statement workbooks to support 

this process, and they will be using our careers                     

platform, Unifrog, to help search for different                        

destinations post-18 to help guide their personal 

statements. 

As I have said above, our Year 13 tutor groups will 

continue to work on targeted revision amongst their 

peers. 

Year 13 University Bursaries and Grants 

Please be aware that there are many bursaries and 

grants available to university applicants. Please 

check the university website that your child has       

applied to in order to see if they are eligible for any 

bursaries or grants, as these are so wide ranging and 

many people do not realise that they are eligible for 

them, meaning they are missing out on free money! 

More information will be placed on the finance board 

in the study centre. 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships-in-the-uk
https://www.ucas.com/file/120301/download?token=DPdwJ0EV
https://www.ucas.com/file/120301/download?token=DPdwJ0EV


 

    YEAR 7 SUPERSTARS ARE: 

 

Capell, Alex 7E      9 

Rumbold, Jake 7B 9  

Percival, Evie 7E    9 

Gosling, Bobby 7E 9 

Hall, Holly 7D         8 

Giles, Abbigale 7E  8 

Loomes, Keira 7B  7 

Thomas, Seren 7D 7 

Giles, Alfie 7D         6 

Mumford, Emily 7B 6 

Hussain, Haydar 7E 6 

Well done for achieving the 
most positive SIMs last week. 

The English Department 

Year 10 Speaking and Listening  

Year 10 have done an amazing job with their Speaking and Listening exams this term. Everyone took 
part and worked hard to present interesting and engaging speeches. Although it may have seemed scary 
everyone gave it their best and the English team are incredibly proud of everyone.  



Miss McGee 

I am so proud of everyone for getting up and giving it their all over the past few weeks. Some of the     
highlights and students that blew me away were: 

 Freya Pamphlett: State Schools VS. Private education- why state schools provide just as much               
opportunity.  

 Mimi Guinness: Feminism in Shakespeare 

 Pearl Cumming: ‘Super Straight’- Sexuality trends on Social Media.  

 Lucy Gee: SATs- Negative impact on mental health 

Thank you all for introducing me to new topics and ideas and just showing me a 
little bit more of who you are.  

 

Mr Lindsay has been blown away at the start of this Summer term by the mature, and insightful        
presentations from his Y10s. A few of the highlights include the following: 

 

 Nyla Meechum – Why horses should be considered more in discussions around animal welfare 

 Mia Waering – Zoology is an interesting and worthwhile career. 

 Saif Ur-Rahman – Why education should be free, globally. 

 Ryan Ingham – Plastic pollution should be taken more seriously.  

 

Miss Sackman  

 Aaron Singh - Why homework should be banned 

 Jamie Betts - What it's like to have ADHD 

 Kayleigh Best - The Earth (Beauty and natural disasters)  

 Harry Tyler - What it's like to have a stutter 

 George Wilson - Causes of World War 2 

 Danielle Reynolds - Being an army child 

 

“I am super impressed with both of my Year 10 classes - they all gave it a go and it paid off!” –Miss        
Sackman  

 

 

Mr Hindley  

Speeches that Mr Hindley thought were really insightful and well executed: 

 Alex Blithe - Linguistics: The Secret and Hidden Rules of Conversation 

 Kaci Cooper - Gender Roles and Stereotypes 

 Alex Beesley - Why We Shouldn't Colonise Mars 

 Aoife McHenry - Why We Should All Be a Feminist 



 Mayah Mohammed - How Do we Measure Morality?  

 William Nunn - Connections Made Through Technology 

 Darius Takacs - Hypothetical Megastructures in Space 

 

“More broadly, I am incredibly proud of both my classes. Many have overcome anxieties, worries and 
fears to deliver exceptionally informative and interesting speeches that were a joy to listen to. Thank you 
to all for extending my knowledge and understanding, and well done!” – Mr Hindley  

The Lewis Carol Society:  

The Challenge: Write a ‘missing’ chapter for                                                

either Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland or Through the Looking-Glass. 

You can create new characters or re-use existing characters; create new 

scenarios or use an existing scenario and follow on. 

Competition Details 
There is no charge for entering the competition and the closing date is 
Saturday, July 3rd, which is Alice’s Day in Oxford this year. The final 
results are expected to be announced in the first week of August. 
The Lewis Carroll Society wish to encourage reading, writing and              
creativity across all age groups. There are three prizes of £100 each for 

three separate age groups – up to 16 yrs old, 16-20, over 20 yrs. Entries to be between 500 to 2000 words, 
depending on age. There will be additional prizes of Chris Riddell’s new book Through the Looking- Glass 
and What Alice Found There for the winner and runners-ups. 

 

Use this link to find out more and to submit your work:  

https://lewiscarrollsociety.org.uk/writing-competition/  

 

Rules of the LCS Competition 

 Produce a missing chapter of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland or Through the Looking-Glass 

 Only one entry per person. 

 Entries must be in English 

 Create your own title for the chapter 

 The name, age and word count of the author must be included with the entry. Your age will be taken 
as of 3rd July 2021. 

 For under-16s the minimum word count is 500 words, for 16 and over the minimum word count is 
1000 words 

 The maximum word count is 2000 words 

 Indicate where the submitted work fits into the original story – e.g. after ‘A Mad Tea-Party’, after 
‘Humpty Dumpty’ 

 For under 16s  – entries must be submitted by an adult capable of giving permission on behalf of the 
child-parent/guardian or the child’s teacher who has obtained the parent or guardian’s permission. 

 The competition will close on July 3rd 2021. 

 

Writing competitions: Top picks 



THE ORWELL YOUTH PRIZE 

ENTER THE PRIZE 

The Orwell Youth Prize 2021 is now open and this year’s theme is “A New Direction: Starting 
Small” 

The rules:  

1. You must be in years 8 – 13 (or equivalent) by the closing date of  4th 

June 2021 in order to enter. 

2. The competition is free to enter. 

3. The competition closes at 23.59 BST on 4th June 2021. 

4. Entries may be up to 1000 words long for entrants in school years 8 – 11 

(or equivalent) or up to 1500 words for entrants in school years 12 and 13 

(or equivalent). 

5. Entries may be in any form. For example, you may enter a piece of journalism, an essay, a short story, 

a poem, a play or any other genre of writing. If you submit a spoken word piece, your submission must be 

accompanied by a transcript. 

6. Each entry must be the original work of the author or authors. 

7. Entries must not have been selected for publication elsewhere, or have won any other competition. 

8. Entries must be in English. 

Entry is online only. Entries sent in the body of an email or as an attachment to email cannot be               
accepted. To enter, please enter through the formal online form. 

For more information please visit: 

https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-orwell-youth-prize/2018-youth-prize/about-the-prize/ 

 

Other competitions you may want to look at: 

Generation Lockdown: Writing competition Ages 11-13  

Entries should be 700 words of under 

This is your opportunity to write about your experience. Until midnight on Friday the 17th of July, you can 
submit a piece of writing about what life has been like in lockdown and during the coronavirus. 

This could be a personal experience, a poem, or a creative story. All of you will have had a unique            
experience that is only yours, and only you can capture in words. 

https://generationlockdown.co.uk/ 

 
The Solstice Prize for Young Writers (Entries opening soon) 

Get the chance to get your work published in an Anthology!  

https://writingeastmidlands.co.uk/young-writers/solstice-prize-2020/ 

https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-orwell-youth-prize/2018-youth-prize/about-the-prize/
https://generationlockdown.co.uk/
https://writingeastmidlands.co.uk/young-writers/solstice-prize-2020/


Inclusion news 

 

Firstly, we would to thank parents for their support 

with encouraging and listening to your children at 

home. Our year 7 and 8 students set themselves       

targets to read regularly at home and we can see 

many students making great progress with their        

independent reading which is fantastic. Thank you for 

using your reading records. 

Twenty minutes daily reading has such huge benefits, 

so please remind students just how important this is 

and what a difference it can make.  

 

 

 

If you haven’t found the right book for you yet, ask for some       

recommendations from friends, teachers and Ms Thomas based in 

the library.  

The school library has a huge range of books that you can borrow 

to read at home and if you have a particular interest or genre you 

like, you’ll be able to find a book that you will enjoy. 

 

 

I’d like you to set yourself a reading challenge that you can achieve. 

You might want to choose some new books, a set time that you read 

every day or share some recommendations with your friends. 

When you’ve finished your school work at the end of the day, it’s a 

great time to get away from screens and read. Read to take yourself 

somewhere else, read to learn about a new topic, read to relax, read 

and share a book with a friend or family. 

There are still 255 days to complete the challenge you have set      

yourself, you’ve got time to reach your goals. 

If you write your goals down, share them with your teachers and       

family, you’re more likely to aim to achieve your goals.  

Look at the link below for more information. 

https://www.goodreads.com/challenges/show/11650-2021-reading-challenge 

Thank you to all students who have come back from their break and putting in such a fantastic effort in their 

lessons. Our super stars this week are: 

 Year 7: Alex Handley, Harley Spencer and Immy Jolly 

 Year 8: Mollie-May Houghton, Oscar Ingham and Danny Mahmood 

 Year 9: Tom Beck, Callum Pirie and Dhaym Shah 

Keep up the great work. 

Ms Broady-Bennett and the Inclusion team 

https://www.goodreads.com/challenges/show/11650-2021-reading-challenge


Messages for Student Voice 

_________________________________________ 

#CaptainTom100 Challenge 

'The Big Ask' is the largest ever survey of children and young people in England 

It was launched on Monday 19thApril 2021 by the Children’s Commissioner for       
England, Dame Rachel de Souza: 

“We’ll use what you tell us to show the government what you think, and what         
children need to live happier lives.“ 

The survey only takes around 5-10 minutes to complete and it is a fantastic way to 
get your voices heard 

All of you have received the link to complete the survey on Satchel One 

You will have until 19th May 2021 to complete the survey 

For more information, follow the link on Satchel One  
Staff members, you too are encouraged to take part by following the link sent to you 

and clicking on ‘Adult’ 
Thank you in advance for taking part!  

 Last year Captain Tom Moore united the nation as he completed 100 laps of his         
garden and raised over £30 million for charity. 

 To celebrate his legacy, take on your own 100 challenge on Captain Tom’s birthday 
weekend! 

 Basic education remains an inaccessible right, with approximately 200 million        
children around the world not accessing education and a further 600 million        
children who are in education are failing basic literacy and numeracy – United        
Nations. 

 The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted children from low-income communities 
greatly, with school closures and no access to remote learning materials, the effect 
of this pandemic on these students education will be felt for years to come. 

 With your help, we can keep fighting to achieving the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals to ensure everyone has access to quality education. 

 Join us and take on the Captain Tom 100 challenge anytime between Friday 30 April 
and Monday 3 May. 

 Whether you walk up 100 steps, bake 100 cakes or dance for 100 minutes, you’ll 
help make sure we can build a brighter future for everyone. 

 If you have any other suggestions for school fundraising, please pass on your     
ideas to your tutor or year rep, or speak to Miss Sackman (Room 31) 



Maths 

This week, the Maths Team have decided to focus on students who really stand out in their Maths lessons 

such as, those who are eager to learn new skills, are determined, hard-working and conscientious, or set a 

great example for others… 

Mr Byford nominates – Chloe Smart – Chloe always gives 100% in every lesson. She attempts every question 

and is always keen to move onto extension work. Chloe will pose thoughtful questions when she does not 

understand something and takes on advice. I have been particularly impressed with how Chloe supports 

others around her whilst still completing her own work. Her work is always well presented and full of her 

own notes that help her to understand. Well done, Chloe! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Kennedy nominates – Edward Currier - for always being focused and driven to do his very best. The 

hard work is paying off. He has been working through a Junior Maths Challenge past paper, applying 

Maths knowledge, problem solving skills and logic, and achieved a high level of success. I look forward to 

seeing how well he does in the Maths Challenge next week.  Well done, Edward! 

 



Mrs McMahon nominates – William Harding – on the most recent algebra test he scored 24/25 he only 

dropped the last mark because working out was not shown fully.  A fantastic achievement – well 

done.  William has also been working on tricky GCSE style questions as an extension task in class. Well 

done, William!  

 

 

Mrs Pennells nominates – Chloe Deamer – Chloe’s determination to       

succeed in Maths is outstanding. Every lesson she shows she is eager to 

learn new skills and is not afraid to make mistakes and learn from them. 

She frequently contributes answers and explanations, which helps others 

in the group to understand better too. However challenging Chloe finds 

a task, she never gives up. She asks more questions, tries again and 

again, and keeps going until she’s got it. An inspiration and excellent     

example to others. I was particularly impressed how quickly she under-

stood our Factorising quadratics work on Tuesday. Well done, Chloe!  

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Bagga nominates – Katie Allsop - Katie is a super, diligent student and keen mathematician. Her work 

is thorough with excellent notes and methods. Katie works hard from the minute she comes into maths   

lessons. She is keen to understand concepts and move onto extension work. Well done, Katie! 



Mr Dahal nominates – Lewis Blake - Lewis has worked extremely hard in all lessons and 

consistently achieved fantastic results in all his assessments in both A level Maths and  

Further Maths A level this year. He has an excellent understanding of calculus and           

applying these concepts to solve a range of problems. Lewis has made excellent         

contributions to class discussions and has supported other students. Well done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to all our nominated students this week! 



MFL News - Star Language Learners 

 

We would like to congratulate the following students for their hard work and         

contributions to lessons since the start of term  

 

 
 

Name Year  Language 

Lucas Timms 8ADe1 German 

Lorcan Blair 8ADe1 German 

Fraser Mowat 8ADe1 German 

Megan Winch 8ADe1 German 

   

Jack Bowen 9HDe1 German 

Daniel Clayton 9HDe1 German 

Jack Goodman 9HDe1 German 

Maryam Saeed 9HDe1 German 

Harry Simpkins 9HDe1 German 

   

Kai Nurser 9JDe1 German 

Anna Wilkins 9JDe1 German 

Yvonne Aschkar 9JDe1  German 

   

Isabella Gilchrist 7D French 

Harriet Blake 7D French 

Mimi Guinness 10F French 

Aidan Walker 10F French 

William Brain  7C French 

Lacie Balloch 7C French 

Phoebe Drysdale 7B French 



News 
 

KS3 students have been covering the topic of school life in France and Germany. 
We have been looking at some of the differences between life at school in the UK 
and in Europe. Our students were not so keen on the early start to the school day 
in France and Germany or the idea of resitting the year (“redoubler” in French or 
“Sitzen bleiben” in German) More popular were the fact there was no school         
uniform and the longer summer holidays! 
 

Language Fun 
 

Did you know the German word for a Skunk is “Stinktier” which literally means 
Stinky animal! 
If you want to go window shopping in France you use the phrase “faire du              
lèche-vitrine” which means to lick the window! 
 
A wonderful French joke from Mr. Williamson 
Q: Why do you only need one egg to make a crêpe? 
A: Because one egg is ‘un oeuf’  
 

YEAR 8 

 



Culworth Junior Cricket Club 

  

Culworth Junior Cricket Club started on Tuesday 13th April at 6pm. We are a very 
friendly club accepting boys and girls from age 6 onwards. Membership fees have 
been reduced by 50% for the 2021 season. If you are interested, contact Jim    
Powell on 07860 638557 or jpowell@jspmanagement.co.uk for more information.  

 

 

 

 

Medicspot Face Mask Challenge 

We’re calling all children to design your own face mask! Win face masks 
for you and all your classmates, a £500 prize for your school and help 
support NHS workers and volunteers. To get your face mask template 

and to enter, go to www.medicspot.co.uk/mask 

mailto:jpowell@jspmanagement.co.uk
http://www.medicspot.co.uk/mask


Careers 

Career of the Week 

This Week: Warehousing Manager – Warehouse managers 

plan and coordinate warehouse operations at distribution depots, retail     

superstores and manufacturing plants.  

Next Week: Heating and ventilation engineer – Heating and 

ventilation engineers install and service heating and air conditioning in large 

buildings like factories, schools and hospitals. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Wednesday 26th May UCAS Parent Session 6:30pm to 7:30pm 

Aspire Higher and Study Higher have arranged for Charlie Smith, Digital Learning Developer from UCAS to give 

an informative webinar as an expert at UCAS for parents and carers.  

Get an explanation of the application process and how you can support your child in making a successful      

application. Get your questions answered in the live Q&A after Charlie's talk! 

If you wish to book, please follow the link: https://bit.ly/3spui0Z 
 

                                                     ———————————————————————— —— 

  

 

Speaker for schools have released their latest Virtual Work Experience                

Opportunities which students in Year 10- 13 are able to apply for now! 

These opportunities have been added to students Unifrog account so please    

encourage them to have a look and apply to those they are interested in. 

Knowledge of the workplace is an important learning experience for all students 

and will be beneficial when making applications in the future.  

 

– Mrs Georgia Thomas, Careers and Learning Resources Coordinator  

https://bit.ly/3spui0Z

