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On Tuesday of this week, we were delighted to run our first Extended Project Day of 2022-2023. 

Year groups across the school had a day away from their regular timetables and took part in a 

range of activities.  

We had educational visits around Middleton Cheney, to Birmingham and to London; external 

speakers; careers, unifrog and UCAS workshops; a creative writing workshop, well-being and 

mindfulness activities and numerous other opportunities to learn or experience something                  

different. 

In addition, and on the theme of careers, a group of our Sixth Form Health and Social Care                    

students went to Northampton University on Wednesday to learn more about careers in 

healthcare and university life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all of our wonderful students for their diligence and interest, and to our staff for               
organising such wonderful opportunities for our students.  
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Parental Support for Sixth Form Students  

Within the school, we support students with their 
post-18 destinations throughout the two years that 
they are with us. Whilst the majority of our students 
do progress on to university each year, we ensure that 
students are supported with all post-18 progression 
routes, including apprenticeships, employment and 
gap years. 
 
This support began for our Year 12 students on our 
Extended Project Day this week, where the University 
of Coventry came into school to deliver a session 
about why to choose university and how to apply 
through UCAS. As we move through the year, we will 
have representatives from gap year organisations, 
ASK Apprenticeships and our Careers Day will also 
give support to students on all progression routes. 
 
As parents and carers, if you would like additional 
support and guidance to help your child with their 
post-18 choices, you can sign up for these useful guides 
from Success at School. The information in their 
guides will allow you to gain a deeper understanding 
of each pathway and you can sign up to receive access 
to these here: https://mc.successatschool.org/guides22?
goal=0_f09eb3b2c8-00b67f81d3-
212030681&mc_cid=00b67f81d3&mc_eid=4793b0ef25  
 
If any students or parents/carers have any questions 
about post-18 pathways, then please do not hesitate 
to contact me at bbelstone@chenderit.net  
 

16-19 Bursary: 

The 16-19 bursary fund provides financial support to 

help students overcome barriers to participation so they 

can remain in education. There are two forms of bursary 

that our students can apply for: 

Discretionary Bursary: 

If your household income is less than £25,000 a year and/

or the student is eligible for free school meals, then they 

can get extra financial support. 

Vulnerable Bursary: 

If a student is in care, is a care leaver, in receipt of                 

income support/universal credit and/or disabled young        

people in receipt of both Disability Living Allowance/

Personal Independence Payments and Employment              

Support Allowance. 

For those students who have already applied,                        

allocations have been issued.  

If your child has not applied and is eligible, or your                  

situation changes throughout the year, then applications 

are always available. Please speak confidentially to a 

member of the Sixth Form team who will be able to give 

your child an application form. 

UCAS Update: 

 

Our Year 13 university applicants are continuing with 

the applications and they have all been part of an      

assembly and tutor time programme which shows 

them how to register their applications on the UCAS 

website over the past month. We are incredibly                 

impressed with the calibre of the applications again 

this year, and we have had an increase in the number 

of students applying for courses with an October 15th 

deadline, such as those wishing to study at Cambridge 

and Oxford. It is always fantastic to read through 

personal statemements and we thoroughly enjoy              

supporting our students with this part of their next 

steps.  If you have any questions in regards to ongoing 

applications, please contact Mr Belstone or Mrs 

Rowe. 

Tutor Time Overview: 

The key theme for tutor time over the past week has been 

‘Democracy’. Our Year 12 students have spent the week 

looking at the issue of political bias in the media so they 

understand how their political perceptions and values 

can be influenced by different sources, particularly              

media outlets such as social media platforms. Our Year 

13 students have spent this week seeking feedback from 

their tutors on their personal statements and completing 

their UCAS applications (more information on this 

above). 

This current week and next week, both Year 12 and Year 

13 are looking at an incredibly important issue – sexual 

consent. We have included more information and               

discussions on this as part of our personal development 

curriculum this year to ensure that each of our students 

are able to protect themselves as young adults, not only 

whilst at the Sixth Form, but also as they move through 

the next few years of their lives. 

https://mc.successatschool.org/guides22?goal=0_f09eb3b2c8-00b67f81d3-212030681&mc_cid=00b67f81d3&mc_eid=4793b0ef25
https://mc.successatschool.org/guides22?goal=0_f09eb3b2c8-00b67f81d3-212030681&mc_cid=00b67f81d3&mc_eid=4793b0ef25
https://mc.successatschool.org/guides22?goal=0_f09eb3b2c8-00b67f81d3-212030681&mc_cid=00b67f81d3&mc_eid=4793b0ef25
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Maths 

Mechanics 

One of the earliest applications of mathematics to the physical world, mechanics deals with the                 

motion of bodies under the application of forces. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

What is it? Newton’s Laws 

Mechanics describes billiard balls colliding, swinging 
pendulums, blocks sliding down slows, systems of 

pullets, and much more. 

  

Mechanics was governed for hundreds of years by 
Newton’s laws of motion, but in the twentieth                  

century corrections were introduced for objects that 
are travelling very fast (relativity theory) or that are 

very small (quantum mechanics) . 

British scientist Sir Isaac Newton                               
encapsulated the principles of classical                   
mechanics in his three laws of motion: 

  

1. A body remains at rest or continues in its 
state of uniform motion unless acted on by a 

force. 

2. If you apply a force F to a body of mass 
m, it will accelerate at a rate a. F=ma 

3. For every action there is an equal and 
opposite reaction. 

4th Century BC 1687 1765 1788 

The ancient Greeks               
consider how objects 

react to forces. 

Newton publishes his 
three laws of motion 

Leonhard Euler extends 
the laws of classical                

mechanics to rotating 
bodies 

Lagrange                  
develops an                 
alternative                  

approach to               
mechanics, based 
on energy rather 

than forces. 

1900 1905 1696 

Max Planck develops the first                   
ideas in quantum mechanics, for 

the motion of subatomic particles. 

Einstein’s special theory of                      
relativity is published, showing 

how Newton’s laws break down 
at close to the speed of light. 

Paul Dirac combines                            
quantum mechanics with 

special relativity to                      
describe ultrafast motion 
in the subatomic world. 



Nominations  

Mr Heyes nominates Sam Cavanagh and Sam Leadbeater (Year 12) for an excellent start to 

their further maths curriculum. They are both showing outstanding commitment and effort in 

their further mechanics momentum module, and are already producing quality work that                     

exceeds expectations. They never hesitate to get stuck into a challenge, and are showing great 

determination. Keep it up lads! 

Mr Byford nominates Lily Wilson, Zeke Webb and Amelia Moore (all Year 10). All have shown 
a fantastic attitude to the start of the year, they are working extremely hard in lessons. The             
quality of their work is really high and they are always striving to move on to extension work. 
The students are also getting involved with good probing questions in reference to the work we 
are completing – a  great start. I have generally been very pleased with the attitude and                 
application of both 10A/Ma2 and 10B/Ma2. Keep up the good work! 

Mr Huckin would like to say a fantastic well done to all of 11B/Ma4. The attitude and                               
determination that they have shown towards our work so far this year is brilliant. They should all 
be proud of themselves. In particular, I would like to shout out Tom Beck for smashing every 
target I have given him.  

Mr Smith nominates Harry Gibbs and Scarlet Livingstone who are amongst many students 
who have made a great start to the new school year. I have picked out these 2 as they have 
been great at asking questions and answering them. Well done. Also Maryam Saeed who was 
on fire last week, making links and answering questions. Go girl! 

Mrs Pennells nominates Molly Wright (Year 10) for her fantastic attitude to learning in Maths. 
Your notes are detailed and work is presented to a very high standard. It's great to see you             
asking for help and checking your understanding if you’re not feeling confident. Keep it up and 
you’ll make excellent progress this year. Well done Molly! 

Mr Dahal nominates Lottie Reid (Year 13) for demonstrating an excellent understanding in                 
applying De Moivres theorem to express powers of trigonometric functions as multiples of                
trigonometric functions to enable her to solve more complex equations. Well done.  

A Puzzle 

Cut Cube 

A solid, four-inch cube of wood is coated with blue paint on all six sides. 

  

Then the cube is cut into smaller one-inch cubes. 

  

These new one-inch cubes will have either three blue sides, two blue sides, one blue side, or no blue 

sides. How many of each will there be? 

  

To check your answer, see Mr Huckin in Room 82. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs McMahon nominates Rohith Ganeshkumar (Year 10) because he has an exceptional             
attitude to learning and works hard every lesson, without fail.  Rohith completes extension tasks 
in almost every lesson, showing a keen interest in reaching the highest standard. 

Mrs Bagga would like to nominate 7A who have settled into maths lessons with great                         
enthusiasm. Their behaviour and attitude to learning is fantastic. 

Mr Armstrong has been very impressed with his Year 10 who have started the year really well 
and shown great progress with graphs. In particular, Courtney Green has started the year                 
brilliantly and has shown great resilience in lessons. Well done.  

Year 7 Baseline Testing 

On Wednesday 21st September the Maths department conducted a baseline test for all Year 7                   

students during lesson time. This data, alongside the CATS testing will support the maths department 

in determining classes for the rest of the year. 

All students in Year 7 will be working on the same scheme of work. Our scheme of work is derived 

from the Pearson Edexcel 11-19 Progression Range, and, as such, students will be covering the same 

units in our scheme of learning. 

The purpose of determining classes will help the department to set additional support or depth work 

alongside the core scheme of work. The additional work will focus on a range of problem solving skills 

to further develop a student's schema. Some students may work at a faster pace and therefore our 

depth work will be key to their learning and progress. 

For every unit that is covered, an assessment will follow; the Maths department regularly reviews this 

data to ensure that every student is in the best class for them, and, as such, there may be some 

changes throughout the year. 

If you have any questions about this process or the results of this then please contact Mr M Byford, 

Head of Mathematics. 



On Tuesday 20th September 2022 the 

PE and Science departments came                  

together to take Year 9 to the Think 

Tank in Birmingham. The students had 

the opportunity to explore hands on                 

science in the science garden and were 

treated to a fantastic demonstration of 

the links between sport and science by 

the Think Tank team, ably assisted by a 

number of students and 

teachers. This was all in             

addition to being able to         

explore the brilliant museum 

from top to bottom.  

As mentioned, the                 

demonstration included a 

large degree of audience 

participation from our               

enthusiastic students and 

our even more enthusiastic 

teaching staff! Special mention must to go to Mr Vickers, whose reaction time 

was clocked, in less than scientific conditions, at 1.66 milliseconds. Usain 

Bolt’s reaction times are 1.69 milliseconds! As you can imagine Mr Vickers is 

keen to keep this particular statistic quiet, so please do not mention it to him, 

ever. Mr Oliver also threw himself, literally, head first into the demonstration. 

After lengthy conversations with our insurers and considering his numerous 

modelling contracts, Mr Oliver placed his jaw on the line to prove the first law 

of thermodynamics – energy 

cannot be created or destroyed 

– by proving that a bowling ball 

swung from the chin will not 

come back to provide the                 

demonstrator with a cut-price 

dental service but will rather 

come right back to where it 

started – no energy is lost or 

gained. 



The list of students who                 

participated in the                        

demonstrations are far too                 

numerous to list here but we 

must say a huge thank you to 

them all for getting                      

involved, in particular Lily                  

Edwards who, after sitting on a 

chair of nails, cannot complain 

about the comfort of our                       

science lab stools ever again! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the demonstration the students explored the museum’s 4 floors,                  

learning about the Mars Rover 

and how to use a JCB arm; and                

taking their place in a Spitfire 

cockpit while wearing a                     

sheepskin flying jacket and         

coming face to face with the 

skull of a monstrous Triceratops. 

They also discovered that, over 

the years, Birmingham has made 

everything from glass to plastic, 

and jewellery to Minis. 



It was a pleasure to take Year 9 on 

this trip after two years of COVID 

restrictions and I hope that the 

students enjoyed their day.  

I would like to say a HUGE thank 

you to all the staff who                             

accompanied us for their hard 

work to make it such a great day 

out. 

  

       

Finally, I must also make a special mention of my star of the week, Grace 

Froom. Grace was unable to join us on this educational visit, but instead 

stayed in school and, in between supporting Year 7, produced three wonderful 

posters summarising the three sciences of Physics, Chemistry and Biology. 

These posters are being laminated as I write and will be on proud display 

during our Year 6 into 7 evening, showcasing not just what we do in science 

but the wonderful talent and creativity we have at Chenderit. 

Mr Le Roy  

Science  



Inclusion  

We were very lucky to welcome 3 new teaching assistants to join our fantastic team at the start of term. We 

welcome Mr Church, Mrs Haynes and Miss Kerry to the team. 

As we settle in to the term, it has been really positive to witness students enjoying reading our texts                        

together in class. 

Students have been discussing some of their ideas about reading, finding the ideal environment and the 

search for a book they enjoy.  

 

 

 

For students who have Literacy support, they have been given a reading record sheet to note their daily 

reading. We really appreciate you reading with your child and listening to them read to support them.  

We suggest that 20 minutes daily is an aim as this makes such a difference to their learning,. Reading                 

comprehension also allows them to learn new vocabulary and makes a huge difference in their own writing 

skills. 

Well done to all our students who are reading regularly at home and in class.  

Ms Broady-Bennett 

Reading at home. 

• Read a book you enjoy. 

• Read in peace. 

• Stop reading a book if you decide you don’t like it. 

• Share your book with others. 

• Get help with your reading. 

• Feel emotional when reading. 

• Read anywhere. 

• Read at your own pace. 

• Read the same books as someone else. 

• Read anything, not just books. 

• Express your opinion about the author. 

• Recommend books to your friends. 









English 
During this week’s Extended Project Day, the English team were lucky enough to have our wonderful Year 

10 cohort in our classrooms for a day of creative writing. 

Our shared task was to research and produce our own dystopian stories! 

We looked at examples from “The Hunger Games,” “The Handmaid’s Tale,” and even “1984.” 

We had stories in the end of a huge variety – some of alien encounters, some of a much more personal 

kind. 

The entire English team would like to thank all of the Year Tens for a hugely rewarding day, that was the 

result of their hard work and commitment. 

 



NEWS FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT 

Visit to Tate Modern 

A short week this week, but one packed full of 

importance. After Monday’s bank holiday to 

mark the burial of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 

II, Chenderit Sixth Form students visited Tate 

Modern on Tuesday, to explore the collection 

and be inspired by the wealth of artwork and 

creativity on display.  

Mr Christy was particularly taken by one exhibit: 

“The Snail” by Henri Matisse. The photograph 

here gives a sense of scale of Matisse’s papercut 

work, and help put into context the work                   

currently on display in our Heseltine Gallery. By 

the time you read this, art staff will have started 

to take Year Seven students to the gallery in                     

lesson time. We can’t wait to read how they will 

respond to the work exhibited. 

If you haven’t visited our “Matisse: Drawing with 

Scissors” exhibition yet, please do so. A feast of 

shape and colour ready to put a smile back on anyone’s face. The gallery is open to the public 

every day except Saturdays, from 10.00am until 4.00pm. Please come and support our gallery. 

 

Year Ten and Year Eleven Art students 

Students in Years Ten and Eleven are now beginning to feel the pressure of their forthcoming 

GCSE coursework assignments. All the work that students do for art in Years Ten and Eleven, 

both in class and at home, will go towards the coursework portfolio, worth 60% of the final GCSE 

grade. It is so important that students keep up with the demands of the course, and particularly 

important that they complete all the independent work set to the very best of their ability.                  

Students should remember that extra effort is always rewarded: the harder that students decide 

to work, the more successful they will be. We hope that all students want to be as successful as 

possible, so urge everyone to “aim high, work hard” and “be nice.” Extra effort now is always 

better than extra stress later on, so it is important that everyone keeps up to date. To help                  

students in Year Eleven ensure that their portfolios are up to date, we are expecting all students 

to hand in all their work on October 5th 2022 for an interim assessment. We want everyone to 

be as successful as possible, so are happy if any students want to stay after school in order to 

put a bit of extra time in, or need to catch up on any work that might be incomplete.  



Year 8 

It has been a real pleasure to get to know many of the Year 8 students over the last few 

weeks, and it's been great to hear many positive comments from teachers about the year 

group.  

 

Their Extended Project Day on 21st September was focused on careers. Amongst other 

activities, students explored the Unifrog platform to better understand their skills and                   

interests, considered what success in the future means to them, and had a first                             

introduction to their GCSE options. Students were engaged and enthusiastic throughout 

the day and hopefully are now starting to consider those first important choices which 

they will be making later in the year.  

 

In their personal development sessions, students have been learning about democracy. 

They have been discussing the different functions of the House of Commons and House 

of Lords, but also thinking about how they can make a difference at a more local level by 

taking action. Student reps and school councillors are also being chosen, which gives a 

number of students the chance to engage politically at Chenderit.   

 

Mr Macrory  
Head of Y8 



Careers 

This week has been very busy with regard to careers, information, advice and guidance. Our first Extended Project Day for 

year 11 and year 8 had a ‘focus on careers’ day.  

Year 11 

Our Year 11 students attended 6 workshops throughout the day with the aim of learning about planning their future choices 

and destinations after completing their GCSE qualifications in summer 2023.  

We were really pleased to have representatives from: 

• University of Northampton  

• Activate Learning (Banbury and Bicester College) 

• Ask Apprenticeships  

• MGTS (an educational charity with dedicated training in the engineering                

sector) 

 

Students received 45 minute workshops from each representative, where they learnt 

about the different routes and options into potential career pathway. Many were             

surprised to find that their chosen career or career ideas had more than one entry 

path, something they had not considered before.  

We were also able to present an ex-Chenderit student, Stuart Moore, who is the                     

co-founder and managing director of Plus One Personnel, a successful recruitment 

specialist in Banbury. He delivered a workshop on high quality CVs and the importance 

of a professional online presence.  I believe many students found this particularly                   

interesting and very informative.  

 

Year 8 

Year 8 students had 5 workshops focused on their future GCSE options and how they can make a well informed decision when 

the times comes.  

1. Unifrog personality and interests quiz - Students took quizzes on Unifrog to learn more about their personality type 

and interests in order to research associated careers that may suit them.  

 

2. ‘Where to?’ – This workshop included 3 video interviews with a Carpenter, Navy Logistics Officer and Consultant                  

Surgeon. Each speaker spoke about their original career plans, how they got into their current role and their journey 

to reach where they are now in their job environment.  

 

3. Skills Builder – Students looked at ‘Aiming High’ step 5 ‘I set goals for myself’.  This 

lesson focused on setting goals long term, mid term and short term and helped 

students to understand how looking at GCSE options would be a short term step 

compared to their desired career which would be long term. 

 

4. Options – This workshop looked at the options our students will be picking later in 

the academic year and how to best to approach the selection process. Looking 

from the perspective of those young people who already have a career in mind and a different approach for those 

without a specific career choice at this stage, the aim was to encourage students to make informed decisions based 

on their strengths, interests and career goals.  



5. Journey to Success – Considering where they may wish to be in 20 years, students worked backwards from the goal 

and considered the steps needed to succeed in reaching their aspirations and career choices.  

 

I would like to say a massive thank you to all of those involved in planning the 2 careers year events and to the staff who ran 

and contributed to the workshops. Also, a special mention to all the guest speakers who took time out of their day to come 

and speak to our students. It is greatly appreciated.  

Well done to all of our students for taking part in the day and making the most of the workshops. I hope they found these 

useful and learnt a lot a great deal about themselves and where they want to go in their future.  

                                                   _______________________________________________ 

This week’s Career of the Week is:  

 

 

 

 

                                _____________________________ 

Rugby Borough Academy Trials 

Thursday 27th October at 10:00am 
 

Are you a budding year 11 or year 12 student that would like to train and play 

for a fast growing semi - professional football club? 

 

You could study a BTEC level 3 EXTENDED Diploma in Sports Studies. 

To apply, please visit: https://bit.ly/RBAoF_Oct_Trials  

                                                ___________________________________________ 

‘The Parent Perspective’ Podcast 

Join Rachel Burden as she hosts ‘The Parent Perspective’                    

podcast, an exciting podcast series for parents and carers , 

helping them to support their children with careers advice 

and guidance. 

Together with Not Going to Uni, the aim of the podcast is to 

make sure that parents are supported to feel informed and             

confident in providing careers support and guidance to their 

child, so that they ultimately make the best decisions for them. 

Listen via your preferred platform now or by following the link: https://

amazingapprenticeships.com/the-parent-perspective-podcast/ 

 

Mrs Georgia Thomas – Careers and Learning Resources Coordinator – gnthomas@chenderit.net  

Tax Inspector  

Tax inspectors make sure the correct 

amount of tax is paid and that fraud 

hasn’t taken place 

https://bit.ly/RBAoF_Oct_Trials
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/the-parent-perspective-podcast/
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mailto:gnthomas@chenderit.net

