
 

 
 A Message from the Chair of Governors 

We are currently seeking new governors – would you like to join our Governing Body? 
 
Our school’s Governing Body is made up of parents, staff and community members; normal people from all walks of life, 
with a range of different backgrounds, skills and experiences. We are all volunteers who work together for the benefit of 
Chenderit School.  
 
As part of our succession planning, we are currently looking for new Governors and would be delighted to hear from        
anyone who has: 

 an interest in the performance of our school 

 an open and enquiring mind 

 the ability to look at issues objectively 

 the confidence to ask questions and join in debate 

 a willingness to listen and make informed judgements 

 the ability to work well with others 

 time to spare 
 
What is the Governing Body’s Role? 
The Governing Body of our school has three key functions: 

 To maintain our clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction 

 To oversee the financial performance of the school and make sure our money is well spent 

 To engage with the Leadership Team on the educational performance of the school and its students 
What can we offer? 

 A chance to develop skills in strategic leadership and management 

 The ability to engage with students, staff, parents and the school community 

 The opportunity to address a range of education issues within the school (e.g. disadvantaged pupil performance, 
staff workload and teacher recruitment) 

 The opportunity to approve budgets and decide how money is best spent 

 The chance to sit on panels and make decisions about a range of matters including student exclusions and staff    
employment matters 

 
As well as preparing for and attending meetings, governors are also asked to look at specific areas of the school’s work in 
more detail. To help support governors, everyone has access to further training to help build on existing skills or to develop 
new ones. 
 
Being a school governor is a challenging but hugely rewarding role. If you would like the opportunity to make a real       
difference to the young people of Chenderit School, give something back to your local community and use and develop 
your skills in a board-level environment, please contact Mrs Jo Davies jdavies@chenderit.northants.sch.uk                           
(01295 711567 ext 216)  in the first instance.  

 

mailto:jdavies@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


PARENTS’ EVENINGS: 

 

When we issued the calendar for the academic year 2020 – 21 we indicated that parents evenings were 
“to be confirmed”.  At the time, it seemed likely that restrictions owing to Covid-19 would remain in place 
until at least the New Year. 

 Recent government announcements suggest that restrictions may well be in place for six 
months. Holding parents’ evenings in these circumstances would clearly be unsafe.  During the period of 
lockdown we carried out end-of-year assessments (PPEs for years 10 and 12) and issued reports in line 
with our calendar, and it is our intention to do so again this year.   

 As our calendar indicates, we will send reports home for all students this term and next term.  Having 
read the reports, if parents wish to discuss any matters arising they should contact the class teacher by 
email.  

Equally, if a member of staff feels they would like to talk to you about any aspect of your child’s progress, 
they will contact you.  

  

 Patrick Taylor  - Deputy Head Curriculum  

YEAR 8 

 

Year 8s have had a great couple of weeks focusing on their work and enjoying their learning. 

Positive SIMs this year so far... 

8A   370 
8B   338 
8C   363 
8D   318 
8E   337 
8F   389 
 
Year 8 councils and Year 8 representatives have been voted in and have conducted their first meetings 

with Miss Sackman. I am so pleased with the amount of students who applied for the various positions. 

This really does show the ambition of many students in the year. Personal development tutor lessons will 

be working on how to stay safe online. I would like to share the importance of staying safe online at all 

times.  

Remember, if you write something online and send it out to the world you lose all control of it.  

Mr Fitton  -  Head of Year 8 



 

DRAMA 

Year 9 GCSE Drama students have been working hard this week, and have begun to create their devised 
Children’s Theatre performances, based on ‘Revolting Rhymes’ by Roald Dahl, and are targeting them at 
KS1 children.  We are very impressed the great standard of work being produced, especially as it’s only 
Week 3! 

 

 

 

A Level Drama & Theatre  

 

A HUGE congratulations to the A-level Drama and Theatre students who have 

completed their wonderful Component 1 Devised Performances.  The students 

have all worked incredibly hard, and have picked up the performance work that 

was ‘on hold’ over lock-down. They have demonstrated amazing determination,     

resilience and team-work within the matter of three weeks! A big thank you to the 

fellow sixth form students and staff for being an attentive audience, Mr Ledger for 

supporting with the lighting and sound, Mr Woodcock for support with staging and 

Mr Vinciguerra for helping with the set pieces including the giant plug!  

  

Ms Jackson-Pate, Head of Drama 

 

 



STUDENT VOICE 

Congratulations to the following students who have been elected to represent their year group in the 

school council: 

 

Year 7: Dylan Prewer and Amy Shannon 

Year 8: Josh Grisevicious and Tilly Anthony 

Year 9: Katie Dudley-Cave and Jamie Wallis 

Year 10: Freddie Furby and Alex Blithe 

Year 11: Jed Gibbins and Tabitha Ash  

 

The Sixth Form has also held elections with the following outcome: 

 

Ronan McLean – Chair 

Lily Sear - Deputy Chair 

Yousra Radi – Sixth Form Ambassador 

 
This is a great achievement for all involved and I am looking forward to our first meeting this Friday! 

 
Miss Sackman 

Year 7 

Congratulations to the following Year 7 students who gained the most positive SIMs last week: 
 
Finn Stevenson  11   
Leah Spyker         8 
Bobby Gosling      8 
Egan Ward            8 
Ryan Frost             7 
Ewan Ellis              7 
Jake Rumbold      7 
Tobias Godfrey    7 
Grace Froom       7 
Andie Jones         7 
Alex Capell           7 
 
A real achievement in just one week—well done and keep up the hard work. 
 
Congratulations also go to 7D (7 FFT) who have achieved the most positive SIMs since the       
beginning of term.  351!  This is fantastic. 
 
This week all Year 7 students sat CATs tests.  They were brilliant. They all rose to the challenge 
and showed maturity and resilience.  
 
It is great to see more and more Year 7 students getting involved in extra-curricular groups.  
Please encourage the young people to do this. It will help to widen friendship groups and build 
confidence.  All they need to do is just turn up.  Neither yourselves or the students actually need 
to “sign up”   Just enjoy.     
 
Mrs Hoose  -  Head of Year 7 



 

Science 

We are very proud in Science with the start that our students have made in getting back to school and 
working hard in lessons.  Here are a few examples of excellent work produced in the first three weeks of 
term and they show the high standards being set by students at Chenderit School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annabel and Kayleigh have been learning about ionic and covalent bonding in Chemistry.  Their work 
shows a great understanding of a complex idea.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y10 – Jessica Morgan  

Y10 - Annabelle Dascalescu 

Y10 -  Kayleigh Best 

 

Year 7  

Our new Y7 students have been learning about lab 
safety and how to use a Bunsen burner.  This is a set 
of results produced from heating water with a Bunsen 
burner and plotting a graph of the results. 

           Y7— Lottie Timms 



Literacy support 

As we settle in to the term, it has been really positive to witness students enjoying reading our texts together in class. 

Students have been discussing with me some of their ideas about reading and finding the ideal environment and the search for a 

book that they really get pleasure from reading.  

This week, our year 8 Literacy students shared some important ideas of what they feel the rights of the reader are to them. 

 

 

For students who have Literacy support, they have been given a reading record sheet to note their daily reading. We suggest that 

20 minutes daily is an aim as this makes such a difference to their learning. reading comprehension, allows them to learn new  

vocabulary and makes a huge difference in their own writing skills. 

We really appreciate you reading with your child to support them. (If you can’t always find a moment, I find having them read at 

the kitchen table, whilst I get dinner prepared also works well.) 

Well done to all our students who are reading regularly in class.  

Our stars this week are Lily Wilson and Harry Pearson in year 8.  

Ms Broady-Bennett 

Reading at home. 

Read a book you enjoy. 

Read in peace. 

Stop reading a book if you decide you don’t like it. 

Share your book with others. 

Get help with your reading. 

Feel emotional when reading. 

Read anywhere. 

Read at your own pace. 

Read the same books as someone else. 

Read anything, not just books. 

Express your opinion about the author. 

Recommend books to your friends. 

ART 

A great start to the new school year 

It's difficult to believe that we have now all been back at Chenderit for three full weeks. So far, students 

working in the art department have made a great start to the new school year. Everyone has really        

impressed us with how they have all responded to our new routines and protocols. One thing that          

students are all trying to get used to is this notion of taking responsibility for their own resources. Almost 

everyone has really taken this on board, and we haven’t needed to lend out materials in the same       

quantities that we usually would. A massive “thank you” to all students who have remembered to always 

bring in the resources that they need. Please could we remind everyone that bringing a pencil, rubber and 

sharpener to every art lesson is a minimum expectation: there should be no reason not to have these 

things with you. 

Advice from previous art students 

As students begin the year, it’s always good to consider how they can take responsibility for, and           
ultimately ensure, their own success. We asked previous GCSE students to offer advice, particularly for 
anyone in Years Nine, Ten and Eleven. “Keep up to date with your deadlines” was the most popular     
snippet of wisdom- something that we hope all our GCSE students will try to adhere to this year. “Listen to 
what your teachers say- do your best to respond to their advice, and ask for help when you get stuck.”; 
“Keep practising!”; “Be willing to put that extra time in: the more effort you put in, the better an artist you 
will become, and the prouder you will be of what you achieve.” Wise words! 



Welcome Year Twelve 

All of Year Twelve are now well into their new A level courses, and in terms of art and photography, we 
have been so impressed with our new intake. Students have been focussed, determined and keen to 
make a really good first impression. It has been great to see! We hope to celebrate their achievements 
throughout the course of the year, but couldn’t resist sharing some of the art students’ responses to their 
very first assignment. Their challenge was to fill an empty matchbox with an assortment of interesting   
objects, then accurately record what they each saw…  

 



        WEEKLY CANTEEN MENU (21-25 September) 



Maths 

This week we would like to celebrate the work of our wonderful Year 8s! Since returning to school, Year 8 

have been focusing on number topics, looking at written and mental methods, calculating with negative 

numbers, laws of indices and prime factors. They have been working hard to build upon the knowledge 

and understanding of skills from units they studied in Year 7. It has been great to see Year 8 so focused 

in their lessons and producing some fantastic work. We have chosen some work to share 

this week, which we hope will inspire students across all year groups to think about how 

they are presenting their Maths work. Neat, organised and detailed notes make a Maths 

book so useful for revision later on!  

 

 

 

 

 

Our Maths shop is now open! We have maths pencil cases available for £1.50 each. These contain      

everything you need for your maths lessons – pens (black/blue and green), a pencil, compass, protractor 

and a ruler (calculators are also available separately). As break times are staggered at the moment, 

please email Mrs Pennells or Mrs McMahon if you wish to purchase a Maths kit and they will help you to 

get what you need. (jpennells@chenderit.net or cmcmahon@chenderit.net).   

 

Teacher’s nominations 

Mr Byford: Lauren Coleman  - for excellent effort with presentation. Notes are detailed and the method 

is shown clearly. Your book will be really useful for revision. Well done!  

Mrs Mcmahon: Zara Mehmood - for great progress using a new method for multiplying. Well done!  

Mrs Kennedy: Edward Currier – for excellent effort with laws of indices work. Well-presented class work 

with detailed notes to help with revision. Well done! 

Mrs Pennells: Jamie King – fantastic attitude to learning in all maths lessons. Focused throughout every 

lesson and work is presented consistently well. Methods are shown clearly and extra notes added to help 

with revision. Well done!  

 

 

 

 

Sophie Shepherd Rebecca Russell 
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Lauren Coleman 

Grace Fletcher 

Lilli Mundy 

Zara Mehmood 

Edward Currier 

Jamie King 
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Free School Meal 

Chenderit School’s Free School Meals application service is provided by Learning, Skills and Education. 

Please see below the criteria and application process, which can be accessed via our website or directly through the Northamptonshire LA 
website. 

Families who receive certain benefits may be eligible for free school meals.  Your child is eligible for free school meals if you are in receipt 
of one of the following benefits: 

• Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400. 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guarantee element of Pension Credit 

• Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit) 

• Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual income of no more than £16,190 

If your registration is successful, your child will be entitled to: 

 Funding for Educational Visits 

 Set of uniform 

 GCSE revision resource 

Please note that fostered children being fostered are not normally eligible to claim free school meals as the fostering allowance paid is 

intended to cover the cost of the provision of meals for the child. 

For additional information, please email freeschoolmeals@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

 

APPLICATION PROCESS: 

Free School Meals will only accept online applications, which can be found on Chenderit School’s web site: 
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/Parents/School Meals 

Alternatively, complete an online Application Form by following the link below: 

https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/Pages/free-school-

meals.aspx 

If you have a query regarding Free School Meals, please email the free school meal team on: free-

schoolmeals@childrenfirstnorthamptonshire.co.uk 

mailto:freeschoolmeals@northamptonshire.gov.uk
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/


Chenderit Sixth Form  
Sixth Form Weekly Bulletin 

Week Beginning: 21st September 2020 

Year 12 ‘Checking In’ Meetings 

We are aware that our current Year 12 students have 

been through a difficult few months and obviously 

were not able to sit the GCSE examinations that they 

were all busily preparing for. The step up from GCSE 

to A Levels is a big one normally, but without the   

experience of the GCSE examinations, this step up 

may cause anxiety for many A Level students up and 

down the country.  

Therefore, as a Sixth Form team, we are organising 

meetings during the school day to meet with all of our 

new Year 12 students. In these meetings, we will     

discuss how your child is finding their courses and 

their wellbeing over the first few weeks of term. This 

will then allow us to ensure that your child is fully 

supported in their transition into the Sixth Form. If 

you have any particular concerns or questions about 

your child’s transition into the Sixth Form, please do 

not hesitate to contact a member of the Sixth Form 

Team. 

16-19 Bursary: 

The 16-19 bursary fund provides financial support to 

help students overcome barriers to participation so they 

can remain in education. There are two forms of bursary 

that our students can apply for: 

Discretionary Bursary: 

If your household income is less than £25,000 a year 

and/or the student is eligible for free school meals, then 

they can get extra financial support. 

Vulnerable Bursary: 

If a student is in care, is a care leaver, in receipt of     

income support/universal credit and disabled young 

people in receipt of both Disability Living Allowance/

Personal Independence Payments and Employment   

Support Allowance. 

For those students who have already applied, the first 

payments will be made over the next few weeks. If your 

child has not applied and is eligible, or your situation 

changes throughout the year, then applications are    

always available. Please speak confidentially to a 

member of the Sixth Form team who will be able to give 

your child an application form. 

16-19 Tuition Funding: 

 

In order to support students who have not yet gained 

their GCSE English or Mathematics, the government has 

provided schools with additional funding for this        

academic year to enable them to overcome any             

difficulties that they face in the study of these subjects as 

a result of the national lockdown from March onwards. 

As a school, we will be using this funding to provide 

small group tuition on a regular basis for each of the    

students who are eligible to ensure they gain their        

English or Mathematics GCSE. More information on this 

will be given to the students who are in this group over 

the coming weeks. If you have any questions about this, 

please do not hesitate to email Mr Belstone at 

bbelstone@chenderit.net  

UCAS Update: 

 

Our Year 13 university applicants are continuing with 

the applications this week and they have all been part of 

an assembly which shows them how to register their     

applications on the UCAS website (this has been placed 

on Show My Homework for students to access). If you 

have any questions in regards to ongoing applications, 

please contact Mr Belstone or Mrs Rowe. 

Tutor Time Overview: 

The key theme for tutor time over the past week has    

continued to be ’Democracy and Your Future’. Our Year 

12 students have spent the week looking at the issue of 

political bias in the media so they understand how their 

political perceptions and values can be influenced by   

different sources, particularly media outlets such as    

social media platforms. Our Year 13 students have spent 

this week seeking feedback from their tutors on their          

personal statements and completing their UCAS           

applications (more information on this above). 

Next week, both Year 12 and Year 13 are looking at an 

incredibly important issue – sexual consent. We have 

included more information and discussions on this as 

part of our personal development curriculum this year to 

ensure that each of our students are able to protect    

themselves as young adults not only whilst at the Sixth 

Form, but also as they move through the next few years 

of their lives. 

mailto:bbelstone@chenderit.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The English Department 

 

Hello from the English Team 

We are extremely impressed with how students have been approaching their classwork and homework tasks this 
week. Enjoy looking at a sample of excellent work from our students in each key stage. Congratulations to these 
students.  

 

National Poetry Day- Thursday 2nd September 2020                     

On National Poetry Day we are launching ‘Poetry by Heart’ with our students.  Students are encouraged to learn 
two poems ‘by heart’ and develop how they read aloud poetry to show emotion and convey the narrative and 
mood of the poem.  

More information can be found here: https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/about-the-competition/ 

It’s a brilliant extra- curricular activity that you can take part in despite the Covid restrictions. Get involved! 

English super stars  

Year 13 students had to show their understanding of the shape and structure of 'Othello' and Ella Manning     
independently decided to do this as a kind of darkly comic diary written by Iago. We think it's fantastic. Below is 

an extract. Ben Stacey, in year 8, wrote an excellent poem all about Autumn.  

Summaries of A Christmas Carol 

Isabella Hetherington 

https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/about-the-competition/


 

Creative writing competition for 16-19 year olds            

Students are encouraged to read a series of poems and write a creative to it in the form of a poem (maximum 30 
lines), along with a reflective commentary (maximum 300 words). 

More information can be found here: https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/competitions/forward-emagazine-
creative-critics-2020  

You don’t have to be an English A Level student to enter!  

Reading habits survey  

"The more that you read, the more things you will know.  The more that you know, the more places you will go".  
Dr Seuss.   

 

We would like to learn more about your reading habits, for example, what type of books you enjoy, how often you 
read and what motivates you.  This quick questionnaire shouldn't take you any longer than 10 minutes to com-
plete. The information you share will help us to provide reading materials and opportunities for you to read ac-
tively and with enjoyment.  

The link is on show my homework and was set as a homework task. 436 students have completed the survey al-
ready- thank you very much. 

Please complete by 9am on Monday 28th September 2020.  

Ella Manning 

https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/competitions/forward-emagazine-creative-critics-2020
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/competitions/forward-emagazine-creative-critics-2020


 

Text 2: Midwinter Break by Bernard MacLaverty (2018) 

 
In this extract Stella, who is a nervous flyer, is travelling to Amsterdam with her companion Gerry.  
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/2018/midwinter-break-by-bernard-maclaverty.html  

 

Read the extract and answer the 20 challenge questions. Answers are provided.  

 

 

https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/2018/midwinter-break-by-bernard-maclaverty.html


 

 

Answers: 

 

 



Careers 

Career of the Week 

This Week: Hydrology – protection of water and water resources 

in commercial, environmental and academic settings 

 

Next Week: Heritage Manager - Heritage managers are       

responsible for the conservation and management of heritage sites 

like historic buildings 
 

Normally, at this time of the year for our Year 13 students, we would be encouraging students to 

investigate and attend Open Day Events held at Universities they may be interested in joining, 

however, this year will be different. Most Universities are holding these events virtually online 

and although it won’t quite be the same as visiting in person, it’s the next best thing and will be a 

great opportunity to meet staff and university students, ask questions and find out all you need 

to know about attending University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local universities that are holding such events are Coventry University, Newman University and 

the University of Northampton. For more information and to register for these events, please  

visit their websites. 

Please come and speak to me in the LRC to let me know what you thought of these virtual open 

days and your experiences. I look forward to hearing from you.  

 

– Mrs Georgia Thomas, Careers and Learning Resources Coordinator  

www.coventry.ac.uk 

www.newman.ac.uk 
www.northampton.ac.uk 

Produced by Tracey Rose 


