
Headteacher’s Message 
Inter tutor competitions are an important part of our Y7 personal development curriculum. They take various forms 

throughout the year in order that there is something to interest everyone. Sporting and literacy competitions,                           

community projects and yesterday’s baking competition are just a few examples. Having reviewed the huge                       

selection of cakes prior to them being sold to students to raise funds in support of the sixth form charities work at the 

end of term, I was particularly struck by this beautifully creative cake, that captures our school’s branding and ethos. 

Thank you, Sophie Short (7D) – you have impressed us all with your innovation!  

 

On Wednesday, we ran the second of this year’s Extended Project Days when all year groups across the school 

took part in a diverse range of activities, rather than follow their usual timetables.  

Y7 experienced a careers day and, amongst other activities, listened to ex-Chenderit students and a police sergeant 

speak about their own working lives. Students enjoyed their day stating: “I particularly enjoyed hearing about what it 

means to be police officer – my dad and my grandad used to be police officers, and I may want to be one too in the 

future. That talk was very interesting” and “I was glad to hear from the conservationist as that is what I would like to 

do when I am older.” 

Our guests also enjoyed being at Chenderit: Sgt Brenchley, Business Change Co-Ordinator explained “I enjoyed 

speaking to year 7 students who asked some insightful questions about policing showing they had positively en-

gaged.”  

Y8 spent the day learning about World War 1. Meerab Aulakh said “we learnt about the war from the German’s point 
of view which was interesting and we learnt how to march! 



Y9 spent time in either geography or one of their optional subjects. Lily Collins in food tech commented that she 

“enjoyed finding out how to make different recipes. The Chelsea buns were best because it was a bit harder and 

more challenging than other recipes”. 

A ‘who dunnit?’ was the theme for Y10 students who undertook a range of experiments with the science team to   

determine who committed the murder in a murder mystery case. Seb Adkins explained that Y10 students were                      

looking at “different types of fabric to compare crime scene samples of fabric compared to possible suspects' 

clothes. This has been really good at showing me what a criminologist might do, or forensic scientist.”  Other                         

forensic crime scene analysis taking place included looking at blood splatter and analysing soil samples. 

Y11 students attended mock interviews with local Rotarians during which volunteers carried out consistent, effective 

and enjoyable mock interviews to help students prepare for real future career interviews. Feedback from our guests 

was extremely positive – our Y11s did themselves and Chenderit proud and learnt a lot from this experience! 

Sixth Form students spent the day focusing on positive mental wellbeing and health; they began the day with a 

presentation on what wellbeing is (both physical and mental) and were given tips and strategies to support their          

wellbeing moving forwards. Throughout the day, students had the opportunity to plan and revise for their upcoming 

PPEs, and they also took part in activities that allowed them to talk to one another and further develop the strong 

sense of community that is inherent within our Sixth Form; this included making their own stress balls (thankfully with 

minimal mess created in the dining room!) and ending the day by taking part in a variety of physical activities                             

including games of benchball, badminton and table tennis. The focus on mental health and wellbeing is one that is 

important to us across our entire school community, and the feedback from our Sixth Form students has shown that 

the day has helped them to develop a wider range of strategies for future use.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all of our wonderful students for their industry and interest, to our guest speakers and ex-Chenderit               
students, and to our staff for organising such wonderful opportunities again for our students.   

Year 8 

In Year 8, students have just completed a successful history-focused Extended Project Day. Students learned about 

several aspects of the First World War, including food, medicine, music, poetry and art. They also found out about 

the crucial role played by soldiers from British India. Around 80 students from the year group will be going to Bel-

gium and France in February on the history trip run by Mr Gowers to learn more about the war and to visit battle-

fields and military cemeteries.  

The theme of tutor time in recent weeks has been anti-bullying, particularly thinking about how to tackle the use of 

the word 'snitch'. Students were asked to consider how the use of the word 'snitch' actually empowers bullies.  This 

can have a really damaging impact as it makes students feel unable to report incidents. If incidents are not reported, 

it is very difficult for the school to take action. Finally, students were informed during assembly about the risks of 

vaping - many of which are still unknown by doctors and scientists.  

Mr Macrory 

Head of Learning Y8 



Inclusion 

Reading records – Students should all have a reading record to show the reading their doing at home.  

Aim for 20 minutes daily as this makes a huge difference to your progress. Please bring to each lesson to 

share with your teacher. 

 

 

A reminder for all students to complete their reading for the reading challenge. Students should have read 

at least 2 from the list of options; 

• Fiction books 

• Non-fiction books 

• Books from the school library 

• Online articles 

• Books recommended by a friend 

 

Stars of the Week: 
 
7A1 – Ryan, Morgan, Harry, Jaydee for super effort on spellings this week. 
7B1- Tabarik Mahmood for being positive, engaged and helping others with their Numeracy! 
8A1 - Elise Carpenter - who did an excellent job on her spellings despite believing she couldn't do it - I'm so 
proud of you! 
8A1 - Kayden Jeffels for being focused and working hard in class. 
8B1 - Guy Shepherd for awesome reading out, as well as focused hard work and answers. 

• Graphic novels and comics 

• Audio books 

• Take 10 to read 

• Books recommended by someone at home 

• Newspapers and journals. 

Preparing for a career in the air force 

I joined the RAF Air Cadets 3 years ago as I have a huge interest in aircraft, flying and a career in the air 

force. In cadets we learn skills such as principles of flight, navigation, an outline of aircraft engineering, 

teamwork and leadership. We take part in activities such as STEM, drill (marching), flight sim and                

weapons, all of which I love and have helped me decide that this is what I want to pursue once I leave 

full time education. 

Last Friday I was asked to attend a Guard of Honour with Air Cadets, at a funeral of a local man who had 

strong ties with both the RAF and Royal Navy.  

I found the eulogy to be incredibly                            

interesting. The gentleman had a long,                      

interesting and often dangerous career in 

the military. I was privileged and honoured to 

be able to attend the funeral with some of 

my air cadet colleagues.  

Air Cadets has given me confidence,                       

opportunities and a strong focus for my              

career path.  

Jack Bowen  



A Level Biology Live, Dominion Theatre, London 

Friday 18th November 2022 

Our year 12 and 13 Biology students had an early start 

last Friday as we made our way to London’s Dominion 

Theatre to listen to some fascinating scientists talk 

about their work in Biology.  

First to talk was Professor Sarah-Jayne Blakemore 

from the University of Cambridge who discussed the 

nuances of the teenage brain compared to an adult’s. 

She demonstrated that whilst adolescence is a period 

of high risk taking and extreme vulnerability it is also a 

time of enormous creativity and one that should be 

acknowledged, nurtured and celebrated. She talked 

about how much more receptive young people are to messages given by young people on serious issues like 

anti-bullying as opposed to hearing things from an older generation. She has a point – Greta Thunberg over 

the past few years has done more to raise awareness of, and action against, climate change than any                  

multi-national meeting of politicians. Definite food for thought. 

Dr Adam Rutherford, a geneticist and evolutionary                     

biologist followed, whose talk – A Genetic History of          

Royal Families in Four Trees – did not disappoint. He told 

four separate stories from the discovery of Richard 

III’s burial site (in a Leicester car park), to the 100% 

chance that not only the actor Danny Dyer, but every 

one of us alive today is a direct descendant of King                   

Edward III. He used a combination of archaeology,                    

history, and art, alongside our progress in understanding 

the human genome to deliver a story that was fascinating 

not least because it was all totally true. 

   

Professor Robert Winston was next on stage. He turned 

the usual presentation format around declaring he                 

never had enough time for questions at the end of his 

talks and that was always the best part. He invited 

questions from the audience regarding a bill he was 

about to debate in the House of Lords on Genetic           

Technology. The audience asked some great questions 

that he answered thoughtfully making us all consider 

that eradicating disease through gene technology 

sounds noble, but because of the vast number of genes 

humans have and the hundreds of thousands of ways 

they interact we have no way of knowing any harm that 

could result. He argued that this is far into the future in 

terms of research and money would be better spent on 

the environment we live in (housing, food, education, the NHS etc.) as this helps us fight diseases much                         

better in either their prevention or treatment. 



Professor Alice Roberts was next to talk about how the 

change of humans from being hunter gatherers to                 

farmers was the biggest revolution in our history. As          

ever, she engaged us all with her adept telling of how 

man probably discovered the ability to grow cereal                  

species like wheat, barley, and rye quite by accident but 

it has benefitted us as a species from then to the                    

present day. 

Interspersed were a couple of talks by an examiner who 

gave advice to students as to what to look out for in                

papers and how to answer questions well. This was also 

provided in a take home booklet that students should 

take the time to read and learn from. 

Lastly was Professor Sir Jonathan Van-Tam who was 

the Deputy Chief Medical Officer during the recent 

Covid pandemic. He gave such brilliant briefings to the 

UK, with his superb ability to deliver what was quite a 

complex crisis into relatable language that everyone 

could follow and understand. His use of metaphor and 

analogy to explain concepts was exceptional and really 

helped people to understand what was going on and         

also to do what was being asked of them. He did no less 

at this event. He talked about the UK’s response to the 

pandemic and the role he and others played in the                   

acquisition and roll-out of the vaccine program. It was 

fascinating to listen to him explain the pressure that he 

and his colleagues were under at the time and how they 

never lost sight of what they were working towards and how ultimately that made the country extremely                           

successful in dealing with a pandemic the likes of which hadn’t been seen since Spanish Flu in 2018. 

The day was long, but it was truly inspiring to see scientists and medics talk about their work and I hope that 

some of that inspiration will rub of on our young people! 

Very many thanks must go to Miss Channer and Mr Thomas who accompanied us on the trip and also thanks 

to all our year 12 and 13 Biology students who were their usual exemplary selves and were a credit to                 

Chenderit! You make me so proud every time!! 

Dr Haycock 

 



 

Science Extended Project Day 

Wednesday 23rd November 2022 

On Extended Project Day 2, Year 

10 had to use forensic analysis 

skills to solve a “Who Dunnit” in 

the science department.  The 

students became scenes of 

crime officers for the day and 

completed a variety of scientific 

investigations in the                      

science department to 

solve the murder of the 

unfortunate Mr Ian Field.  

The students used various practical techniques to examine the                   

evidence found at the scene as well as evidence from the suspects. 

These practical techniques included:  

• examining clothing and hair fibres using microscopes; 

• analysing stomach contents by carrying out food tests to                            

determine Mr Field’s last meal; 

• carrying out a chromatography on the suspect’s pens to found 

out who penned a threatening letter;  

• puzzling through a finger print analysis; 

• conducting flame tests to analyse soil samples; and 

• reviewing blood splatter patterns.   

The students produced some fantastic results and used the 

scientific evidence gathered to identify the killer. The Year 10s 

had a great day stepping into the shoes of a forensic scientist 

for the day and justice was served! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIXTURE RESULTS 

 

Banbury & District Tournaments 

 

Y10 Netball – Girls placed 2nd 

 

Y8 Girls Football – Girls placed 2nd 

Year 7 News 
 

Thank you to all who supported the cake bake on Thursday 24
th
 

November. 

 

Hopefully all entrants enjoyed themselves and kitchens have        
returned to normal… maybe finding traces of flour for weeks? 

I am confident the charities will appreciate the money raised 
from the sales. 

  

The next inter tutor competition is on Thursday 1
st

 December – 
Indoor Athletics - a boys’ team and a girls’ team.  

The event aims to finish at 4.30pm, but depends on several  
variables. 



 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Careers Day 

 

On Wednesday 23rd the Year 7 students spent the day exploring different careers and understanding the impact ‘soft skills’ 
can have on their employability. Throughout the day the students heard from a number of speakers who work across a range 
of professions; these included: police force, ambulance service, sales, marketing, project managing, law, wildlife conservation 
and careers within sport. Many of the speakers were ex-Chenderit students and shared with the students their journey since 
leaving the school. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the speakers for giving up their day to come in and speak to 
the students. It was an incredibly successful day and we hope the students found it informative and inspiring.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Cake Bake – Thursday 24th November. 

What a year group! A massive shout out to Year 7. A fantastic turn out with nearly 20% of the year group entering the “Cake 
Bake” Interform Competition. The standard was outstanding! Skill, patience and resilience was clearly on display as you can 
see in the photographs below. 
 

It was so hard to judge, nearly impossible in some cases. However, the winning entries are below. These students will now 
attend a “Bake Off” style competition after school to find the Chenderit Champion Baker. This event will be completed under 
timed conditions with the students creating a bake from scratch (it does not have to be the same product they created for 
Thursday’s heats). The date is still to be arranged. 

A huge thank you to all the parent/carers who encouraged and provided the opportunity for their child to enter. You               
certainly have a child with some incredible life skills. We trust the kitchen has returned back to normal.  

We raised a grand total of £115.71! Amazing! Thank you to all the students and staff who purchased a cake today! 

Also, a big thank you to Mrs Rowe and Mr Hebden for their support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                            Special Pastry Winner: Tommy Boyles 7B 

 

Mrs Cramb 

Tutor Entries     

A 5 Sophie Peirson Daisy Sneath 

B 7 Scarlett May Josh Lodoiska      

C 6 Kyan Martin Ayden Carrier 

D 4 Sophie Short Zoe Lear 

E 4 Willow Evetts Gaby Miazga- Wisniewski 

F 5 Sienna Crowshaw Maisy Read 

  31     



 



NEWS FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT 
Year Twelve Absolutely Smash It 

Our Year Twelve art students are on fire at the moment. Since the start of the year, students 

have been engaged with a series of challenges designed to get them thinking beyond their                 

comfort zones, approaching their work in ways that they have not expected. Last week, students 

completed their most difficult challenge yet, working at a large scale to create a portrait of a                    

portrait artist.  

 

Usually, when students paint an image, they start by drawing out the shapes and 

then using colour to add in the details and changes in tone. With this exercise,                      

students had to take a different approach. They were each given a blurry image (like 

the one on the right) of a famous portrait painter, and had to begin directly in paint. 

Outlines were not allowed. The artists we selected were Frida Kahlo, Kathe Kollwitz, 

Dora Carrington, Pablo Picasso, Lucian Freud, Vanessa Bell, Jonathan Yeo and                  

Kehinde Wiley. When students were happy with their blurred paintings, they were 

then given a more in-focus image to work from. 

 
Last Friday, when the students finished their paintings, we were that excited about them that we 
immediately put them up on display in the main corridor of the school. We hope that all of our 
Chenderit students have noticed these, and have agreed with us that these paintings really are 
exceptional. We also posted images of our new display on The Heseltine Gallery’s Instagram 
page. (www.instagram.com/theheseltinegallery if you don’t already follow us, please do.) I would 
be the first to admit that I don’t really get Instagram, but Mrs Cramb had the bright idea of                    
tagging in the artists depicted who are still alive. You might be able to imagine how thrilled we 
were when, on Saturday, Jonathan Yeo responded to the post, indicating that he thought that 
the portrait of him (the purple one below) was “smoking hot”. Wow! What a fantastic accolade! 
For those who don’t know, Jonathan Yeo is one of the finest contemporary portrait painters in 
Great Britain, well known for his incredible paintings of people such as Dennis Hopper, Cara 
Delevingne, Damien Hirst, Prince Philip, Tony Blair, and David Cameron. The man is a genius, 
(and definitely worth googling!) so it is absolutely fabulous that he has recognised our students’ 
work in this way. Brilliant idea Mrs Cramb! 
Which of the eight images below is your favourite? Can you recognise any of the artists                               

depicted? Can you guess which of the eight finished paintings used the blurred image above as 

its starting point?  

Huge congratulations to all our Year Twelve artists: we can’t wait to see how your skills and                  

ideas develop further, and are already looking forward to see what you select as your final 

coursework projects. 

 

http://www.instagram.com/theheseltinegallery


Chenderit Sixth Form  
Sixth Form Weekly Bulletin 

Week Beginning: 21st November 2022 

Extended Project Day – 23rd November 2022 

As a school community, we are incredibly conscious and aware of the fact that mental wellbeing and 

mental health are a huge concern and priority nationally, particularly amongst young people.                       

Research shows that half of mental ill health starts by age 15 and 75% develops by age 18 and the 

total cost of mental ill health in England is estimated at £105 billion per year; these stark figures not 

only help to drive national policies, but within the Sixth Form, we want to ensure that our students 

are given the tools and strategies they need in order to promote and ensure their own mental                       

wellbeing and health. As a result of this, our Sixth Form students spent the second Extended Project 

Day of the year focusing on this as part of their Wellbeing Day.  

During the day, all students took part in a TED-style talk to introduce them to the day and the                     

concept of mental wellbeing and mental health, and they were then given the opportunity to use 

their most recent reports to create revision groups that are targeted towards their points for                                     

improvement. This was embraced brilliantly by each of our students and it was fantastic to see both 

Year 12 and Year 13 students supporting one another with their revision, especially in light of their 

upcoming PPEs which take place straight after the Christmas break.  

Students also had a crafts hour, where they were set the challenge of making their own stress balls 

out of balloons, flour and hand lotion; it again was fantastic to see students working together and 

forming relationships with one another whilst doing this as social interaction is one of the most         

fundamental things students can do to ensure their mental wellbeing. The ensuing mess that was 

created did give all members of staff slight anxiety, but the way in which all students worked                    

together to leave the dining room in an immaculate condition is again a testament to the way in 

which they involved themselves in the day and supported one another. 

At the end of the day, students took part in a physical activity which, alongside social interaction, is 

another strategy they can use to promote their wellbeing. This involved some fantastic dance moves 

being displayed in the Sports Hall, as well as excellent table tennis, badminton and benchball skills 

being shown. 

The feedback from students about the day has been incredibly positive and we are so proud of each 

of our Sixth Form students for really embracing the message of the day. We hope that they found the 

information and strategies throughout the day to be useful and that they have got a better                                

understanding of what mental health and wellbeing is. Please have a look at some of the brilliant 

photographs we captured throughout the day below (and Year 12 and Year 13 – be ready for some 

fantastic ones to be shared in your leavers’ assemblies!) 

               





 






