
Headteacher’s Message 
On Wednesday, we ran the second of this year’s Extended Project Days when all year groups across the school 

took part in a diverse range of activities, rather than follow their usual timetables.  

Y7 experienced a Careers Day, during which they learnt how to use Unifrog, a careers and destinations platform, 

and listened to ex-Chenderit students who are now scattered across the globe in places such as Azerbaijan and 

Australia, working in an interesting range of careers. Y8 spent the day learning about World War 1 through the                   

media of art, music and poetry, and were even able to examine artefacts that were loaned to us. Some students in 

Y9 spent time in their optional subjects, such as drama and tech, where students were making hand held games 

and working as architects. Others were able to visit Middleton Cheney to examine the impact of physical processes 

such as weathering on different rock types as part of their Geography curriculum. Students visited the church yard in 

the village to investigate their hypotheses on gravestones from across the years and engaged with this respectfully 

and with a fine eye for accurate data collection. 

Y10 undertook a range of experiments with the science team to determine ‘who dunnit?’ in a murder mystery case. 

Y11 attended mock interviews with local Rotarians during which volunteers carried out consistent, effective and                

enjoyable mock interviews to help student 

prepare for real future career interviews. 

Feedback from our guests was extremely 

positive – our Y11s did themselves and 

Chenderit proud and our students learnt a 

lot from this experience too! 

Sixth Form students spent the day                      

focusing on promoting mental wellbeing 

and health; they took part in a TED-style 

talk, exercise activities to promote physical 

and mental health and were also given the 

task of making homemade stress balls, 

which were done to varying degrees of 

success! The focus on mental health and 

wellbeing is one that is important to us 

across the entire school community, and 

the feedback from our Sixth Form students 

has shown that the day has helped them 

to develop a wider range of strategies for 

future use. Well done to all for their hard 

work and involvement. 

Thank you to all of our wonderful students 

for their diligence and interest, and to our 
staff for organising such wonderful                       
opportunities again for our students.   



NEWS FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT 

Year Seven Award Winners 

Mr Christy and Miss Cramb have now awarded prizes to the Year Seven students who they felt 

had created the best pattern hand designs. Students were congratulated in an assembly and 

were each presented with a rather special prize: a set of artists’ colouring pencils. We hope that 

these students will continue to approach their work with such determination, commitment and 

energy and look forward to seeing what they might create with their new pencils! We know that 

there will be lots of Year Seven students out there who are wishing they could have won….don’t 

worry! We hope to award more prizes for excellent work throughout the remainder of the year 

and beyond! Congratulations to Jasmine, Keira, Scarlett, Hannah, Roman, Elise and Lily.                    

Fantastic work guys: you have absolutely nailed it! Well done for listening carefully to all the                  

instructions and advice that you were given and for working with such diligence and creativity. 

Well done! 

 

Thank you James Vinciguerra 

Last Friday, the school said farewell to James Vinciguerra, who had worked at Chenderit for the 

last eight years as a technician in the art department. Throughout that time, James has been 

involved in creating a large number of whole school displays to help enrich our school                         

environment. We thank James for his contribution over those eight years. As one member of 

staff commented, “The visual environment of the school has always been a matter of pride for 

those who work here, and is always commented on by those who visit: it has an incalculable               

impact on our learning and well-being.” Next time you are walking through the corridors of our 

school, take a good look around you. The work on display makes us stand out as a school that 

is hard-working, ambitious and welcoming. We hope that you are as proud of our school                     

environment as we are, and look forward to seeing how our learning environment will continue 

to develop and improve over the coming years. It is things like this that make our school such a 

special place to be. 

Year Twelve Self-Portraits 

 Year Twelve students have recently started a 
portrait project. Whatever the year group, new 
projects always mean new beginnings: an                      
opportunity to develop existing skills and to learn 
new ones. It is a time, not to concentrate on 
what you can’t yet do, but to think about what 
you can. We can’t wait to see how the Year 
Twelve students will get on. If their first                     
homework is anything to go by, this lot are going 
to produce some AMAZING work. Remember 
though: these students haven’t always been this 
good. Becoming a good artist takes                                   
perseverance, practise and energy. Like                      
everything else in life, the more effort you invest, the greater the reward will be.  



Heseltine Gallery: 2021 Open Exhibition 

Our Heseltine Gallery has a new real life exhibition! 

In the gallery right now is our annual Open                        

Exhibition. Thank you to all who supported the                

gallery by attending our official opening on Sunday, 

it was great that the gallery was so busy with art             

lovers and artists. This exhibition usually takes place 

in May, but had to be delayed this year because of 

the pandemic. The exhibition is an opportunity for 

staff, students and parents to explore the work of a 

wide range of local artists’ work. They are a very     

talented bunch! As well as a wide range of local artists, the exhibition features the work of a 

number of students and ex-students. It will run until the 16
th
 of December (just before we break 

up for Christmas!) 

If you get a chance to have a look, please do. The gallery is open to the public from 10.00 until 

4.00pm, every day except Saturday. There’s a real range of approaches here, and definitely 

something for everyone. Most of the work is for sale… and surely everyone needs a bit of                

original artwork on their walls at home. Maybe this is the moment that you become an art                    

collector! 

NEW ON-LINE EXHIBITION 

Just a reminder, we have a new on-line exhibition of work for 

you to explore, which is now definitely live and up and                  

running! Our new exhibition “Independent and Resilient:  A-

level Art and Photography in the Age of Lockdown” celebrates 

the work of last year’s A level cohort. These students worked 

incredibly hard over the last two years, and we are really 

proud of all that they have achieved. We are sure that you will 

find their work interesting and inspiring, the quality of some of 

these images is INCREDIBLE. Please have a look and see 

what you think, we are certain you won’t be disappointed!  

https://www.theheseltinegallery.org.uk/independent-and-
resilient 
 

FRIENDS OF THE HESELTINE GALLERY 

Do you love art?  Why not join the Friends of the Heseltine Gallery and help to support this 

unique community art hub at Chenderit School?  Membership costs just £10 per year* and you 

will receive regular updates about what's happening at the Heseltine Gallery and invitations to 

upcoming exhibitions and events.  You can also get involved by volunteering as a gallery                          

steward or helping to install and promote our community exhibitions. 

* Membership is free if you are 18 or under, so if you are reading this and you are the parent of 

a Chenderit student who might be interested, you should definitely get them involved! 

For further information, please visit https://www.theheseltinegallery.org.uk/get-involved 

 

https://www.theheseltinegallery.org.uk/independent-and-resilient
https://www.theheseltinegallery.org.uk/independent-and-resilient
https://www.theheseltinegallery.org.uk/get-involved
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Our Sixth Form Open Evening resources are now all available for you to access on demand via our website here. 

There are a wide range of resources for students and their parents and carers to view, including: 

 Individual subject videos that outline the key aspects of the course and allow you to ‘meet’ the staff that 

will be teaching each subject 

 A welcome video from Mr Belstone and Mrs Cartwright to introduce you to the aims and ethos of the 

Sixth Form here at Chenderit 

 A virtual tour of the facilities that are used by our Sixth Form students in the Sixth Form Study Centre 

 And an online Q&A session with some of our students. 

The link to the resources will stay available to you throughout the academic year so you can access them as you 

need to. I would also like to highlight other resources that are available to you in the Sixth Form section of our 

website that you may find useful when making a decision about your post-16 pathway: 

 Our online application form 

 Sixth Form prospectus 

 Entry requirements 

 Making Informed Choices – an online tool for students to use if they wish to go to university to decide 

which A Level subjects are best to study for different career paths 

 Application timeline 

Once you have viewed the resources, we would greatly appreciate it if you could spend two minutes to complete 

our feedback survey here. This allows us to collect information of what has gone well and implement                                  

improvements based on your feedback. 

Tutor Time Overview: 

The key theme for this week is ‘Anti-Bullying Week’. As part of this, our Year 12 and Year 13 students spent time 

last week looking at different forms of bullying that take place between adults to ensure that they know how to 

resolve these situations, particularly workplace bullying and bullying that has take place in the past at different 

universities. 

This week, our students have been using their tutor time lessons to complete target setting on a 1-to-1 basis with 

their tutors using the data from their most recent reports. This has allowed them to create SMART targets to                       

ensure that they make progress throughout the rest of the academic year. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PJ1DzrrgUDAOnCRQn09osHa_KJekYxye?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOErx3DpCI0xDjYg6Uvki1bTmHs-roZ4zsRj4sLVva8hY-XQ/viewform
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/sixthform/Chenderit-Sixth-Form-Prospectus-2022-2024.pdf
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/sixthform/Sixth-Form-Entry-Requirements20.pdf
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/sixthform/Sixth-Form-Application-Programme-2021-2022.pdf
https://forms.gle/Lu8TEFdK5pQsMuRv9
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Extended Project Day – 24th November 2021 

As a school community, we are incredibly conscious and aware of the fact that mental wellbeing and mental 

health are a huge concern and priority nationally, particularly amongst young people. Research shows that half 

of mental ill health starts by age 15 and 75% develops by age 18 and the total cost of mental ill health in England 

is estimated at £105 billion per year; these stark figures not only help to drive national policies, but within the 

Sixth Form, we want to ensure that our students are given the tools and strategies they need in order to promote 

and ensure their own mental wellbeing and health. As a result of this, our Sixth Form students spent the second 

Extended Project Day of the year focusing on this as part of their Wellbeing Day.  

During the day, all students took part in a TED-style talk to introduce them to the day and the concept of mental 

wellbeing and mental health, and they were then given the opportunity to use their most recent reports to create 

revision groups that are targeted towards their points for improvement. This was embraced brilliantly by each of 

our students and it was fantastic to see both Year 12 and Year 13 students supporting one another with their                         

revision, especially in light of their upcoming PPEs.  

Students also had a crafts hour, where they were set the challenge of making their own stress balls out of                             

balloons, flour and hand lotion; again, it was fantastic to see students working together and forming                                        

relationships with one another whilst doing this as social interaction is one of the most fundamental things                       

students can do to ensure their mental wellbeing. The ensuing mess that was created did give all members of staff 

slight anxiety, but the way in which all students worked together to leave the dining room in an immaculate                    

condition is again a testament to the way in which they involved themselves in the day and supported one                      

another. 

At the end of the day, students took part in a physical activity which, alongside social interaction, is another 

strategy they can use to promote their wellbeing. This involved some fantastic dance moves being displayed in 

the Sports Hall, as well as excellent table tennis, badminton, basketball and football skills being shown. 

The feedback from students about the day has been incredibly positive and we are so proud of each of our Sixth 

Form students for really embracing the message of the day. We hope that they found the information and                               

strategies throughout the day to be useful and that they have got a better understanding of what mental health 

and wellbeing is. Please have a look at some of the brilliant photographs we captured throughout the day below 

(and Year 12 and Year 13 – be ready for some fantastic ones to be shared in your leavers’ assemblies!) 

  



Preparations for colder weather 

As we approach the colder, winter months, we all need to prepare our students for the expectations we 

have at break and lunch time, which include them being away from our school corridors. 

Instead, students are able to use: 

The canteen – during their designated slot, or 

The canopy area and/or Lecture Theatre (on wet days), or 

The hard surface areas outside. 

Students are currently being reminded of our expectations in tutor time and are being asked to prepare 

for the colder, winter months by having appropriate outdoor clothing that is both warm and wind/

waterproof.  

In their Personal Development/Tutor Time sessions students have seen this information to help them 

prepare: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would appreciate the support of parents and carers in ensuring that students are appropriately dressed 

and prepared for the months ahead.  

Thank you. 

Mr Lloyd-Jones. 

 

This week we have been inundated with           

pupils needing to borrow money to buy 

lunch and snacks. Please can we ask you 

to check your canteen accounts this                   

weekend and top up ready for next week. 

Thank you 





Head of Learning letter - Year 8 
 
During our second Extended Project Day this week, titled ‘How did 
World War One change the way people think?’, Year 8 have been                     
focussing on their History studies. Students attended 5 different                       
sessions on World War One, not only from a historical perspective, but 
also across a range of other subjects in these cross curricular sessions. 
 
Students attended five of the following sessions throughout the day: 
 How did WWI change the way people think about music? 
 How did WWI change the way people think about art? 
 How did WWI change the way people think about poetry? 
 How did WWI change the way people think about medicine? 
 What was the German experience of WWI? 
 An artifact handling session with a range of artefacts on loan from a 

local museum. 
  
Well done to all students involved for their enthusiasm throughout the 
day! Thank you to our History department for organising these                        
wonderful cross-curricular events for the benefit of Year 8. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our community is a tight knit and friendly one, where students and staff support each other and we 

achieve and exceed our goals individually, and collectively. We are committed to a comprehensive ethos 

and we achieve excellent results because we are an inclusive community that values learning in its 

broadest sense. We tailor experiences within the Sixth Form to ensure that every student is able to                 

succeed in whichever pathway they choose. Not only are our students pushed to exceed their potential in 

their studies, but they also participate and benefit from a huge variety of wider experiences and                            

opportunities such as our immersive enrichment programme, fantastic advice and guidance, new friends 

and the support of a superb and incredibly dedicated pastoral team. 

If you are interested in joining our sixth form, please have a look at our virtual open evening here and            
visit our sixth form website pages here. 
  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PJ1DzrrgUDAOnCRQn09osHa_KJekYxye?usp=sharing
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/sixth-form-welcome.asp


DRAMA: 

Year 9 GCSE Drama students have worked incredibly hard on EPD, exploring the use of                    
technology, projection, lighting and set design to develop their devised performances inspired by 
Tim Burton’s poem ‘Voodoo Girl’.  Very impressed by the exceptionally high standard of work 
produced and the students enthusiasm of course!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



  



 








