
Headteacher’s Message 

 
Parental Consultation 

It has been suggested by some of our students that they would like to receive a copy of their own academic reports.  

Their rationale for this is that: 

1. Students can spend time really digesting and understanding the progress they are making in each subject 

2. Students would be able to gain access to their reports at any time, giving more time for reflection 

3. Reports throughout the year can be compared to show the progress being made 

4. When applications are being made for sixth form, colleges and universities, students would have easy access 

to their most recent target and predicted grades 

5. Students would be able to take more ownership of their education 

6. Students would be able to keep their academic reports for posterity 

 

We are currently consulting more widely with students in school about this and would also like to gauge parent and 

carer opinions about whether we should email copies of academic reports directly to students, through their school 

email accounts. 

Specifically, we are asking: 

1. Students have recently requested that they, along with their parents, should receive a copy of their academic               

reports through their Chenderit Gmail address. Do you agree that this should happen and, if so, for which year 

groups?  

• Yes - Key Stage 5 Only - Years 12 and 13 

• Yes - Key Stages 4 and 5 - Years 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 

• Yes - All Year groups 

• No - No year groups 

 

2. When should your child receive a copy of their academic report? 

• At the same time as the parents/carers? 

• After the parents/carers, by a few days? 

To respond to these questions, please follow the link below and fill in our quick survey.  If you are interested in                

contributing your opinion, please respond by the 4
th
 February 2022 https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1EG3BN-

oLEIqSioCTDKc0vaVaCMXx7aYjUCXvAiUelgc/edit 

If you have any questions about our consultation, please address them to Mr A Williams, Deputy Head (Curriculum).  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1EG3BN-oLEIqSioCTDKc0vaVaCMXx7aYjUCXvAiUelgc/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1EG3BN-oLEIqSioCTDKc0vaVaCMXx7aYjUCXvAiUelgc/edit


Questions to help engage your child in the reading 
process  
 

These are the type of questions we use in English to 
help our pupils to fully engage with or analyse the texts 
they are reading.  By selecting some of these when 
your child is completing reading homework or reading a 
text outside of school, you will be helping them to                   
develop their skills (and can be really checking that they 
have understood the text/completed tasks set, if                           
relevant). 

 Helping your child to engage with FICTION texts – 30 questions to ask 
 

1) What happens in that chapter? 

2) What would you say are the most significant events and why? 

3) If you had to teach someone else about this part of the book, what would you want them to 
learn? 

4) What do we learn about the characters? 

5) Why are the characters behaving in the way they do?  What are their motivations? 

6) Why has the writer decided to make that character behave in that way? 

7) With which characters can you sympathise? 

8) Which actors would you get to play these characters in a film version? 

9) How do you feel about that behaviour? 

10) Do you think the author approves of the character’s behaviour? 

11) How do you think the character feels at this point? 

12) Have you ever felt the same way?  If so, when? 

13) What questions would you ask the character if you met them at this point in your reading? 

14) Would any of the characters make a great Prime Minister?  Why? 

15) What do you think the author really means when he/she writes “…” 

16) Which words do you think are used particularly effectively? 

17) What messages do you think the author is trying to give us? 

18) Which big ideas about life is the author trying to get across to us? 

19) Which techniques does the author use in this part of the novel to really engage the reader? 

20) Is the writer using dialogue, narrative, description or reflection most in this chapter?  What is 
the effect? 

21) How has the author prepared us for events in this chapter? 

22) Is the narrative chronological (events move from a to b to c in sequence) or non-linear (uses 
flashbacks; plays with narrative time? 

23) Does this part of the text mirror any others? 

24) What do you think will happen next? 

25) What works well about the way the events are narrated? 



26) Do you like this book? Why? 

27) Can you think of other literary texts (plays, novels, poems, etc.) that this text reminds you 
of? 

28) What connections can you make between this text, your life, your background, your                           
experiences and your family? 

29) What does this text teach you about the world that you didn’t already know? 

30) Does the book teach you about other cultures (ways of life)? 

  

If, in your discussions with your children, you have asked questions that have opened up a                       
really great conversation we’d love to add them to our list! 

  

Understanding NON-FICTION texts: 20 Questions 

  

We often ask our students to analyse or recreate non-fiction texts.  Below is a list of 
questions you can ask them whilst reading through them so that they can really engage 
with the text and the elements that make it up. 
  

1) What is the purpose of the text? How can you tell? 

2) What it the text about? 

3) How is the text sequenced/ordered? 

4) What type of language does the text use? 

5) How does the text use presentational devices (colour; font size/type; headings; strap-line;           
images; links)? 

6) How is the text laid out? 

7) What is the message of the text? 

8) What type of text is it? 

9) Which audience is the text aimed at? How do you know?  Which features might particularly 
appeal to the audience? 

10) What are the typical features/conventions of this type of writing? 

11) How does the text speak to its audience? 

12) Does the text tell the audience to do anything?  If so, what? 

13) How effective is the text at getting its message across? 

14) How engaging do you think the text is? What features work particularly well? 

15) Do you think the message of the text is clear? 

16) Is the purpose of the text obvious? 

17) Do any pictures work well with the writing? 

18) How do the pictures reflect what is being said in the text? 

19) How might you improve the text? 

20) What do you learn from the text about this type of writing? 
 



Theatre trips are coming back!  

  

Although we are grateful for the recorded and streamed theatre productions provided to 
schools in light of the pandemic, nothing quite beats going to the theatre LIVE!  Our                    
students LOVE a good theatre trip and nothing beats a fabulous show, bus banter and sing
-a-longs!  We personally are looking forward to the musical renditions on the coach, and 
namely Bohemian Rhapsody from our lovely sixth formers! 
  
In only 2 months time GCSE Drama and A-level Drama and Theatre students will be going 
to a complimentary theatre trip to see the internationally-acclaimed ‘The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-time’ on the 31st March at the Birmingham Hippodrome. 
  
 

  
 
                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Following on from that, in May, we have exciting news that we have just confirmed a 
booking for ‘The Magic Goes Wrong’!  We envisage this to be a popular trip, so it will be 
on a first-come, first-served basis with further details about payment et al on the letter. 
(Students will also receive an ice-cream as part of the school’s package!) 
  
 



Magic Goes Wrong: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
On Tuesday 24th May 2022 there will be an educational visit to the Birmingham Hippodrome Theatre, 
for an evening performance of ‘Magic Goes Wrong’ by the highly acclaimed and award-winning                             
company, Mischief Theatre. This is a hugely popular production, with storming reviews for their most 
recent productions: ‘The Play That Goes Wrong’, ‘The Comedy about a Bank Robbery’ and ‘Groan Ups’. 
For more information on the show, please see https://mischieftheatre.co.uk  
Back with their biggest comedy catastrophe to date, multi award-winning Mischief (The Play That Goes 
Wrong, BBC One's The Goes Wrong Show) return to the stage with their hilarious new show created with 
magic legends, Penn & Teller.  
A hapless gang of magicians are staging an evening of grand illusion to raise cash for charity. But as the 
magic turns to mayhem, accidents spiral out of control and so does their fundraising target!  
Raising the bar with their dare-devil stunts, jaw-dropping feats and irresistible comedy genius, Mischief’s 
Magic Goes Wrong is currently touring the UK and Ireland, direct from the West End. Book your tickets 
now, before they vanish out of sight (or sell-out!).  
Penn & Teller are co-creators of the show and won’t be appearing on stage.  
  
Birmingham Hippodrome Website  
  
This trip will be offered to students who are studying Drama in Years 9-13 or are involved with Musical 
Theatre Society. Attendance for Drama students will be prioritised first as they can use this live theatre 
production for the written exam component and it will be an exemplary performance for them to take 
influence from for their own devised theatre performances. 
  
This trip will also be offered to Year 8 students that are opting for GCSE Drama next year too!  Please 
come and see one of the Performing Arts Team for a letter!  
  
Many Thanks, 
  

Ms Michelle Jackson-Pate  

Head of Drama 

 

https://mischieftheatre.co.uk


 



 



Chenderit Sixth Form  
Sixth Form Weekly Bulletin 

Week Beginning: 24th January 2022 

Weekly Message 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I firmly believe that in order to  support our students 

effectively throughout their studies within the Sixth 

Form, and to ensure that they are fully informed of 

their choice of destination post-18, a strong                           

partnership has to be formed between the school,                           

parents and carers, and the students themselves. The 

past two weeks have been an excellent example of this 

with our Post-18 Progression Routes evening and                           

Student Finance evening taking place. Whilst it is                        

unfortunate (but necessary) that we could not hold 

these evenings in person this year, I would like to say 

thank you to all who attended and gave us such                        

fantastic feedback afterwards. It is this commitment 

to ensuring your child is engaged in searching for an 

appropriate and suitable destination that helps to 

make our Sixth Form an effective and enjoyable place 

to be. As parents, carers, teachers and students are all 

‘on the same page’, we are collectively striving for the 

best, meaning that the potential for your child to                        

exceed their own expectations is always at the                          

forefront of all that we do.             - Mr. B. Belstone. 

Tutor Time Overview: 

The key theme this week is ‘Fighting for what is 

right’ and continues to build on last week’s theme 

of ‘Accountability’.  

27th January was Holocaust Memorial Day and as 

part of this week’s key theme, both Year 12 and 

Year 13 tutor groups will be looking at the work of 

the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust. As Sixth Form 

students, both year groups will be looking at the 

atrocities of genocides that have occurred during 

the time of Nazi Germany, and more recent                       

atrocities such as the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia 

and the ethnic cleansing in Bosnia in the 1990s. 

This study will allow students to gain a clear                       

perspective of why it is important to stand up and 

fight for what is right to prevent events such as 

these from happening again in the future. 

UCAS Update: 

Due to the impact of the pandemic, UCAS extended 

the deadline for submissions to Wednesday 26th 

January. We are incredibly proud of our Sixth                      

Formers and the work they have put in to meet this 

deadline, despite the challenges they have faced in 

completing their applications. Our Year 13 students 

are a remarkably resilient group of students and 

they started the application process last April, and 

have now completed it with final checks taking 

place with myself and Mrs Rowe since September. 

Our trend of increasing number of applicants for  

the past few years has continued, with just under 

80% of our cohort submitting an application in this 

cycle. 

The offers are rolling in already and we have                       

students who have been offered places at                               

Cambridge University, a vast array of Russell 

Group institutions, and in a range of competitive 

courses across the country. Many students are                    

having interviews and we wish them all the very 

best of luck as they continue to complete these. 

Well done to all – we are so proud of you all! 

Student Finance Evening: 

Thank you to all parents, carers and students who            

attended our Student Finance evening earlier this 

week. The resources and a recording of the talk was 

sent home to all Sixth Form students and their parents 

and carers. 

Student Finance and the application process is one 

which is completed independently and the Sixth Form 

are not able to see or check applications, so please do 

use the resources provided to support you and your 

child when completing and submitting an application. 

Applications are usually able to be submitted from 

late February onwards for students who are starting 

university in September/October 2021, and the                          

deadline to ensure payments are made by this date 

will be around 20th May 2021. 

Attendance 

If your child is absent, please can parents ensure that they contact the school’s attendance line (01295 711567;       

option 1; text: 07860 095542) or email ksmith@chenderit.net and attendance@chenderit.net to inform us of their 

absence. Students cannot email in to authorise their own absences. Thank you for your support with this. 

mailto:ksmith@chenderit.net
mailto:attendance@chenderit.net




PLUS! 

Hi, my name is Lisa and I have a non-binary child at Chenderit (he/they), of whom I am extremely proud. 

I thought it was incredibly brave of him to come out, and I hope I was supportive throughout! Of course, it 

has taken some time to call him by the correct pronouns and his new name (hard habit to break after 13 

years of calling him something else!) 

I suppose like any parent, my biggest fear was whether he was going to experience negativity from                   

people that simply do not accept or understand the LGBTQ+ community. Sadly, he has experienced this, 

but not as much as we had first anticipated – he may disagree… 

Friends and my family have been supportive too, which helps enormously. Even my 88-year-old Dad now 

calls him Grandson! We are currently waiting for the official certificate of his name change to arrive in the 

mail, which I think was a huge first step towards helping him feel true to himself. 

So, what does the future hold for my son? In the coming years he has decisions to make about changes 

to his body and I hope that he will continue to openly talk to me about that. I will be supportive of him          

during his transition, and to see him finally comfortable in his own body would be a dream come true. 

I think talking openly and educating people about diversity and inclusion is hugely important. Everyone 

should feel like they belong, regardless of race, sex, sexual preference, religion, age, neurodiversity,                   

different abilities … I could go on, but you get the picture. Maybe we will never get there, but we can             

continue to make progress day by day. 

Lastly, it’s not easy being a Mum by any means, any teenager (whether diverse or not) can 
make you want to tear your hair out at times … I’m sure any parent out there would agree! 

Psychology Eggs-periment 

Year 13 Psychology students have 
been studying attachment within the 
child development area of their A                  

level. To understand the attachment 
process they were each given a baby 
egg, asked to name and decorate it 
and look after the egg for a week. During this process 

they were also asked to keep a diary and link their egg’s 
experiences to their learning of attachment. Students 
enjoyed the process and many formed strong bonds 

with their baby eggs. To add to the ‘egg-citement’, students’ entries were 

judged and a winner and two runners up were selected. 
Well done to the winner Natasha Milner and Norbert the 
3rd, and runners up Grace Daw and Shelly, and Charlotte 

Bowman and Dippy who all egg-celled in their entries.  



Hello from Religious Studies! 
 

In Religious Studies this week, Year 7 have been completing their work on                                

Judaism, and have been great at asking lots of questions to enhance their                               

understanding.  Year 8 have been impressing us with their knowledge of ethical            

issues and have been discussing the best way to make a moral decision.  Year 9 

have started looking at Muslim beliefs about God and Year 10 have been                                

researching Christian pilgrimage sites such as Jerusalem and Lourdes.  Year 11 

are busy preparing for their PPEs and Year 12 and Year 13 are getting to grips 

with Buddhist philosophy, thank you everyone for working hard! 

This week I wanted to show case a piece of work completed by a Year 8 student in 

Mr Vickers class. The aim of the task was for students to apply their knowledge of 

Normative ethics to answering some contemporary questions. Bliss and Eve have 

done a fantastic job: 

 

Is teaching religion in school important? 
Is it important to understand the world better?  

 

I believe it is important to teach religion in schools because it shows you 
how to respect others through religion and opinions on other topics. The 
most obvious reason is to educate children on different cultures and                            
beliefs shown around the world. However, with this, children learn to                           
respect that others have different thoughts and lifestyle to them. This skill 
helps them through life to accept and listen to other ideas and educate 
others and how to do the same.  
 

Someone who follows a religion may agree with me for a different reason. 
A Christian may say that religion is important in school to understand God 
on a deeper level. Children’s view on religious studies depend on their 
own thought and they may think it’s important or they may think it’s boring 
but while learning about religions, they learn a very important life skill - to 
respect others’ opinions. 
 
 

Amazing work, well done! 

 

Mrs Millan 

 



History  

Termly History Prize Winners: 

We have recently awarded our termly history prizes for Term 2.  We award one prize per year 
group.  Only the hardest working and highest achieving history students are rewarded in this 
way. 

The winners for last term were: 

Y7- Rhys Thacker- Rhys has really engaged with history this term, which is shown in the level 

of detail he is adding to his work. Rhys asks thoughtful questions and is always ready to answer 

questions. Rhys is always polite and a helpful member of the class. 

Y8- Isobel Glover- She is an incredibly hard working, and 

has produced some really high quality work in the Trench 

Warfare topic. Isobel makes thoughtful contributions to                       

discussions, and achieved an excellent score in her first               

assessment on Slavery and the origins of WW1. 

Y9-Tom Norton- Tom has obvious enthusiasm for this                  

subject. He makes superb contributions to class                                     

discussions, and asks thoughtful questions to further his 

learning. These questions often help the rest of the class as 

we discuss responses. His classwork is consistently well done. 

Y10- Mikey Mumford- Mr Barber is delighted by his attitude to learning shown in lessons and 

reflected in good subject knowledge and answering questions. This is confirmed by a series of 

good assessments showing he wants to succeed. 

 Y11- Eddie King- It is clear that Eddie has an absolute love of the subject. He is engaged and 

fascinated by Weimar Germany. Eddie had a very strong performance in his November PPE. 

He is always willing to be involved in class discussion and is a top cheerleader for doing A Level 

History next year! 

Y12-Poppy Williams- Since starting Y12, Poppy has produced consistently strong Italy and 

Stuarts essays. She is consistently hard working and high achieving and has definitely risen to 

the high demands of History A level. This is reflected in a very strong PPE result! 

Y13- Imogen Peckover- Throughout her history A level, Imogen has been quietly and                                 

consistently hard working. She is always well prepared and has a real drive to succeed. She 

made a great contribution to the whole class with well thought out and comprehensive                               

presentations and handouts for the Civil Rights in America course. Her recently completed                      

history coursework on Blackbeard and the golden age of piracy was unique, thoughtful and well 

researched. 

Well done! 

 
Top  

Chenderit  

Historian 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sign up here:  

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/zone-in/activities/behind-cover-club/  

Following registration, we will send out an access code and instructions to download the 

audiobook. We have a limited amount of free licenses so we encourage students to sign 

up swiftly. 

A different book title will be released each month from January to March. We'll also be 

sending listeners information on ways to get involved with the conversation about the 

books online, such as writing a book review, answering book club questions and posting 

their thoughts on social media using the hashtag #BehindTheCoverClub. 

 
What are the book titles? 
For January we have chosen the incredible title, Not Without a Fight by boxer, model and 
activist Ramla Ali. Read more about Ramla and her amazing book. 

• February’s choice is Somebody Give This Heart a Pen by Sophia Thakur. 

The concluding title in March will be Invisible Women: Exposing Data Bias in a World  
Designed for Men by Caroline Criado Perez. 

Head of Learning for Year 11 letter  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Once again we find ourselves on the eve of the last weekend of revision as our Year 11 students 
make their final preparations for the next round of Pre-Public Exams (PPEs) starting on Monday 
31

st
 January. The majority of students understand the importance of this round of exams, where 

the results may be used in considerations for Teacher Assessed Grades in the summer term. At 
the moment, we are still unclear as to whether Year 11 students may be asked to sit a final 
round of external public exams in May and June. At least the PPEs next week will give our                     
students further valuable experience and practice at sitting exams which will help them to                        
understand the expectations on them with the final exams. 

Pre-Public Exams – reminders for Year 11 students from Mrs Files (Examinations                          
Manager) 

Please discuss the following points, from Mrs Files, with your child this weekend so that they are 
fully prepared with the regulations that exist for any student taking the exams next week. 

• Exams will take place between Monday 31
st
 January and Friday 11

th
 February. 

 

• A drink of water is allowed in an unlabelled drinking container (doesn’t have to be a clear bottle anymore but 

can’t have any writing on it) this needs to be placed on the floor by the candidate’s desk not on it. 

  

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/zone-in/activities/behind-cover-club/
https://www.penguin.co.uk/authors/1086552/ramla-ali.html


  

• Mobile phones should be turned OFF and should be in bags at the back of the Sports Hall/Library 

  

• Students should be ready to go into the exam room 10 minutes before the posted start time, this includes 

already having taken a toilet break, so they are not late into the exam. 

  

• BLACK pens should be brought in by all candidates to be used for writing answers on all exam papers unless 

another colour is specified by the Exams Manager. 

  

• Coats are not allowed to be worn during exams unless it is deemed to be too cold in the Sports Hall/ Library 

by the Exams Manager or members of the Leadership Team. 

  

• No one should be talking on their way into the exam room and they should already have an idea where they 

are seated – this is shown on their exam timetable and on the seating plan on the Exams Notice board in the 

canteen. 

  

• Stationary equipment - Rulers, pencils, protractors and calculators are the responsibility of the candidate, it is 

not up to the school to provide these for exams.  They should have all this equipment as standard, as it is 

used in more than just maths exams. 

  

• Turning round and reviewing the room can be considered malpractice – students should resist doing this and 

face the front! 

 

You will by now have received a copy of your child’s timetable for the exams next week and this 
should be used this weekend to make further preparations for revision throughout the two week 
exam period. A welcome relief from exams awaits our students as the half term break will follow 
starting on Monday 14

th
 February; a great opportunity for students to re-charge their batteries 

ready for meeting coursework deadlines in term 4. 

Following the Year 11 Virtual Subject Parents Evening on Wednesday 19th January I had a few 
enquiries from parents asking for copies of the ‘GCSE Subject Support Workshops - spring term 
2022’ that had been referred to by a variety of teachers during appointments with parents. A 
copy of this timetable can be found in the pages following this letter. Please use this timetable to 
discuss the opportunities that are available for your child to gain extra support with coursework 
and exam revision throughout the remaining weeks of the spring and summer term. Most                     
workshops and after school classes run straight after school for approximately one hour, with 
the exception of Monday’s when many staff are engaged in other calendared meetings. I would 
also like to remind parents that Year 11 students have their Passports to Success and should be 
collecting signatures from teaching staff when they attend any of the Subject Support                          
Workshops as they count towards being entered into the draw for the Amazon Gift Cards at the 
end of the spring term. 

It just remains for me to wish all of our Year 11 students the best of luck with their Pre-Public 
Exams next week and I hope their grades reflect all of the hard work and preparation that they 
have made over the recent weeks.  

Please continue to support your child at home in all the ways described above and please                       
contact myself, tutors, subject teachers or Heads of Departments if you have any questions 
about how we can all support your child in this important term with their education and                                  
development as young people. 

Best wishes 

Toby Holland – Head of Learning for Year 11 







 

Ultimate Activity Camps provide outstanding Ofsted-registered activity day camps for children 
aged 4-14 during the school holidays, where the children's welfare and fun are at the heart of all 
they do! Children will enjoy a fantastic range of over 40 sports, games and art activities every 
week led by engaging staff at amazing locations. Running this Easter & Summer at                       
Beachborough School. 

Book by Tuesday 1
st
 March to save up £40 a week on all Easter & Summer dates! 

W: http://www.ultimateactivity.co.uk/FSF 

T: 0330 111 7077 

E: help@ultimateactivity.co.uk 

FB: https://www.facebook.com/UltimateActivityCamps 

http://www.ultimateactivity.co.uk/FSF
mailto:help@ultimateactivity.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/UltimateActivityCamps



