
Headteacher’s Message 
Welcome back to the summer term. I hope it will be successful and enjoyable for our whole school community.  

As you may have already spotted, over the Easter holiday we received a                   

donation of a sculpture from David Snell. Mr Snell, a local artist from Squarejig 

Studios, Bloxham, has taken inspiration from our educational philosophy of 

“aim high, work hard, be nice”. Using this as a starting point, he has created 

Welcome and Farewell, a life-size abstract sculpture of two figures.  

This sculpture, coloured to represent a bronze casting, is made from a steel 

frame, covered and modelled with cement fondu, a weather resilient sculpting 

medium. It has very kindly been donated to the school and is sited at the                     

student entrance in front of the new maths block, where I am sure it will                   

become a key feature of our school environment. David Snell’s son attended 

our sixth form some years ago and David wished to give something back to 

the school in appreciation of the life chances that are given to the young                   

people who graduate from Chenderit. 

The process of creating the sculpture has been a long one, as David has been 

keen to produce a sculpture that adequately reflects the spirit and meaning of 

our school community. David has stated that it was always with the students in 

mind that he created the ambience of the final piece, with a message of                      

collaboration, sharing and mutual support for each other being the central theme.  

David explains that the sculpture reflects two key moments in every young 

person’s life: The larger figure represents a young adult, leaving the school 

holding aloft a key, representing their new found freedom and entry into                       

adulthood, and handing down the Book of Knowledge to the younger                      

entrant, who grasps it in both hands, eagerly striding into school to commence 

their educational journey. David comments, “I am very pleased with how the 

figures fit in the context of the school, standing by the front gate to welcome 

the students in and bid them farewell. It is my hope that all the students in 

Chenderit will find a relationship with them and that the figures may imbue in 

them a sense of purposefulness and an appreciation of our own personal 

learning journey.” 

On behalf of Chenderit School, I would like to express our most sincere thanks 
to Mr Snell for his generosity. I hope that the sculpture will remind students of 
their own roles within our community and reinforce our ethos of respect,                       
perseverance and aspiration. Mr Snell has invested his time and talent in this 
piece and his gift to our community, I am sure, will soon become a loved,                  
respected and cherished object at Chenderit School.  



End of Year Exams 
 
 
 
There will be end of year exams that start for Y7 and Y8 on the 6th June and Y9, Y10 and Y12 on the 13th 
June (Y9 Drama Practical WB 6th June).   
 
We sit exams in each year group because regular exposure to exam style conditions and questions                   
prepares the students for GCSE and A level exams.  There is a great deal of recent research that shows 
regular testing helps us remember more.  The effort that goes in to retrieving knowledge helps cement or 
reinforce that knowledge, making it easier to apply it in unfamiliar circumstances.   
 
Experience tells us that it is not just knowledge of a particular subject that leads to GCSE and A level           
exam success.  Many other things have an impact: revision, time management, being able to read and 
respond to an exam paper, general “exam technique”.  End of year exams and regular testing provides 
students with the opportunity to develop these skills. 
 
Below are some key things that will enable your child to do well in the end of year exams 
 
1. Start revision early 
The sooner exam preparation starts, the better – little and often.  Don’t start revision too late or try to 
cram everything into the last minute 
 
2. Create a detailed revision timetable 
List all of your exam subjects or topics, and the amount of time you think you need to cover each.         
Prioritise based on the areas you feel need most work. Try dividing up your time for each subject based 
on the units on the revision checklist or syllabus. Once you’ve planned what you will be studying and 
when, put it where everyone can see it. That way others can help you stay motivated too. Revise often, 
cover a variety of subjects, try to do a little every day and don’t forget to plan in breaks. 
 
3. Unplug and turn off EVERYTHING 
It’s tempting to distract yourself with social media or talking to friends. Find a well-lit quiet place to 
study away from any distractions. 
 
4. Have everything you need 
Set up your revision space, making sure you have everything you need for the revision session, from 
drinks and snacks to stationery, paper and resources. 
 
5. Try different revision methods 
Research shows that doing a range of activities will benefit you. Organise your folders and simplify your 
class notes. Make summary notes, mind maps, audio notes and diagrams for key facts. 
 
6. Work through past question papers 
Practising writing essays and answering questions under timed conditions is fantastic experience. Ask 
your teachers for relevant past exam questions. You can also find papers online from the exam board 
website or BBC bitesize 
 
7. Take a break 
Don’t forget to look after yourself. Make sure you stay hydrated and try to get enough sleep. Although 
you should avoid distracting yourself by watching TV or YouTube videos whilst you’re revising, it doesn’t 
mean you can’t treat yourself as a reward. 
 
8. Organise yourself for the exam 
Before the exam comes make sure you know what your exam involves (such as how many questions 
you need to answer and how long you have). Make sure you pack your bag the night before, being sure 
you have the correct equipment with you. Getting a good night’s sleep before the exam is going to do 
your brain a lot more good than last minute cramming, so don’t be tempted to stay up late. 
 



 

Ukrainian Crisis 
  
Northamptonshire Welcome Fund  
  
 

Over the past week I have been working at West Northamptonshire Council due to my 
involvement in the WNC Youth Forum, and today I have been working in the offices of 
the Administration. I have been given the task of helping to raise awareness of the 
Northamptonshire Welcome Fund link to raise funds for the Ukrainian Crisis.  
  
"We're raising funds to support the resettlement of Ukrainian refugees and community groups and 
charities directly working with refugees."  (Charity Registration No. 1094646)  

  

This is a fundraising scheme which was originally created to raise funds to support the 
resettlement of Ukrainian refugees and community groups and charities directly                  
working with refugees. We have already raised a huge £23,107, however we need your 
help to make sure there is enough for everyone!   
  

If you wish to donate, please see the link below. Maybe you would like to hold a                 
fundraiser yourselves!  
  

 Northamptonshire Welcome Fund - JustGiving  

   
  

Kind Regards,   
  

Lissy Startin-Ashley   
 

 
Advice for Ukrainian families on applying for a school place and accessing childcare in 

England 

The government has published some advice on the Education Hub for Ukrainian families 
on applying for a school place and accessing childcare. The article is available in both 
English and Ukrainian and is available to all parents. 

Updated NHS COVID-19 symptoms lists 

The NHS COVID-19 symptoms in adults and symptoms in children have been updated.  
Adults and children who have symptoms of a respiratory infection, including COVID-19, should follow 
the UKHSA guidance. Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should 
stay at home and avoid contact with other people, where they can. They can go back to school, college 
or childcare and resume normal activities when they no longer have a high temperature, and they are 
well enough to attend. 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/refugeewelcomefund
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/04/11/how-do-families-arriving-from-ukraine-apply-for-a-school-place-and-childcare-%d1%8f%d0%ba-%d1%80%d0%be%d0%b4%d0%b8%d0%bd%d0%b0%d0%bc-%d1%89%d0%be-%d0%bf%d1%80%d0%b8%d1%97%d0%b6%d0%b4%d0%b6%d0%b0/?utm_source=13%20Apr
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/main-symptoms/?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


Ski Trip 

“Following a couple of Covid hit years without a ski trip, we are excited 

to announce that Chenderit School are proposing a potential ski trip          

during the Easter 2023 school holiday. Please click on the link to access 

a Google Form to find out more information and register interest on                   

behalf of your child. (A link to the form is embedded in the Chenderit 

Hub also). If we have enough families interested we will confirm and  

formally launch this (including collecting deposits) shortly.” 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSensXLWrTmJqJzog8L2r3Y2cYe26Qmty7CAPcj4wd5VBwV
1oQ/viewform?usp=pp_url  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSensXLWrTmJqJzog8L2r3Y2cYe26Qmty7CAPcj4wd5VBwV1oQ/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSensXLWrTmJqJzog8L2r3Y2cYe26Qmty7CAPcj4wd5VBwV1oQ/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSensXLWrTmJqJzog8L2r3Y2cYe26Qmty7CAPcj4wd5VBwV1oQ/viewform?usp=pp_url


 



 



 



MFL Department  

 

GCSE Speaking Exams  

Year 11 students are sitting their GCSE speaking exams over the next couple of weeks. Good luck to               

everyone, keep calm, focus and you should do just fine.  

 

After school support needed? 

Please ask your teacher if you need any support outside of class - they will let you know if they are                  

available to work with you after school, but please ask in advance.  

 

Top tips for success in GCSE speaking exams:  

-Know the format of the exam i.e. Role play, then photo card, then your chosen theme for conversation 

and then the remaining theme.  

-Practise role plays and photo cards from the Zig Zag booklets from your teacher (these have been given 

to you in class). You can sit and practise preparing role plays and photo cards using your revision                             

booklets and then compare them with the suggested answers.  

-Make sure you have prepared answers to the conversation questions-  your teachers have been working 

on these with you over the last few months. 

-Learn answers to conversation questions - you have these in your booklets and, also, on the lists of 

questions from your teachers.  

-Make sure you know common verbs in the present, past, future and conditional i.e. ‘I play’, ‘I have 

played’, ‘I will play’, I would like to play’ and so on. 

-You need to speak more than the teacher does for most of the test, so try to have a lot of opinions i.e. 

say what you like and don’t like and why. or what you did and did not do etc.  

A great strategy is  2:1 opinion phrases i.e. ‘I like tennis because it is exciting and it is fun, although it is 

sometimes tiring.  

-You can ask a friend, parent etc. to listen to your answers and they can follow it on the paper - they 

don’t have to speak French or German to help you, but they can check and see if you are saying                          

everything on the paper. 

-You could record your answers onto your phone/ tablet/ laptop and then listen to them to help you 

learn your answers.  

 

Top technology tip (Thanks to Miss. Evans) 

-You can speak French or German into your computer/ tablet on Google Docs and it will produce your 

words as text for you to read back to yourself. You can do this by clicking ‘Tools’ and selecting ‘Voice                    

Typing’  

 



Thinking of A level French/ German next year? Are you already studying MFL 

in Year 12? This event could be great for you.  

 

 

Oxford University Languages Open Day - Saturday 7th May, 2022  

You must register for this event online if you would like to attend.  

The Open Day will offer an overview of our Modern Languages courses and a general Q&A for                                

prospective students in the morning, with individual language sessions and a parents’/guardians’/

teachers’ Q&A session occurring in the afternoon. You can view the full event programme on the                      

website.  

Date: Saturday 7 May 2022 

Venue: Examination Schools 

Contact: schools.liaison@mod-langs.ox.ac.uk 

Booking: https://www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/schools/meet-us 

This Open Day is a fantastic opportunity for students who were unable to attend our more recent,                    

smaller open days, or for those who are interested in learning about our other language courses, as this 

event will cover ALL of our languages: French, German, Spanish, Italian, Russian, Portuguese, Modern 

Greek, Czech, and Polish. Most of our Joint School degree subjects will also be represented at the event. 

The Modern Languages Open Day is aimed primarily at Year 12 students and their parents/guardians/

teachers, but Year 11 students who are starting to consider their options are equally welcome to attend. 

Booking for this event is compulsory – your students can register attendance on our website. (see 

above) Please note that, due to restricted places, only one parent/guardian/teacher may accompany 

each student for the morning session. The event will be held at the Examination Schools, located on the 

High Street in the centre of Oxford 

We look forward to seeing many of your students in May! 

  

https://www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/schools/meet-us
https://www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/schools/meet-us
https://www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/schools/meet-us


PE 

A HUGE well done to our Y11 exam PE students who performed brilliantly last week in their Unit 

3 (practical sport) exam. The students were on great form in all sports examined and deserve 

huge praise coming through a two year period when sport sometimes wasn’t even possible, let 

alone being able to practise for a GCSE PE exam! We showed badminton, football, netball and 

athletics live with a range of sports (including dance and skiing) also being moderated via video                         

evidence. 

Our exam board moderator was full of praise for the students and PE department:- “the positive, 

respectful relationships that the students showed towards their sports, each other and their 

teachers was a pleasure to see and something that I don’t see in all schools I moderate in. The 

quality they showed is a testament to their abilities and also to their willingness to work hard for 

each other! A very enjoyable day”. 

 Well done to all from the PE team and keep up the hard work!!! 

Sporting Congratulations 

  

Ruby Jefferies (Y10) and Ava      
Arrand (Y10) who play rugby 
for Towcester Girls U15s have                       
recently attended rugby trials 
and have both been selected 
to play for the East Midlands 
U15s squad.  

This is an outstanding 
achievement and we offer 
our congratulations to both 
girls: we are proud of you 
both! 

  

 



Year 7 

During our Easter break, a number of Chenderit students gave up their time to volunteer with Banbury Help for Ukraine. 
There have been a number of Chenderit parents and students who have been supporting the Charity, including Emily Peirson 
7D, Millie-May Shooter 10D and Ruby Mundy 11F.  

 

Emily has personally sorted, and packed donations, as well as being trusted to assist with loading and recording, then helping 
complete important shipping documents for a van that took aid for Bucha.  

 

It is so lovely to hear that these students are embodying the values we hope to instil in our students, in their school holidays! 
We are incredibly proud of all the students who have volunteered over the holidays, and your tutor would be very keen for 
you to make yourself known! 

 

Since the collection/sorting/packing of donations began on 1st March, Banbury Help for Ukraine has shipped almost 100 tons 
of humanitarian aid (7 articulated lorries and 5 vans) to refugee centres in Poland, and sites in Kyiv, Lviv, Ivano-Frankovsk, and 
most recently, Bucha in Ukraine. The project responds to lists of needs sent to us by officials (mayors) in the towns where the 
centres are, who are in desperate need of basic items including food, toiletries, first aid, and baby items, as unfortunately 
help from the major aid organisations is yet to filter down to them. 

  

The next project is to open a community centre in Banbury to assist Ukrainian people in our area (including helping them to 
learn English, particularly for children due to join local schools, taught by Ukranian teachers of English), and the host families                    
helping them.  I know there are a number of people and families in Middleton involved in this too, so we are hoping the                      
centre will become a community hub for all to come together.  

 

The Charity are always in need of more volunteers, and would welcome students who might be looking for volunteer                           
experience as part of their Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

(2) Banbury z pomocą Ukrainie    / Help for Ukraine Banbury    | Facebook 

 

The charity would like to say a huge thankyou to the Chenderit community who have already given up their time so                            
generously.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/banburyforukraine


Chenderit Sixth Form  

Sixth Form Weekly Bulletin 

Work Experience 

As you will be aware, our Year 12 students are taking 

part in work experience this year from 4th – 8th July. 

Placements are still being secured so please do remind 

your child to hand in their provider forms to Mrs 

Smith as soon as they are completed. 

There are also a number of other opportunities for 

students to take part in wider opportunities such as 

virtual work experience and online MOOCs in order 

to gain the skills and experience they need in order to 

successfully apply to university or for employment. 

We have actively promoted virtual work experience 

opportunities or online courses such as MOOCs all 

year and many of our students have engaged with 

these fantastically and have gained opportunities 

that will be beneficial to them in the future. Moving 

forwards, please do continue to encourage your child 

to take up these opportunities and to search for them 

using the following resources: 

https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/

vwex/ 

https://bsmsoutreach.thinkific.com/courses/VWE and 

Medic Mentor for medic students 

https://learn.springpod.co.uk/  

Revision hints and tips for Year 13 

• Completing more practice questions and take 

time to understand the feedback 

• Understanding where they lose marks and what 

easy fixes can be made 

• Not focusing on “competition” or on how                  

others are performing 

• Using exemplar material – how can they gain 

the marks? Examiners reports are a useful 

source of information for this 

• Avoiding stress and negativity 

• Organising their equipment and resources – are 

they fully organised for each exam and do they 

have everything they need? 

• Completing smaller chunks of revision –                       

complete 30 minute sessions throughout the 

day rather than hours at a time 

• Condensing knowledge down – use flashcards 

and mind maps 

• Putting phones away when revising! 

Year 13 University Bursaries and Grants 

Please be aware that many universities offer bursaries 

for academic performance as well as household                    

income which can support our Year 13 students as 

they progress on to university. Theses vary quite                    

dramatically between different universities and is          

definitely worth a few minutes of your time to see if 

you qualify for any free money on offer.  For example, 

bursaries based on household income can vary                     

between students with a household income of under 

£18K per year to £40K per year. Once you have made 

your firm university choice, it is worth checking on 

their website to see if you qualify for anything on      

offer. Thousands of £’s every year go unclaimed as 

many students don’t realise that money is out there. 

The Banbury Charities Trust also donate small and 

larger sums of money to students – this link is                      

definitely worth a look (especially for STEM subjects). 

You apply for this in August after results and                         

applications forms are available from Aplins                         

Solicitors in Banbury (West Bar Street). 

https://banburycharities.co.uk/students/ 

Tutor Programme 

In tutor time this week, our Year 12 students have 

continued to work on their personal statements use 

their personal statement workbooks our careers                   

platform, Unifrog, to help search for different                       

destinations post-18 to help guide their personal 

statements. The work on these statements has also 

extended into their Core lessons and will continue to 

do so for the rest of this half term. Please do speak to 

your child about their personal statement and give 

them feedback on how you think they can                                   

improve – there is guidance in their personal                     

statement workbooks to help them if needed. 

https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/vwex/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/vwex/
https://bsmsoutreach.thinkific.com/courses/VWE
https://learn.springpod.co.uk/
https://banburycharities.co.uk/students/


Spring news form the equestrian team  

Easter Monday saw some of the girls from our equestrian team competing in an inter-schools National Schools 

Equestrian Association competition at Dallas Burston Polo Club. The competition hosted by Beachborough School 

was arena eventing, which comprises of a set of show jumps going straight onto a round of cross-country jumps. 

The girls and their horses/ponies did tremendously well in a huge class of over fifty riders and came a very secure 

third out of thirteen teams. Each member rode very well and gave 100% to achieve a fantastic result to be very 

proud of.  Well done Sophie S, Lily J, Page G and Ellie B. Thank you to parents and family who came and                      

supported and who make it possible for the team to compete.  

We have some more of the team out this coming weekend competing at the Schools Equestrian Games at 

Swalcliffe One Day Event, where riders will compete at dressage, show jumping and cross-country. Good luck to all 

of those competing.  

If you would like any information about the equestrian team please contact Ms Greening agreening@chenderit.net  

 

mailto:agreening@chenderit.net




News from the Art Department 
 

Coursework Deadline: Today’s The Day! 

For a long time now, Year Eleven and Year Thirteen students have had today’s date, the 29th of 

April, underlined, written in bold ink and surrounded by stars and exclamation marks on their                         

calendars. Today is the deadline for all of their GCSE and A level Art coursework portfolios, with no 

exceptions or extensions possible. Today is the day when all that hard work can come to an end, 

when all that energy can be diverted elsewhere and when students can look back on all that they 

have created and reflect on all that they have achieved. Congratulations to all those students who 

have stepped up to the challenge and who have met the deadline. Many of our Year Eleven and 

Year Thirteen students have worked incredibly hard over the last few years, in school, at home and 

throughout lockdown, and we are particularly proud of all those students who have gone above and 

beyond expectations and who have created such incredible portfolios of work. We look forward to 

marking them over the coming weeks, and to our moderators’ visits later in the school year. For all 

our students, these last few years have at times been demanding and difficult, but the determination 

that many students have shown has ensured that they have been able to create work that reflects 

them at their best. We hope that students can look back on what they have achieved with a sense of 

pride and can be satisfied that they have done everything that they possibly can to secure the high 

grades that they are capable of. We hope too that they have enjoyed creating at least some of the 

artwork and that they will retain and return to the skills that they have learned and developed. Sadly, 

exam board rules prevent us publishing any images of the current cohort’s work, but as soon as we 

can, we will share these with everyone. There is some great stuff to be seen! 

Year Ten and Year Twelve students: there are lessons here for all of you. If you are able to speak to 

any of our current Y11 or Y13 students I am certain that they will pass on the same messages: keep 

on top of your assignments. Make each opportunity count. Be the best version of you. Work hard 

today, so that your future self will thank you for the time, effort and energy that you invest. Art is 

about practising your skills, and finding solutions that you can be proud of. Make the most of the                  

opportunities provided to you. Decide how brilliant you want to be, then work towards that goal.  

Welcome and Farewell: A New Sculpture Celebrating Chenderit’s Ethos 

As Mrs Cartwright has already mentioned, the Easter holiday has seen a new piece of artwork                      

installed in our school. It is to see such a vibrant and thought-provoking piece of art become an                      

integral part of our school site and we hope that it will inspire and intrigue all of our students. This 

has been a massive undertaking for the artist David Snell, and we are incredibly grateful for all of the 

time, effort, energy and skill that he has spent developing this project and ensuring its successful 

completion. Our thanks to David: his generous donation to the school will, I am sure, be something 

that the Chenderit community will always treasure.  

Heseltine Gallery: Selected Open Exhibition 2022 

This week, artists have been submitting work for this year’s Annual Selected Open Exhibition. This 
will then be displayed in our Heseltine Gallery for everyone in our community to enjoy. Our Annual 
Selected Open exhibitions have been a key feature of our exhibitions programme since our award 
winning gallery first opened, providing an opportunity for everyone in the area to engage with, learn 
from and be inspired by, the work of local artists. There is lots going on in the local art world right 
now, so why not use the map provided within this week’s KIT to explore artists’ exhibitions and                       
studios. More importantly, when the exhibition opens here at the Heseltine Gallery, please come 
along and see what you think of the work displayed. The gallery is there for everyone to enjoy. 
Please make the most of this unique community resource and support the work of all involved. Use it 
or lose it!  





Chenderit Artwork on Tour: UPDATE 

Before Easter, we proudly revealed that a piece of artwork from Chenderit was on display as part of 

an art exhibition in Milton Keynes. Ingrid Pollard, who worked as Artist in Residence at Chenderit in 

2008 has had such success with her one-woman retrospective show at Milton Keynes Gallery, that 

the exhibition will now go on tour to the Turner Contemporary Gallery in Margate.  Even more                    

exciting than this, she has also been shortlisted for this year’s Turner Prize. The Turner Prize is 

about the biggest deal possible in the UK art world, so we wish her luck and pass on our                                

congratulations for this incredible achievement. If you would like to see more of her work, please                           

visit the exhibition at MK gallery, where it is on display until 29/05/22, or at Turner Contemporary, in 

Margate from 09/07/22 to 25/09/22. You might also be interested in this article about Ingrid from The 

Guardian newspaper. Whether you are able to visit the exhibition or not, we should all feel a sense 

of pride that a member of our wider Chenderit community has been recognised for her outstanding 

contribution to the world of art. 

https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2022/mar/20/ingrid-pollard-myths-art-race-landscape-
photography-interview-mk-gallery 
 

 

 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

As we move towards the summer, many people’s thoughts will turn to our extended bank holiday, 
which takes place during our May half term break, and which celebrates the achievements of her 
Majesty The Queen, who has done so much for our country over the last seventy years. We are                      
encouraging students to get involved in marking this occasion by getting creative.  

At school, Mr Christy has created a ”Postcard To The Queen” project. All students are invited to take 
part, and there will be a prize (or prizes!) for the best entries. Please see Mr Christy for further                 
details.  

Beyond school, West Northamptonshire council are encouraging students to “get crafty” with their 
“Queen of Arts” challenge. Details are found below. Please get involved in at least one of these                         
initiatives: this is your opportunity to showcase your creative talents and to become be a part of                  
history! 

https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2022/mar/20/ingrid-pollard-myths-art-race-landscape-photography-interview-mk-gallery
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2022/mar/20/ingrid-pollard-myths-art-race-landscape-photography-interview-mk-gallery




Head of Learning for Year 11  

 

Dear parents and carers of Year 11 students, 

Here we find ourselves already at the end of the second week of the summer term and on the eve of a Bank                          
Holiday weekend. Any coursework deadlines for students have now been met or are about to be finished; the                            
focus for all Year 11 students is the final round of external GCSE exams in May and June. I feel that our Year 11 
students have a good understanding about how to sit the exams, the question is, how prepared are they for the 
papers that they will face on the day? The exam season draws closer and the majority of students will be engaged 
in their first exams starting from Monday 16th May.  

All Year 11 students understand that they should have been revising for some time now and have revision                             
timetables in place to get the most out of their evenings and weekends. If you feel your child is still not geared up 
to tackle their revision, is avoiding getting started or using distractions as a barrier to learning then please                      
contact your child’s tutor or myself next week for support over the coming weeks while the exams take place. It is 
never too late to start revising or to try new study skills to improve revision practice. Your help, as parents and 
carers, is absolutely vital at this period of the year to your child’s revision at home. Please try to give your child the 
time, space and support at this potentially stressful time for them as they head towards the start of the exams. 
Anxieties over exams may be high, and again if you feel your child needs support to get them through the exam 
period then please contact the tutor or myself for support and advice. 

As we move into the exam season I know subject teachers will continue to support their students in lessons as 
much as possible. Many departments will also be offering revision sessions after school this term for students to 
attend and make further preparations for their exams and practice with past papers. Only yesterday I received a 
message from Mr Lindsey to say how delighted he was with the turnout of Year 11 students to his English revision 
workshop after school. That is excellent to hear and I hope next week even more students are able to take part in 
his voluntary English revision sessions. A timetable of revision sessions and workshops run by teachers from other 
departments is currently being collated and will be published very soon. 

I am also keen to re-start a study initiative that other Heads of Learning ran in previous years before Covid                      
restrictions prevented it taking place, and that is Breakfast Workshops. I intend to allow Year 11 students to be 
able to come into school earlier than usual, to take advantage of a free continental style breakfast and then to 
attend a subject specific revision workshop prior to taking the exam at 9.00am. The breakfast workshop will not 
be available for all subjects as it depends on the time of day that the exam will take place. I am currently talking to 
Heads of Departments about which days, during the exam season, they will want to run the pre-exam workshops 
for their students. I will then run a breakfast timetable each week for the students to attend on a voluntary basis.  

Finally, I would just like to mention the names of the winners of the ‘Passport to Success’ competition that I ran 
during the spring term. The prizes were drawn during the assembly on Friday 1st April and the winners of Amazon 
Gift Cards went to: 

1st Prize – Ella Rylott Byrd – 11SWO 

2nd Prize – Emily Doak – 11SWO 

3rd Prize – Meghan Rawson – 11CJW 

Congratulations to the three winners, and my thanks to all of those students who made the effort to take part and 
were entered in the draw. 

By the time I write my next article for the Keep In Touch newsletter the Year 11 students will be well under way 
with sitting their final exams. I wish them all the best of luck with their ongoing preparations and revision for their 
exams and hope all goes smoothly for them in the coming weeks. 

Best wishes 

Toby Holland  

Head of Learning for Year 11 

 



English Language Paper 2 revision 

 

English Language Paper 2 is on Friday 10th June 2022. 

The new 9-1 GCSE specifications set great store by 
nineteenth-century writings, both in the literature 
and language papers of all specifications. This                   

poses a particular problem to today’s GCSE candidates who are                                     
increasingly distanced from the socio-cultural norms of the                                        
nineteenth-century, not to mention the idiosyncrasies of Victorian modes 
of expression! 

Students will read a 19th century essay as part of their English 

Language exam.  

The University of Oxford have collated some 19th century texts 

to support GCSE revision. Not all of them are essays. Take a 

look here: 

https://www.english.ox.ac.uk/diseases-modern-life-resources  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone has children looking for activities to boost their DofE profile, or would just like 
something to put on their CV, Middleton Cheney CC are seeking help setting up and                      
assisting with All Stars and Dynamos Cricket, Friday evenings from 13th May for an hour 
or so from 5pm. Please contact Nicky Trower on nickytrower@gmail.com or                                
07826-915 888 for more details. 
 
The Club are always looking for players for their 1st and 2nd teams, which play on                     
Saturdays, so please get in touch if you fancy the odd game. 
  

https://www.english.ox.ac.uk/diseases-modern-life-resources
mailto:nickytrower@gmail.com


World Cheerleading Championship Success 
 

Last Autumn, I won a place on Team England to compete at the 2022 ICU World Cheerleading 
Championships. After months of training in London I was so excited to compete.  

  

This April, I represented our country at the World Championships in Florida which includes 
teams from all over the world. There was an opening and closing ceremony just like at the          
Olympics and I got to meet athletes from many different countries. I competed in the Junior                    
division and my team came away with the title of World Champion and a gold medal. It was an 
amazing result and now that the season is over for Team England, I have continued to cheer      
locally at a club in Banbury, where I have been cheerleading for 5 years. 

  

For anyone interested in cheerleading, there is an opportunity to come along for a free trial on 
either Wednesday 18th May between 16:30 and 17:30 or Friday 20th May between 18:00 and 
19:00 or 19:00 and 20:30. Please email info@vibesfitnessandcheer.co.uk to book your place 
and get more details. 

  

Emma Cross (Y10) 

mailto:info@vibesfitnessandcheer.co.uk


 



Cards of kindness 

 
Before the Easter break our year 9 Health & Social care students devoted a lesson to                       
colouring and writing thoughtful messages in Easter cards. These cards were then given to 
residents at Fairholme House retirement home in Bodicote. The idea of sending ‘Cards of 
kindness’ came from the recent topic of ‘communication’ that students have been learning 
about. Students recognised that written communication is still important in our advancing 
world of electronic communication and receiving something that is handwritten is often 
more special and thoughtful.  Our students wrote very lovely messages about what they 
had been learning about in Health and Social Care and wished the residents at Fairholme a 
happy and peaceful Easter. The manager and staff at Fairholme were delighted with the 
cards and the residents enjoyed reading through the cards and putting them in their 
rooms. Our Health and Social Care students are keen to continue sending ‘Cards of                       
kindness’ to local health and social care settings in our community to brighten the day of 
hardworking practitioners and service users. If you have, any ideas for our next recipients 
please let Ms Greening and Mrs Lester know.  

 

 



Hello from Religious Studies! 

 

I would firstly like to welcome Miss Pigott who joined the team on Monday - we are delighted to have 

such an experienced teacher join the Religious Studies department! 

 

The Kerboodle! 

The kerboodle resource is available to all students in Years Nine, Ten and Eleven to support their                          

learning.  This resource can be easily accessed through the Chenderit hub, by clicking on the Kerboodle 

icon: 

 

 

 

Students will then have access to the log in page: 

 

A student’s username is the same as their Chenderit School email address e.g. jbloggs17@chenderit.net 

A student’s password will be the part of their email address that appears before the ‘@’ e.g. jbloggs17.  

We recommend students change their password once they have logged in for the first time. 

Finally, the institution code is dre5 

Once students have logged in they are able to access all of the textbooks we use in class, exam                        

questions, quizzes, revision pages and many other tools to support their learning.  We recommend                    

students use the kerboodle to help them with their homework, help with revision before end of unit ex-

ams, PPEs and external exams as well as to supplement notes if a lesson has been missed for any reason. 

 

Finally, Eid Mubarak to our students who will be celebrating the festival of Eid over the next few days! 

Mrs Millan 

 

mailto:jbloggs17@chenderit.net
https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login


DRAMA 

A HUGE congratulations to Year 12 A-level Drama and Theatre students on their electric Component 1 devised performances. 

We are so incredibly proud of you all and it was really lovely to have such great support from your parents, family, friends and 

teachers.  The exam consisted of two different group performances; the first a relevant piece focusing on how the oppression 

of women and sexual injustice within society in topical cases such as Sarah Everard and Sabina Naza used for inspiration.  This 

was explored and presented applying the methodologies of theatre practitioners ‘Kneehigh Theatre Company’.   The second 

group performance was an immersive promenade piece where they converted the full drama studio into a large-scale Cluedo 

board ‘Subverting gender stereotypes through the vehicle of Cluedo’. Both performances were of an incredibly high-standard 

reflecting the immense dedication and commitment of these students.  Well done!  



Year 13 A-level Drama and Theatre Superstars: 

  

Year 13 Theatre students are absolute stars and have worked relentlessly against the odds of the pandemic pressures at times, 
and have culminated their efforts in their truly outstanding, final group performance of Evan Placey’s play ‘Pronoun’.  They 
adapted and performed in Chenderit Schools new toilet cubicles, using a myriad of lighting to create a highly engaging                            
back-drop to support this important piece.  A big thank you to all of their friends, families and the teachers who came along to 
support the students.  The buzz following their final performance and the beaming smiles as they shared this experience was 
truly special to be a part of.  We are very proud of all of your immense efforts and achievements. 

 



‘Song of the Summer’ Workshop with Cherwell Theatre Company in association with  

Royal and  Derngate Theatre: 

  

Last week  a range of our KS4 and 5 performing arts students were involved with a workshop inspired by the 
upcoming CTC/R&D performance of ‘Song of the Summer’, with some of our students signing up to get involved 
with this excellent, free summer opportunity in Northampton.  An excellent and enjoyable workshop was had 
by the Drama and Music students exploring the new genre of ‘Gig-Theatre’ with 3  professional practitioners 
leading the session and sharing their expertise.  If you would like more information and are 14yrs+, please see 
the details below and email to find out more.  

  



Run by Year 12 A-level Drama and Theatre students

Come along on Tuesday 3rd May at lunch-time in the Drama Studio to 
sign-up and find out more information!

First-come, first-served!

Year 7

 



Song of the Summer Workshop 

 

Dear Participant, 

Thank you so much for coming along to today’s workshop, we hope you had a great time. As we’ve            

mentioned, as part of Song of the Summer we are going to be having a youth company of actors and 

musicians who will be performing in and involved in creating key parts of the show alongside                                

professional actors and we would love it if you would be interested in joining. To sign up for this free                   

project, please email a photo of your completed form, which can be found in the following link:  https://

www.chenderit.info/forms/Song-of-Summer-Project-Sign-Up-Form.pdf, to Trudy Bell; get-

involved@royalandderngate.co.uk 

Song of the Summer is a coming-of-age comedy drama exploring the highs and lows of teenage life, 

seen through the eyes of young musicians. Set in Northampton in 2006 and featuring original indie rock 

music inspired by the era, the play dramatises the tension between friendship and artistic integrity and 

the joys of creating music with the world at your feet. 

Weekly rehearsal sessions will take place between May-August 2022. They will be held on Tuesday 

nights from 7-9pm at Royal & Derngate and participants will work with professional directors, movement 

specialists and musical directors to develop skills in live music, acting and physical theatre and help 

shape the development of the piece. 

In July a professional cast of 5 actor-musicians will join the programme alongside a stage management 

and technical theatre team, to bring the play to life. Rehearsals will continue at Royal & Derngate for             

participants throughout July with performances taking place from 11-28 August at The Picturedrome. 

Participants do not need any previous experience just an interest in acting, musicianship or technical              

theatre and do not have to be available for all of the weekly rehearsals, or all of the performance dates in 

August. We also have opportunities for those interested in technical theatre (lighting, sound, stage                   

management) to work with our team as they create the show between May-August 2022.  

 

See you soon! 

Tristan Jackson-Pate. 

Rehearsal dates and times: 

 

May: 3rd- 7-9pm,10
th
 - 7-9pm, 17

th
 - 7-9pm, 24

th
 - 7-9pm. 

June: 7
th
 - 7-9pm,14

th
 - 7-9pm, 21

st
 - 7-9pm, 28

th
 - 7-9pm 

July: 5
th
 - 7-9pm, 12

th
  - 4pm-8pm, 14

th
  - 4pm-8pm, 16

th
 - 10am-5pm, 19

th
  - 4pm-8pm, 21

st
 - 4pm-8pm, 23

rd
- 

10am-5pm, 26
th
- 4pm-8pm, 28

th
 - 4pm-8pm. 

August- Rehearsals at Performing Room (Next door to Royal & Derngate): 2
nd

  - 10am-5pm, 3
rd

  - 10am-5pm, 
4

th
  - 10am-5pm, 5

th
  - 10am-5pm. 

Tech/Dress Rehearsals – August. At The Picturedrome, Northampton: 8
th
 - 5-10pm, 9

th
 - 12pm-6pm, 10

th
 - 

12pm-10pm. 

 

Performances – August. At The Picturedrome, Northampton: 

There are two performance groups who will each perform 10 shows. We will work around the availability of    
participants if they are not available for all dates, however: 

11th - Group A - 2.30pm and 7.30pm show, 12th Group 1 - 7.30pm show, 14th- Group A - 2.30pm and 7.30pm 
show 

17th- Group 1 - 7.30pm show, 18th - Group 1 - 2.30pm and 7.30pm show, 19th- Group A - 7.30pm show, 20th 
Group A - 2.30pm and 7.30pm show, 21s- Group 1 - 7.30pm show. 

24th- Group A - 7.30pm show, 25th - Group 1 - 2.30pm and 7.30pm show, 26th- Group 1 - 7.30pm show, 27th - 
Group A - 2.30pm and 7.30pm show, 28th- Group 1 - 2.30pm show and 7.30pm show. 

https://www.chenderit.info/forms/Song-of-Summer-Project-Sign-Up-Form.pdf
https://www.chenderit.info/forms/Song-of-Summer-Project-Sign-Up-Form.pdf
mailto:getinvolved@royalandderngate.co.uk
mailto:getinvolved@royalandderngate.co.uk


TREASURE
ISLAND

CHENDERIT SCHOOL’S 

Would like to invite you to come aboard and set sail with 
our upcoming touring pantomime production of:

Auditions will be taking place in the first
week of the new school year on
Thursday 8th September – 3-4.15 in the lecture
theatre.

We will be working towards performance dates
in December 2022.

We pride ourselves on being an inclusive and
welcoming group, who have students involved
from Years 7 through to Year 13.

Please come along to express your interest and
find out more information. MTS welcomes all
students who want to take part – whether this
is an acting//dancing role or back-stage role,
such as lighting or set design.

Please email/speak to the Performing Arts
Team if you have any questions.

MUSICAL THEATRE SOCIETY



Music News 

 

At this time of year, we get a lot of promotions for Music and Drama events                     
happening in the Banbury area. Below is a good opportunity for students                           
interested in Performing Arts. We will keep you updated with other opportunities in 
the coming weeks. 

 

Instrumental Lessons: 

We will soon be booking instrumental and vocal lessons with NMPAT for 2022/23. 
If your child currently has lessons we will contact you in the next couple of weeks 
to see if you would like to continue. Also, if any students are interested in signing 
up, either for the remainder of this term, or for next year, please contact us for                    
further details. 

 



KEY DEFINITIONS. 
 

 

                        What does LGBTQIA+ stand for? 
 

 

Lesbian- A non-man who is attracted to non-men. 

Gay- A man who is attracted to men. 

Bisexual- A person who is attracted to both men and women.   

Transgender- An umbrella term for someone whose gender identity differs from their sex assigned at birth. 

Questioning- A person who is questioning either their gender or their sexual orientation. 

Intersex- born with sex characteristics that do not fit the binary. 

Asexual- An asexual person feels little to no sexual attraction 

+plus- The plus stands for all identities that do not fit under the  LGBTQIA+ acronym.  

Identities under the plus. 

Abrosexual- An Abrosexual person is someone whose sexual orientation changes other time. 

Agender- An agender person is someone who doesn't feel as though they have a gender. 

Bigender- A bigender person is someone who feels as though they identify with two genders at 

once. 

Cassgender- Someone who doesn't identify with any label or gender. 

Demiboy- Someone who is both non-binary and male. 

Demigirl- Someone who is both non-binary and female. 

Demigender- Individuals who feel a partial connection to a particular gender identity. 

Demisexual- A demisexual would only feel sexual attraction to someone they have emotional connection with. 

Genderfluid- a person whose gender identity is not fixed, it can change over time or day to day. 

Greysexual- A greysexual feels little to no sexual attraction. 

Non-binary- Someone who does not identify with the binary of female/male ( it is also an umbrella term) 

Omnisexual- the attraction to all gender (with an opinion)  

Pansexual-  the attraction to all gender 

Queer- umbrella term for any gender expression or sexual orientation considered to be outside the cisgender, heterosexual. 

( some people don’t like to use this as an umbrella term but some people with multiple identities under the LGBTQIA+ label 

may use this) 

 




