
Headteacher’s Message 

 

Yesterday, I felt truly privileged to be able to watch the cast and crew of Treasure Island at one of their 

performances following the ‘covid years’, when live shows were not permitted. I am delighted to report 

that the show provided panto spirit in spades and was well received, not just at Chenderit but at the three 

local primary schools to which the show was on tour. One of the primary schools sent this heart-warming 

message:  

“Just wanted to say from all of us, a big thank you so much for yesterday. It was great fun and so 

lovely to see a number of our children back here and thoroughly enjoying themselves.”  

I commend MTS for their successes and thank all the staff who made this show possible - it was not at all 

easy to keep the show on the road with the amount of illness our students have struggled with this week, 

but with the amazing support of staff and students, MTS did it. Congratulations! 

Our Sixth Form Ambassador Team have also been very focused this week, organising various events for 

next week’s ‘Charities Week’ which will raise awareness and collect donations for three important                 

charities: Young Minds; Banbury Young Homelessness Project (BYHP) and Harmless. We understand 

that times are tough for so many in our community and beyond; however, we urge everyone who can, to 

join in with our students’ plans and to be as generous as possible to these worthy causes.  

Next Friday is the last day of the autumn term, and as such, it is exciting to be able to assemble again as 

a school community in the sports hall from period 3 onwards to watch the Christmas Extravaganza as a 

live production. This is the first time since December 2019 that we have been able to do this and we are 

very much looking forward to the event. Our Sixth Form Ambassador Team have been very busy working 

to film various skits for the show and refining their production.   

We thank all those, students and staff, who have made Charities Week and the Extravaganza possible 

this year and hope that everyone enjoys the live performance next Friday. After a very busy and                   

tremendously successful autumn term for Chenderit, it will be wonderful to celebrate together at such an 

event.  
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Dates for your Calendar Next Week: 

 

 

 

MONDAY 6th Form Charities Events  

TUESDAY 6th Form Charities Events 

Y11 Reports emailed to parents + Y11 Pre-Public Exam results 

Y13 English Language/Literature NEA first draft due 

WEDNESDAY 6th Form Charities Events  

THURSDAY 6th Form Charities Events 

FRIDAY Charity Dress Day in support of Charities Week - Xmas jumpers 

KS5 Extravaganza 

END OF TERM 3PM 
 

12th - 16th December 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good news team Chenderit. The Chenderit Parent Teachers Association will be resuming in January! We 
have a fantastic group of parents who have shown initial interest in being part of our new team however, 
we are still recruiting for more. If you think you might be interested, please keep reading!  
 
In the past, the PTA have been involved in raising funds to buy wish list items for the school - such as 
extra technology for classrooms. We were able to allocate funds to buy advanced microscopes, a smart 
TV, an interactive classroom board and wooden benches to improve the outdoor seating area for the                  
students. Items like this make a tangible difference to the children and our school community. 
 
There are many reasons why being part of a PTA is rewarding. The PTA is a great way to meet other           
parents and get to know the school environment, to use your skills and also learn new ones. Being a PTA 
member is fun, very rewarding and of course your children and your children's school will benefit lots! 
Please be assured, you will be welcomed wholeheartedly and supported by a dedicated and friendly core 
team. 

 
We are planning on having our first meeting towards the end of 
January 2023 and then monthly thereafter. If you would like to 
come along or think this might be for you and you want to find out 
more, please email jdowden@chenderit.net. Full details will be 
shared in the first edition of the KIT in the New Year! 
 

mailto:jdowden@chenderit.net




 Geography – EPD 2 – Wednesday 23rd November 

During EPD 2, the Year 9 geographers were examining rock types, weathering and soils. As part of the 
day, students carried out an investigation in Middleton Cheney churchyard. They were looking to see if 
rocks like limestone and sandstone weather more easily than harder rocks like granite and marble. The 
students surveyed a wide variety of headstones looking at the quality of the inscription and condition of 
the grave. 

Back in the classroom, the students presented their results in a variety of graphs, analysed their results 
and wrote a conclusion. After torrential rain earlier in the morning, the sky cleared over to blue skies for 
most groups, which was great, but the last group to go out experienced a very heavy downpour! The Year 
9 Geographers were a pleasure to take out of school. Well done Year 9! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every fortnight, we feature a career related to Geography to inspire and inform students about the                  

exciting paths that Geography can open doors to. This week’s featured career is a nature conservation 

officer. 

 
Nature conservation officers protect the environment by promoting sustainability, educating others and                    
analysing information about the environment to inform 
decisions about how to protect it and the species that 
live there. Areas of conservation could include                    
grassland, woodland, forests, coastal areas, moorland,             
mountains, rivers and marine habitats.  
Salary: Typical starting salaries generally range from 
£19,000 to £24,000, rising to £30,000 with experience.  
Qualifications needed: Because this career is                     
competitive, a degree in a relevant field such as                        
Geography, Ecology, Environmental Science or Biology 
will be helpful. Work experience is also essential to 
demonstrate your commitment and develop your               
practical skills! 
 

 



English  

Students who deserve a shout-out!  

Izzy Walsh- amazing ‘An Inspector Calls’ analysis.  

Chloe Sullivan- brilliant paper 1 past paper result  

Harriet Radcliffe- for improved concentration in lessons 

Lilli Thomas- excellent detail and original ideas in ‘AIC’ essay 

Bethany O’Keeffe - excellent reading assessment effort and results - so proud! 

Freddie Washbourne - excellent reading assessment effort and results - so proud! 

Tyler Marks - improved focus and effort, a joy to teach in English this week 

 

Josh Vessey - for commendable effort, very well done 

Iris Phillips - for fluent reading, improved handwriting and presentation 

Ewan Golding - for thoughtful contributions in class discussions 

Isla England - amazing analysis of Twelfth Night 

Lauren Bullen - beautiful reading recently, and for consistent high effort 

Alfie Giles - bursting with ideas; a model to the rest of the class 

Lauren Boyd - for a high level of engagement with speaking and listening 

Evie Percival - constant enthusiasm and kindness 

Martyna Tomczak - positive attitude both inside and outside the classroom 

Zara Hussain - a delight to teach Y11 English! 

Jack Leadbeater - focus and hard work with Language Paper revision 

 

Rosie Boyd - for a brilliant monologue assessment.  

Alyssa Thacker - for continued hard work in Year 11 English  

Thomas Jarrett - for continued concentration in Year 11 English  

Dierdre Allen - consistent engagement and a positive attitude to learning 

Maisie Reed - high level of engagement and enthusiasm for reading.  

Sara Hussain - for continued engagement in her English lessons.  

Javaria Hussain - for her committed engagement and great class notes.  

 

Morgan Jones, Fin Walsh excellent creative writing in the Beowulf and Grendel fight scene  

Ayden Carrier - for creating an animation showing the plot of Beowulf 

Benjamin Robinson for creating a very funny Beowulf comic strip 

Sophia-Grace Hodgson for always taking time and effort with her homework and classroom (see picture) 

 

Emily Dedman and Harry Fowler for writing excellent dramatic monologues from Viola’s point of view 

The whole of 9B1 - Incredible deeper level thinking and analysis of Macbeth. 







SCIENCE: 

Mr Hanna’s first term 

 

Well its been an exciting first term for me in the Science department of Chenderit - trips and practicals 

galore. I know that students in key stage 4 have been working seriously hard in the preparation for their 

exams, and students in key stage 3 have been enjoying their investigations too. 

Year 11 have just completed their PPEs and are studying their final units of work before revision starts in 

earnest. 11A1 have just completed some biology fieldwork on the school site involving quadrats and 

measuring  tapes. It wasn’t the best time of year for this but they did an excellent job of investigating the 

available abundance of plants on the school site. They also made it back in without falling in the mud! 

Year 7 have just completed lots of work looking at cells through microscopes, learning about cells                   

organelles and their functions. 

Year 8 have been doing some awesome work, investigating the properties of acids and alkalis and have 

even made, and then tested, their own indicator liquid to test acids and alkalis with. 

Year 9 have started their GCSE course in the past few weeks and have started to get to grips with the 

hard facts and nitty gritty of preparation for exams. They have been looking at cells and enzymes, and 

have prepared some excellent specimens to view under the microscope. 

 

Below are some quotes from our students: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My top two practicals that I have done so 

far are the microscopes when we observed 

onion peel, and when we have used                   

Bunsen Burners to heat water. 

Keira year 7. 

Biology is awesome, especially 

when quadrats are involved. 

Gracie Year 11. 

The best topic so far in science we have 

learned about is acids and alkalis. I have 

enjoyed this subject as there has been a lot 

of practicals. We have even made our own 

indicator and tested it. 

Pippa Year 8 

I really enjoyed lighting the Bunsen Burners 

because I have never done it before. 

Sophia, Year 7 

I enjoyed burning dry food samples to find 

which had the most energy . I also enjoyed 

going on the science trip to Warwick. It was 

really interesting and relevant to our current 

topics. 

Phoebe year 9 



 

2022 Reading Challenge
How many of the 

challenges can you 

read over the 

break?

A book that’s been 

turned into a film

A book written by a 

celebrity

A book set in a 

different country

A book published in 

the year you were 

born

A book that has been 

banned or 

challenged 

somewhere in the 

world

A YA best seller A book with pictures An award winner An autobiography A graphic novel

A book with an ugly 

cover

A friend’s 

recommendation

A book you can finish 

in one day

A book with numbers 

in the title

A book you want to 
re-read

A book based on a 

fairy-tale or myth

A book that has 

more than 300 

pages

A book by a local 

author

A non-fiction book A book published in 

2022

Can you 

complete a 

column, a line 

or the table?



NEWS FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT 
 

Artist Lisa Milroy visits Chenderit to deliver practical workshop.  

 

For the past five years, GCSE students at Chenderit have studied the 

work of artist Lisa Milroy. Throughout that time, Milroy’s still life work 

has acted as a starting point for students to create their own paintings 

on the theme of identity. Over the summer, Mr Christy contacted Lisa to 

let her know that her work was used in this way. Unexpectedly, she                   

replied, and offered to come to the school to deliver a free practical 

workshop. WOW! 

All Year Ten art students were invited to attend, and we wish we could 

have extended this opportunity to all our students in Years Eleven and 

Twelve as well, because there was certainly a great sense of                             

excitement in the department when word of this visit got around.  

It was a real privilege to welcome Lisa to our school on Monday. Lisa 

was kind enough to give students a two-hour workshop which focused 

on the role of observation, memory and mental recall in relation to           

drawing, and the familiar stuff of everyday life as a source for creative 

engagement. Lisa usually teaches drawing to graduate students at The 

Slade School of Fine Art in London, so as you might expect, the themes which she discussed with our 

students were fairly sophisticated! Our students were brilliant though, and they impressed Lisa with their 

unwavering energy and enthusiasm. Students completed dozens of drawings across the two hours,                    

before coming together to create an impromptu exhibition of their work in the art department. What an 

experience for these young artists! 

Lisa then met with Year Twelve art students who took her on a tour of the school to show her their own 

work and the school’s gallery. Lisa shared her advice to these sixth formers and extended these students 

an invitation to The Slade’s graduate degree show later this academic year, promising them all a private 

tour around this esteemed art establishment.  

Lisa left “buzzing” about the school and our art department, and went straight on to her Instagram to                 

express how fabulous a time she had had, “Here’s to the great art departments in schools everywhere” 

was how she described her day. The day after the workshop, Lisa emailed the school to thank everyone 

for such a successful experience: “What an incredibly wonderful art department it is, huge heartfelt                       

congratulations! It was such a pleasure to meet you and your lovely colleagues. And wow - all those 

amazing students! I thoroughly enjoyed myself, it was a wonderful experience, and I look forward to                   

seeing you and everyone again at the Slade Graduate Degree Shows here in London.” 

Lisa’s visit will certainly be a highlight of our work this year, and it 

was great that so many students could get involved. For those Year 

Ten students in particular, this was an opportunity that will not be 

forgotten, and a great way to bring this unit of work to life. We hope 

that they enjoyed this one-of-a-kind extra-special curriculum                        

experience. 

Massive thanks to Lisa Milroy for making this happen! 
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Weekly Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The final week of term is rapidly approaching and 

our Sixth Form Ambassador Team have been 

working incredibly hard to organise different 

events (please see opposite for more information 

on this) to raise awareness and donations for 

three amazing charities:  Young Minds, Banbury 

Young Homelessness Project and Harmless.  The 

team have also been busy working with staff             

members to film different sketches for the                  

Christmas Extravaganza show (again, more on 

this opposite) and some interesting costumes and 

parodies have been witnessed… watch this space! 

In a time where the national focus has very much 

been on the ongoing cost of living crisis, it is 

events such as Charities Week that remind us of 

the way in which we look out for one another          

within our community. The care, support and     

commitment to community shown by our Sixth 

Formers and the entire school community is a    

perfect example of this and is the epitome of what 

we all should be aiming for – being nice to one 

another. I look forward to updating you all with the 

events of Charities Week next week.  

                                                         - Mr. B. Belstone. 

Sixth Form Christmas Extravaganza 

 

On the last day of the Autumn Term each year, the 

Sixth Form students always organise a Christmas 

show called the ‘Extravaganza’. This is always a                 

fantastic event that all students across the school 

enjoy that includes musical acts, sketches and                      

pre-recorded elements which then culminates in a 

Christmas sing-along ready for the Christmas break. 

The challenges posed by COVID-19 meant that the 

Sixth Formers have had to be innovative over the 

past two years, meaning that the Extravaganza went  

virtual… but not this year! Next Friday, all students 

will watch the show live in their year groups from P3 

onwards in the Sports Hall and this will give them the 

opportunity to celebrate the achievements of the past 

term and look forward to next year. We hope all stu-

dents enjoy it and that it ends the term on a high 

note. 

Charities Week Events Timetable: 

The following events are taking place during                  

Charities Week to support the charities above: 

• Chenderit’s Got Talent – students audition 

for a coveted slot in the Extravaganza 

• Lip Sync Battle – Sixth Formers vs. staff 

• Throw a sponge at a Sixth Former or teacher

(!) 

• Basketball and benchball tournaments  

• Tombolo 

• Year 7 gingerbread decorating on                     

Wednesday lunchtime 

• Christmas market underneath the canopy 

• Candy cane delivery service 

• Christmas jumper day 

• Collections for Food Banks – any donations 

will be gratefully received 

We hope that all students enjoy the week! 

Tutor Time Overview: 

Next week, students in both Year 12 and Year 13 tutor 
groups will be focusing on study skills, particularly 
what effective revision strategies look like. This will 
ensure that they are fully prepared for their PPEs. 
This week, students have looked at important issues 
such as cyberbullying and workplace bullying in the 
context of post-18 pathways that they may take. 

Revision hints and tips for Year 12 and 13 PPEs: 

Please discuss the revision hints and tips with your 

child to support them in their preparation for PPEs. 

• Completing more practice questions and take 

time to understand the feedback 

• Understanding where they lose marks and 

what easy fixes can be made 

• Not focusing on “competition” or on how                    

others are performing 

• Using exemplar material – how can they gain 

the marks? Examiners’ reports are a useful 

source of information for this 

• Avoiding stress and negativity 

• Completing smaller chunks of revision –                           

complete 30 minute sessions throughout the 

day rather than hours at a time 

• Condensing knowledge down – use flashcards 

and mind maps 

• Putting phones away when revising! 



Key Stage 3 Maths  

 

What Year 7 and Year 8 have been up to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Shout Outs 

 

 

 

 

Students Work: 

 

 

 

Year Name Comment 

7 Gabby James Gabby has been producing some great work in her Maths lessons and answering 
some really challenging questions. 

7 Veronica Cybulska 
Iris Philips 

Excellent paired work calculating area and perimeter of shapes made with               
rectangles 

7 Daisy Markham 

Bethany O’Keefe 

Both students are always trying hard every lesson, without fail.  They ask for help 
when needed and do not give up - showing resilience and determination. 

8 Jake De Rechter Jake always makes sure he asks if he does not understand something and                 
consistently shows a positive attitude towards maths. 

Year 7 

Y7 are currently working on decimals and measures, 
looking at how to find areas of different shapes. This can 
be particularly useful when renovating houses. We 
would need to calculate areas of floors in order to             
calculate carpet size, or we could pay someone else to 
do it! 

Year 8 

Y8 are currently working on algebra 
skills - simplifying, expanding,      
factorising and solving. A lot of 
these skills are quite abstract in 
thinking but underpin a lot of how 
Maths works. 



Key Stage 4 Maths  

 

What Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11 have been up to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Shout Outs: 

 

 

 

 

Students Work: 

 

 

 

Year Name Comment 

10 James Easy James has shown determination to understand trigonometry and has made 
excellent progress over the course of the last few lessons. 

10 Taylor Dobson Has been a star student - helping others with the work on advanced                            

9 Maddie Crowshaw  

Ellie O’Gorman 

Both have been really committed to classwork, making good notes and                  
completing a range of challenging questions. 

10 Amelie Moore  

Lily-May Kerton 

Both students are working tremendously hard on their probability skills. They 
have produced outstanding Venn diagrams and tree diagrams and are able to 
find probabilities from these diagrams 

Year 9 

Some classes are working on             
fractions, ratios and proportion, 
and their real life applications in 
baking, map reading and general 
problem solving 

Year 10 

Some students are currently                    
working on probability of events, 
looking at different ways to                   
calculate the probability of an event 

Year 11 

Y11 are currently working on      
different skills that were                     
highlighted as areas to work on 
from their recent PPE 



Key Stage 5 Maths  

 

What Year 12 and Year 13 have been up to: 

[Topics and what they relate to in real life - maybe an interesting fact] 

  Year 12 Maths                                                                                  Year 12 Further Maths    

 

  

 

Year 13 Maths                         Year 13 Further Maths 

 

 

 

Pure Topics Statistics and Mechanics Core Pure Topics Further Mechanics Topics 

Factorising cubic expressions 
and solving cubic equations. 

Solving problems                     
involving constant                           
acceleration. 

  

Variance and standard 
deviation, which are 
measures of how data are 
spread out. These               
methods are widely used 
in fields of research. 

Solving systems of                  
equations using matrices. 

Matrices can be used to 
describe transformations 
in two and three                           
dimensions. Computer 
graphics artists use                       
matrices to control the 
motion of characters in 
video games and CGI 
films. 

Elastic potential energy 
and Hooke’s Law. 

Pure Topics Statistics and Mechanics 
Topics 

Core Pure Topics DecisionTopics 

Using secx, cosecx and 
cotx to prove                             
trigonometric functions 
and solve equations. 

Horizontal Projection 

Horizontal and Vertical 
Components 

Using hyperbolic and               
inverse hyperbolic                      
functions to prove                   
trigonometric identities 
and solve equations. 

Hyperbolic curves feature 
often in architectural 
modelling. 

Critical Path Analysis - Dummy 
Activities 

- Early and Late Event Times 

- Critical Activities 

- Activity Float 

- Gannt Charts 

Use trigonometric                  
functions to model                  
real-life functions. The 
strength of microwaves at 
different points within a 
microwave oven can be 
modelled using                           
trigonometric functions. 

Conditional Probability of 
Tree Diagrams 

Differentiating a range of 
hyperbolic and inverse 
hyperbolic functions. 

  



Student Shout Outs: 

 

Student’s Work: 

 

Year Name Comment 

12 Emily Barrett Has produced outstanding work in factorising a range of cubic 
expressions and solving these equations. Well done! 

12 Sam Cavanagh and Sam Leadbeater Both have performed exceptionally well in all their assessments 
this year. 

13 Lottie Reid and Ella Adams Excellent classwork on the current topic of hyperbolic                
functions. 

Year 7 News 

Earlier this week you received your child’s first interim report. As a year 7 team we have been very                   

impressed with the amount of positive comments the students have received from their teachers and we 

hope they are proud of their achievements so far. It is clear, on the whole, that Year 7 students are                        

motivated and committed to their studies across all of their subjects. 

During the students’ tutorial lessons next week, the students will be looking closely at their first interim 

report, reflecting on the comments they have received from their teachers and making personalised                     

targets to motivate them to continue achieving good results and hopefully make further improvements on 

their next interim report.  

If your child has received a significant amount of ‘requires improvement’ or ‘inadequate’ comments from 

their teachers, you and your child will be invited to a meeting with your child’s tutor and myself to discuss 

in more detail why they have received these comments and what support is needed to ensure more                     

positive comments are awarded on the next interim report.  

We have also had a couple of incidents this week which have been a result of students’ inappropriate use 

of social media. As a result of this, we are seeking your support and asking for you to please check your 

child’s social media use regularly, and have the appropriate conversations with them regarding the                    

content they are accessing. There are a number of students using WhatsApp and TikTok to communicate 

with their friends; however, it is important to make you aware that the minimum age requirement to use 

WhatsApp is 16 years, with TikTok requiring its users to be at least 13 years old. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Josh Grant 7F on his recent 
Baseball award. Josh was awarded 'Most Valued Player' of the season by his 
coach. He was given this award due to his leadership skills, and his improvements 
not only in baseball but his communication with his teammates.  

Well done Josh, we are all really proud of you! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the cast and crew of Treasure Island for putting on such a fabulous show this week. 
They have adapted and coped with lots of cast members being ill, and still delivered performances at 
three local Primary Schools (see below), and three performances at Chenderit. Thank you for all of your 
hard work and amazing performances and teamwork. – MTS Team. 

 



 



 




