
Headteacher’s Message 

 

It has been fabulous to have welcomed our new year 7 and new year 12 students to our school this week 

and to have welcomed back students in all other year groups.  

The start to the new term has been very calm and purposeful. We have enjoyed seeing students looking 

well-presented and eager to meet their new teachers. We have been  impressed that our students are 

ensuring that their new exercise books are as organised and as neat as possible – the very best exercise 

books, of course, will be a really useful revision tool for later in the year. Seeing students taking such 

pride in their work from the very start of the year, and having every intention of this year being even better 

than last year is really encouraging for us all.  

 

Over the summer we undertook a number of capital projects to improve our school.  

 

1. A major section of roof over our humanities and music teaching rooms is being re-roofed and is 

nearing completion.  This is the last area of our extensive flat roof that needed re-roofing and the 

work is the result of a successful funding bid. Once completed, our school roof will be watertight 

for years to come.   

2. Work is also due to complete this month on a new toilet block to provide additional facilities for                

students during our busy break times.  

3. We are delighted to have been able to replace many of our original external wooden doors with the 

latest aluminium thermal double door sets which are looking very smart and have afforded us              

improved security. 

Finally, I hope you were able to read my first letter of the year, emailed to you on Monday morning.  If you 
haven’t yet had the opportunity to read it, you can find it here. 

 It is with great sorrow that we 
have learned that Queen                   
Elizabeth II, the UK's                     
longest-reigning monarch, has 
died at the age of 96. Our 
thoughts are with The Royal 
Family who  will now enter a 
period of mourning.  

http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Newsletters/Ltr-ParentsCarers-01-09-2022.pdf


Mr Woodcock’s retirement 

 

 

 

Mr Woodcock joined Chenderit School in 

September 1986; Mr Woodcock handed back 

his huge set of keys on August 31
st
 2022. We 

will miss hearing them jangle in the corridors.  

Mr Woodcock has been an efficient and      

respected Head of Technology and Assistant 

Headteacher for many years. 

He has kindly donated a Rowan tree for the 

school community to enjoy for years to come.  

We wish Mr Woodcock well in his retirement 
adventures. He will be missed by all.  

KS3 Drama Club for Years 7 and 8:
Led and directed by Year 13 Drama and Theatre Students, Ms Hendriksen and Ms Jackson-Pate

Monday lunch-time in the Drama Studio

Sign-up Sheet on Drama Studio Door.

Rehearsals start Monday 12th September in the Drama Studio.

We will be exploring and staging extracts from ‘Our Teacher’s a Troll’ by Dennis Kelly.

KS3



Dear Parents and Carers of Year 7 students, 

 

As the Year 7 students approach the end of their first full week at Chenderit, I would like to take 

this opportunity to congratulate the students on an extremely successful start to their secondary 

school adventure. While, it has been a very busy first week, the students have coped                             

exceptionally well and are settling into the routines and expectations we have here at Chenderit.  

The Year 7 tutors and myself have been really pleased with the student’s enthusiasm to learn 

and the interest they are showing in all of their lessons. This has been evidenced by the                          

significant amount of Achievement Points that have already been awarded to Year 7 students by 

their teachers. With the Year group reaching 600 Achievements Points by the end of                       

Wednesday! This is amazing and the students should be really proud of themselves and the 

positive start they have made. 

As you are aware, the students begin every school day with a Personal Development lesson 

with their tutor. Because of this, the tutor will be your first point of contact. If you have given                    

permission to be contacted via InTouch you would have already received a welcome email from 

child tutors, introducing themselves and passing to you their contact details.  

Over the next couple of weeks during these PD lessons, the students will be looking at the 

theme ‘Democracy’. This will include the students learning about our School Council and for 

those that are interested in taking up a role of responsibility within our school community; they 

will have the opportunity to put themselves forward to be a representative on the School Council.  

You will remember during your child’s transition day they were given a ‘Transition Booklet’                     

containing tasks they were to complete over the summer break. The vast majority of students 

proudly handed this work to their tutor on the first day. Any child who for some reason was not 

able to hand this booklet in has been given another copy and we ask that they complete as 

much as possible and hand this to their tutor by Monday 12
th
 September. This work will not only 

help your child’s tutor get to know them more, but will also help your child with their Maths and 

English lessons. Teachers will be looking at these booklets over the next few weeks and                        

sending praise postcards home to those students who have produced amazing work! 

To support the students with the expectations and routines of secondary school, homework will 

be introduced gradually. Your child will have a copy of their Homework Timetable in their school 

organiser, detailing the days each subject will set homework, however, below details the dates 

each subject will start setting homework: 

5
th
 – 16

th
 September – Maths, English, Science only.  

19
th
 September – Addition of French and RS 

26
th
 September – Addition of Geography + History 

3
rd

 October – Addition of Art, Tech, Music 

10
th
 October – Addition of PSHE and Computing  

 

I would like to thank you for your support and I look forward to helping the students through the 

first year of their secondary education.  

Lindsey Cramb 

Head of Learning Y7 

 



NEWS FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT 
Congratulations to students: GCSE and A level Success 

Congratulations to all the art students who completed accredited courses last year. We were delighted 

with the results. At GCSE, 95% of our students secured a successful pass (a Grade 4 or higher) compared 

to a national pass rate figure of 81%. At Chenderit, 68% of the cohort achieved a Grade 6 or higher: a 

fabulous testimony to everyone’s hard work and commitment. At A level, students opted for Fine Art 

and Photography courses, with 38% of students achieving an A* or A grade, and 71% achieving A*, A or 

B grades. We were particularly delighted with the five A* grades at A level. These statistics alone are a 

cause for celebration, but what is more important is the individual success that these numbers                          

represent. Students worked really hard to secure these high grades and should be commended for their 

determination, effort and energy. Success should be judged on an individual basis, and it is important to 

recognise that lots of students absolutely smashed it, without necessarily making it into the very top 

grade. All students who have worked so hard deserve to be rightly proud of their achievements. 

As current Y11 and Y13 students will testify, completing an art course can be hard, and requires a high 

level of commitment. It can also provide a really rewarding sense of achievement, as well as a life-long 

passion, and we hope that our students are as proud of their results as we are. We wish them well on 

the next stage of their artistic careers, and look forward to seeing how their skills and ideas continue to 

flourish and grow.  

We hope that all students, both those who have finished their courses and those who are still engaged 

with them, recognise the direct link between effort and attainment. Current students in particular 

should remember that extra effort is always rewarded: the harder that students decide to work, the 

more successful they will be. We hope that all students want to be as successful as possible, so urge      

everyone to “aim high, work hard” and “be nice.” 

Exam board rules prevent practical work from being shared straight away, but scans of our A level work 

are primed and ready for an on-line exhibition on the Heseltine Gallery website. More details coming 

soon!  



The Heseltine Gallery 

There are many things that make Chenderit such a special place to be. One of these is our Heseltine                  

Gallery: a community art hub that celebrates the work of artists, craftspeople and designers, and that 

supports the cultural education of all Chenderit students. Having a gallery on our school site is                            

something that makes us special. Please remember that this is your space and that you are welcome to 

visit and explore each new exhibition. Details of exhibitions are published via school and on the                         

Heseltine Gallery website, www.theheseltinegallery.org.uk 

If you are a parent new to the school, or an existing parent who would be interested in supporting the 
work of the gallery either as a volunteer or as a member of our committee, please get in touch with Mr 
Christy via email tchristy@chenderit.net  We would love to hear from you! If supporting the gallery 
sounds good, but you are unable to commit any time or share your expertise, please consider becoming 
a friend of the Heseltine Gallery. An annual donation will help us support artists, art lovers and students 
of all ages, www.theheseltinegallery.org.uk/friend 
Matisse: Drawing with Scissors 

Opening on Monday is the latest exhibition at The Heseltine Gallery, and one that we have all been very 

excited to see. MATISSE Drawing With Scissors is a Hayward Gallery Touring exhibition featuring 35 

prints of spectacular cut-outs produced by Matisse in the last four years of his life. The cut-outs include 

some of his most colourful and iconic images, such as The Snail and the Blue Nudes. The lithographic 

prints in this exhibition are taken from a special double issue of Verve, a review of art and literature, 

which was planned during his lifetime and published after his death in 1954. Matisse was one of the 20th 

century's most influential artists, who developed his own style of art using brilliant, pure colours. Early in 

his career, his unconventional use of colour led to him and his colleagues being called the Fauves (wild 

beasts). He continued creating highly original works into his eighties and the cut-outs he made at the 

end of his career were his final triumph. ‘There is no gap between my earlier pictures and my cut-outs’, 

Matisse wrote; ‘I have only reached a form reduced to the essential through greater absoluteness and 

greater abstraction’. 

It would be great if as many people as possible came to visit our Matisse exhibition, so please pop in and 

see for yourself the work exhibited. The exhibition is open from 12 September until 23 October 2022. 

Opening hours are from 10am to 4pm, Sunday to Friday (closed Saturdays). Admission is free. Full details 

on the gallery website. 

Welcome to New Students 

Finally, a warm Chenderit welcome to all our new students. Already this week, it has been great to meet 

so many enthusiastic and dedicated artists and we look forward to working with these young people 

over the coming months and years. Our mission is to enable each student to become an artist in their 

own right, and to be the best version of themselves possible, and we are determined to do all we can to 

help achieve that. It doesn’t happen by chance though, and we need each student to always do their 

best. Hard work is always rewarded. 

Already, students in Year Seven have been given their new Chenderit sketchbooks. These will document 

the progress that students make and will last until the end of Year Eight. Sketchbooks contain lots of                  

important information and advice, and sometimes there is so much going on that all this good stuff is 

easy to overlook. For the benefit of interested parents, the following document is presented at the                  

beginning of every Year 7 student’s sketchbook. There’s lots of key information here to think about! 

mailto:tchristy@chenderit.net


 



Science 

 

Warm and heartfelt congratulations to all the GCSE and A level students who did incredibly well 

in their summer examinations! They are a credit to themselves and should be rightly proud of 

everything they achieved. The A level students did especially well, considering this was the first 

year they had ever sat external exams and in addition had their year 11 and year 12 significantly 

disrupted. We wish all the students every bit of good luck that they deserve as they move                    

onward from Chenderit. It is wonderful to see such a lot of our year 11 students returning for 6
th
 

form and choosing to take a science A-level. We wish them every success over the next couple 

of years as they take on the challenges that studying for A-levels will present. 

I’d like to welcome back all our wonderful students to the Science department to begin what will 

be another very successful academic year. From year 7 to year 13, our students have returned 

with a fantastic attitude and approach to their work. They have really got stuck into their science 

learning already which is brilliant to see and hear.  

I am really happy to say we have four new staff members in the department and I want to this 

opportunity to introduce them to you. 

Firstly, I’d like to introduce you to Dr Jack Craddock who has moved into the area after                          

completing a PhD at the University of Southampton in molecular biology. 'Hello, I'm Dr 

Craddock, and I teach Science. I grew up on the Isle of Wight and have lived in Southampton for 

the past few years, so it's quite a culture shock suddenly being so far from the sea! I'm excited 

for the year ahead and looking forward to getting to know everybody and becoming part of the 

Chenderit community.' 

We also have Mr Nick Marshall who grew up in Middleton Cheney and attended Chenderit 

School. Mr Marshall has had different life experiences from being a graphic designer to a police 

officer. He decided to retrain at the age of 30 completing his degree in natural sciences 

(Chemistry) whilst working as a teaching assistant at a local primary school. He spent his                     

teacher training years at Harris Academy in Rugby and has decided to go back to his roots and 

join Chenderit. He absolutely loves science and often spends his free time watching                                  

documentaries or reading books by authors such as Brian Cox. His aim, goal and vision is to                    

facilitate the student’s learning adventure, by aiming high, working hard and being nice.  

Next, we have Mrs Heather Dawes who joined us at the end of June from a career in Law after 

studying Chemistry at the University of Oxford. ‘Hi, I'm Heather Dawes and I am excited to be 

part of the science team at Chenderit. Prior to teaching I completed my Masters in Chemistry at 

Oxford University, and then went on to train and work as a solicitor. As a solicitor my specialism 

was intellectual property law with a strong focus on patent litigation. I am now looking forward to 

getting back to pure Chemistry and inspiring some future Scientists’. 

Lastly, we would like to warmly welcome a very experienced teacher in Mr Simon Hanna who 
has joined us from Caroline Chisolm School in Northampton. ‘Hi all, I have filled many different 
roles within schools since I started teaching, including Head of Department, Head of Year and I 
have been a member of the senior leadership team. I love working with young people and                    
helping them to achieve their full potential and have found this to be the most rewarding of                 
careers and a good outlet for my bad jokes. I have many interests outside of teaching including, 
science fiction, fast cars, gardening and usefully DIY building. 



The rest of the team are excited to be working with our wonderful new staff members and are 

looking forward to showing them what a fantastic school we work at and how brilliant our                    

students are. 

Practical work has started in earnest this week for classes 

and I would like to praise the students in my year 11 class for 

doing so well in working out the best way to get results and 

obtain meaningful data. Despite a few initial setbacks the                   

students persevered and were resourceful in their approach 

to this core practical. Particular praise goes to Nina                       

Alkayali, Rebecca March, Oliver Randall, Eden Boote, 

Harry Swain, Maryam Saeed, Lilli Thomas, Atlanta                    

Halkett, Charlie Mullins-Blythe and Rebecca Wilkins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A couple of other notices for your attention. 

• Year 9 students should have received a letter for our annual visit to the Think Tank                          

Museum in Birmingham which this year takes place on Tuesday 20
th
 September. The                    

turnaround for permission and payment is quite quick, being the end of next week – Friday 

16
th
 September so please keep a look out for this and get it back to us as ASAP. It is a 

whole year trip run jointly with PE which students enjoy immensely as well as learning the                      

Science behind some sporting activities. 

• We are going to expand our LEGO stem club on a Thursday after school to year 7 – 9            

students and also re-brand it to call it STEM club which stands for Science, Technology 

Engineering, and Maths. We are planning lots of fun and interesting activities that go                  

beyond the science curriculum for students to enjoy like, dissections and programming                 

robots. There will still be some LEGO building and programming sometimes, but we                   

wanted to broaden our provision and are very much looking forward to welcoming any                  

students who want to come along. It will start on Thursday 15
th
 September from 3-4.30pm 

in room 22. 

We had a wonderfully ‘normal’ year last year, with lots of cause for celebration and I am very 

much looking forward to that again for this one. 

Best wishes 

Dr Haycock 



Welcome back 

Our students have settled well into their lessons and we are thrilled to see so many students engaged 
with their learning. Here is a snapshot of what students are learning this term: 

Y7- Origins of Stories- Greek myths and legends 

Y8- Men and women- Twelfth Night  

Y9- Power and conflict: Macbeth 

Y10- A Christmas Carol 

Y11- An Inspector Calls 

Students in Y10 and Y11 would benefit from having their own copies of the set texts to annotate.  

 

 

Our book club launches on Tuesday 20th September and students will be                 
shadowing the CILIP Carnegie book awards. Please speak with Mr Hillman or Miss 
Ellaway if you would like more information or have a look at the posters.   

 

 

Wider reading 

 

Students have a wider reading list at the backs of their English booklets. If you child is striving for the 
highest grades or want to know more about a particular topic we recommend they have a look at the 
links and suggested titles.  

 

Y11 would benefit from watching ‘An Inspector 
Calls’ and the 1997 film Titanic to support with historical context understanding. 

 

 

 

The English Department 



Massolit is an online platform. Academics have created lectures on a variety of Literature. 

6th formers and KS4 students should continue to use Massolit to develop their understanding of studied 
texts.  If students have log in difficulties they should use their Chenderit google email address and select 
‘forgotten password’. They will then be sent a 
new password.  

Roald Dahl Day                                           

Do we have any budding writers in KS3?  

We are launching a competition next week to celebrate 
Roald Dahl Day. Students will be asked to draw and write 
a poem about a fictional teacher. 

All entries will be entered into a school wide competition 
and winning entries from each tutor group will be entered 
into the national competition. More information will be 
shared by English teachers next week. Get involved!              
Certificates will be awarded in assembly.  



English KIT stars of the week 

 

 

Year group Name Reason 

Y7 Bram Tranter, Archie Hawkins, 
Sammy McGlamery, Poppy         
Benger, Joshua Culwick, 

Brilliant enthusiasm for the beginning of 
English and fantastic work produced. 

Y9 Rhys Tracey, Bobby Gosling, Keira 
Brenchley, and Georgia Shirrin-
Jones 

  

Harriet Blake, Alexie Critchley, 
Grace Lilley, Jessica North, John 
Norris, Sam Sellick and Lilly 
Whitton 

  

Kindness and politeness in tutor time - a 
model to the rest of the form! 

  

  

Extremely detailed and well informed                  
responses to whole group discussions. 

Y10 All of 10A/En4 Beginning the challenge of GCSE learning 
with proactivity and enthusiasm 

Y11 Hattie Radcliffe 

  

  

All of 11b2 

  

  

  

  

Lola Rodhouse 

Harry P Morgan 

Grace Mountford 

Izzy Timms 

Charlie Cubitt-O’Neil 

Reading aloud the part of Sheila with                  
expression and fluency 

  

Focus and attitude in lessons 

  

  

  

  

Contributing voluntarily from the very first 
lesson of Year Eleven. Approaching Year 
Eleven with the same integrity, commitment 
and enthusiasm with which they left off in 
Y10. Well done, and thank you! 

Y12 All of 12/Li1 Great start to a complex text and                             
enthusiasm about starting their A Levels. 

Y13 Poppy Williams; Mubashir 
Hussain 

  

  

Vishnu Kalia, Ella Shenton 

Crafting a detailed essay under timed                   
conditions to show off knowledge of “The 
Handmaid’s Tale.” 

  

Wonderfully thoughtful work when                     
discussing historical contexts for women’s 
war poetry - an excellent start to a new    
topic. 



Maths 

Isaac Newton 
One of the most brilliant scientists of all time, Newton advanced every area of mathematics he 

studied. His work on calculus is the bedrock of physics and engineering. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Some inspiration to get the year started 

Highlights of students hard work and rewards 

To start the year off I would like to highlight some outstanding success from our GCSE results over 

the summer. Our students worked extremely hard in year 11, following advice, focussing on key 

topics, turning up to revision sessions and generally showing an all round positive attitude in                  

uncertain times. 

1642 1642 1661 1665 

According to the  
Julian Calendar, 

Newton was born on 
Christmas Day, at 

Woolsthorpe Manor, 
Lincolnshire. 

His family were 
farmers. 

Newton’s father 
died three months 

before he was born 
and his mother  

remarried leaving 
him to be raised by 
his grandparents. 

Newton went up to 
Trinity College, 
Cambridge, to 
study law. He 

worked as a vale to 
fund his studies. 

Plague rampaged 
through Cambridge, 
so Newton returned 

to Woolsthorpe 
where he spent two 

years pondering   
calculus, optics, 

planetary motion, 
and gravity. 

1668 ~1675 1696 1727 

Newton was made a 
fellow of Trinity   

College, Cambridge, 
and in 1668 he   

succeeded Isaac 
Barrow as the    

prestigious Lucasian 
Professor of     
Mathematics 

Newton developed 
the theory of calculus 
at around the same 

time as Gottfried 
Leibniz, leading to a 

dispute over who had 
actually discovered 

it. 

His genius was    
recognised in his  

lifetime and he was 
appointed to a            

number of                 
prestigious positions 
including Master of 

the Royal Mint. 

Newton died in his 
sleep on March 31st 

in Kensington,              
London, His body 

was buried at                 
Westminster Abbey. 

Facts and Figures 

He was knighted by Queen Anne in 1705, the second 
scientist to receive the honour. 

Newton served two years as Member of Parliament for 
Cambridge University. 

He spent twenty four years as president of the Royal                   
Society. 

In 1687, his seminal work Philosophiae Naturalis Principia 
Mathematica was published. 

A Puzzle 

ABCD x E = DCBA 

Replace letters with digits and have the answer be true. A,B,C,D and E are all different digits. To check your answer, see Mr Huckin in Room 82. 



I would like to mention a couple of students for specific praise. Some of these students have shown outstanding                       

determination in improving their grade. 

 

 Oliver Poole 

Oliver had an outstanding attitude throughout last year. He would not only work hard on his questions but also support 

others around him in each lesson. He would attend any extra sessions he could, always with a positive mindset and his                   

progress in year 11 was outstanding. Oliver improved by 2 grades in year 11 which is a tremendous achievement. He is now 

motivated to move on to A-Level Maths which I am sure he will be successful in. 

 

 Olivia Byrda 

Olivia was working on foundation papers in year 10, in year 11 she was really showing outstanding progress. After some 

positive results in her foundation papers we transferred her to the higher tier. Olivia spent a lot of time revising key topics. 

She moved on to a grade 6 by February but was still determined to push further. By the end of the year Olivia successfully 

gained a grade 7, this was outstanding progress over the course of the year,. Well done Olivia. 

 

 Samuel Cavanagh, Sam Leadbeater (and all the Additional Maths students) 

This year was the first year we were able to enter students into the official Additional Maths paper.  Students took the 
Additional Maths paper (whilst also completing the GCSE Maths). This paper consists of 100 marks of A-Level style                   
questions. Students would attend extra Tuesday sessions in order to learn the new content. I was impressed with the          
students' determination and enthusiasm, good results at the end, particular praise to both Samuel Cavangh and Sam 
Leadbeater who achieved a grade A in the course (the highest grade), well done. 

 

 Mia Wareing and Max Collins 

Both of these students worked on the Foundation Paper and at the beginning of Year 11 and were nervous about                  
achieving a Grade 4. However their attitude and perseverance, alongside regularly attending the math’s morning sessions, 
means that these students built their confidence and achieved their Grade 4, a grade well deserved by both of you. 

 

Resources to have a look at 
Maths Watch https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/ 

This is a fantastic resource where students can watch videos and complete self-marking questions to practise their 

skills. 

For Year 11 they even have past papers so you can start your revision whenever you want. Year 7 will receive a 

login for this later in the year. 

 

Active Learn https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home 

Developed by Pearson Edexcel, this is mapped directly to our Scheme of Work and our Exam Board, a good way to                    

practise knowing that it will cover exactly what you need. 

Year 7 will receive a login for this later in the year. 

 
Corbett Maths https://corbettmaths.com/ 

Explanations from a math's Teacher with the opportunity to practise via worksheets afterwards (there's even worked 

solutions). Corbett Maths covers all basic skills in KS3 and the majority of the KS4 curriculum. 

Corbett Maths 5 a Day is a brilliant way to practise your skills whatever your lesson or level. 

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home
https://corbettmaths.com/




Design and Technology Department 

Welcome to a new term and a new subject for our Year 7 students. Design and Technology gives young people the skills 

and abilities to engage positively with the designed and made world and to harness the benefits of technology. They learn 

how products and systems are designed and manufactured, how to be innovative and to make creative use of a variety of 

resources including digital technologies, to improve the world around them. Design and Technology is a logical, creative 

and practical subject. It enables young people to actively contribute to the creativity, culture and wellbeing of themselves 

and their community. It teaches students how to take risks and so become more resourceful, innovative, enterprising and 

capable. Students develop a critical understanding of the impact of design and technology on daily life and the wider 

world. Additionally, it provides an excellent opportunity for students to develop and apply value judgements of an                        

aesthetic, economic, moral, social and technical nature both in their own designing and when evaluating the work of                         

others. In Year 7 students will rotate around four different subject modules, spending about ten weeks in each subject.  

 

 
 

Design and Technology also encompasses Food and Nutrition. As part of their work with food, students will be taught 

how to cook and apply the principles of nutrition and healthy eating. Instilling a love of cooking  will open the door to 

longer life chances and enhance wellbeing. Learning how to cook is a crucial life skill that enables students to feed                       

themselves and others affordably and well, now and in later life. When your child starts their Food and Nutrition rotation, 

parents and carers will be sent a recipe book and the dates for each practical lesson. We hope you enjoy sampling the 

dishes made by the students.  

Students in Year 7 always come up with new and inventive ideas and relish the challenges we present to them. We look 

forward to sharing their progress with you over the coming year. 

 

                                                

 

Module 
  

Topic and skills 

Food and Nutrition – cook with confidence Preparation and use of a variety of fruits and vegetables  - basic 
knife skills, rubbing in method, coating, melting method and basic 
bread dough. To understand how to stay safe when cooking and 
how to make healthier food choices. 
  

Electronics and Graphics Design and make a high quality personal nightlight which                               
incorporates the soldering, drilling and mould making. 
  

Product Design Design and make a high quality 3/5 layer ball bearing puzzle using a 
variety of resistant materials including MDF and clear acrylic                       
Perspex. 
  

Textiles How to design and make an apron to include designing, making a 
pattern template and construction techniques. Students will                         
appreciate the need to reuse and mend textile products. 
  



TREASURE
ISLAND

CHENDERIT SCHOOL’S 

Would like to invite you to come aboard and set sail with 
our upcoming touring pantomime production of:

Auditions will be taking place in the first
week of the new school year on
Thursday 8th September – 3-4.30 in the lecture
theatre.

We will be working towards performance dates
in December 2022.

We pride ourselves on being an inclusive and
welcoming group, who have students involved
from Years 7 through to Year 13.

Please come along to express your interest and
find out more information. MTS welcomes all
students who want to take part – whether this
is an acting//dancing role or back-stage role,
such as lighting or set design.

Please email/speak to the Performing Arts
Team if you have any questions.

MUSICAL THEATRE SOCIETY



Dear Parent/Carer, 

RE: GCSE Drama students’ access to the National Theatre collection 

We are very fortunate that the prestigious National Theatre has provided a collection of 30                

productions that we are able to share with your child , using our username and password:  

• https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/series/national-theatre-collection-iid-190464 (use 

‘access log in’) 

• Username: chenderitdrama 

• Password: Chenderit1 

We are permitted to share the login with our colleagues and students and the login will allow          

unlimited concurrent access. However, the National Theatre has made it very clear that “under 

no circumstances shall the login be shared outside of the school community. If abnormal 

usage is detected then this may result in access being revoked.’’ 

The National Theatre Collection is a wonderful resource, certainly for both Drama and English 

students. There is a rich array or literary classics, Greek tragedies, and more contemporary play

-texts too. Unfortunately, we cannot share singular, specific titles presently, and to ensure that 

our young people are safeguarded and protected, we thought it best to share the access details 

with you: there is a broad range of age-recommendations for the listed productions and you will 

be able to decide what is appropriate for your child to view at home.  

We hope this means that your child can have safe access to these productions, which will                    

support their studies.  In terms of the drama curriculum, we use NT Collection regularly, and are 

able to monitor access and set age-appropriate texts to support studies. In our current                     

circumstances, we ask that where students are asked to access the NT Collection, they do so 

sensibly and with parental oversight. 

Given that theatres were shut at times during the last 2 year, we feel that this will fill the gap for 

students to watch examples of excellence. 

 

PRODUCTION NT AGE RECOMMOMEN-
DATION 

Brief Info from NT 

Antigone 
(A Greek                 
Tragedy) 

Age recommendation: 15+ 
(some strong, bloody              
images) 

Polly Findlay’s electric 2012 production brings 
Sophocles’ tragedy into the modern world as a 
gripping political thriller. Adapted by Don Taylor 
with a cast including Jodie Whittaker and                
Christopher Eccleston. 

★★★★★ ‘Makes clear the continuing                      
relevance of Sophocles’s play’ Financial 
Times 

Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof 

Age recommendation: 15+ 
(contains nudity) 

Sienna Miller stars alongside Jack O’Connell 
and Colm Meaney in Tennessee Williams’                  
searing, poetic story of a family’s fight for                     
survival directed by Benedict Andrews. 

★★★★ 'A bold reimagining…innovative and 
powerfully acted’ Sunday Times 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/series/national-theatre-collection-iid-190464


 

The Cherry     
Orchard 

12+ Set at the very start of the twentieth century, 
Andrew Upton’s new version of Chekhov’s                       
classic captures a poignant moment in Russia's 
history as the country rolls inexorably towards 
1917. 

★★★★ ‘Beautifully skewed, melancholic and 
haunting.’ The Stage 

Consent Age recommendation: 15+ 
(references to rape) 

Nina Raine’s powerful, painful, funny play which 
sifts the evidence from every side and puts                   
justice herself in the dock. 

★★★★★ 'There is so much going on                  
here – it’s sometimes hard to breathe.’ 
Guardian 

Dara 12+ Originally performed at the Ajoka Theatre in              
Pakistan, Shahid Nadeem’s epic tale of the                    
dispute that shaped modern-day India and                    
Pakistan is brought to life in Nadia Fall’s                           
stunning production. 

★★★★ ‘Nadeem’s writing has a subtle, wise 
and deeply felt approach’ Financial Times 

The Deep Blue 
Sea 

Age recommendation: 12+ 
(contains references to                 
suicide) 

Starring Helen McCrory and directed by Carrie 
Cracknell, Terence Rattigan’s devastating                     
masterpiece contains one of the greatest female 
roles in contemporary drama. 

★★★★★ ‘Stunning. Exquisitely sad.                    
Beautifully judged.’ Time Out 

Frankenstein (2 
films) 

Age recommendation: 15+ 
(contains nudity and one 
scene of sexual violence) 

Benedict Cumberbatch and Jonny Lee Mil-
ler each play Victor Frankenstein and his                     
creation in these two performances of Danny 
Boyle's smash-hit production. Written by Mary 
Shelley and adapted by Nick Dear. 

★★★★★ 'A monster hit' The Times 
Jane Eyre Age recommendation: 12+ 

(occasional swearing) 
First staged at the Bristol Old Vic and devised 
by the Company, Sally Cookson's adaptation of 
Charlotte Brontë's classic novel is a vivid and 
breathtaking spectacle. 

★★★★★ ‘Aflame with passion. A picture of 
exultant feminism.’ The Observer 

Les Blancs Age recommendation: 15+ 
(contains mature themes 
and references to racism) 

Written 11 years after A Raisin in the Sun,                      
Lorraine Hansberry’s final drama is an unknown 
masterpiece of the American stage. This                        
theatrical search for the soul of post-colonial 
Africa features Danny Sapani as Tshembe. 

★★★★★ ‘An exquisite production’ The Daily 
Telegraph 

London                      
Assurance 

Age recommendation: 12+ Nicholas Hytner directs Simon Russell Beale 
and Fiona Shaw in this new version of Dion 
Boucicault’s classic comedy about life, love and 
mistaken identity in 19th Century London. 

★★★★★ ‘An absolute corker of a                              
production’ Daily Telegraph 

Medea Age recommendation: 12+ Helen McCrory takes the title role in Euripides’ 
powerful tragedy, in a new version by Ben                        
Power, directed by Carrie Cracknell, with music 
written by Will Gregory and Alison Goldfrapp. 

★★★★★ ‘Extraordinary. Helen McCrory                 
ascends to greatness’ The Sunday Times 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/frankenstein-benedict-cumberbatch-nt-iid-190505
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/frankenstein-jonny-lee-miller-nt-iid-190507
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/frankenstein-jonny-lee-miller-nt-iid-190507


 
One Man, Two 
Guvnors 

Age recommendation: 12+ Tony Award-winning James Corden plays                 
Francis Henshall in the hilarious West End and 
Broadway hit. Written by Richard Bean and                 
directed by Nicholas Hytner, the play is an                 
update of Goldoni’s classic farce A Servant of 
Two Masters. 

★★★★★ ‘The funniest show on the planet’ 
The Daily Mail 

Peter Pan Age recommendation: 7+ A delight for children and adults alike, Sally 
Cookson directs this wondrously inventive                   
devised production of JM Barrie’s classic.                 
Originally staged at the Bristol Old Vic theatre. 
★★★★★ ‘A dazzling production’ Radio 
Times 

She Stoops to 
Conquer 

Age recommendation: 12+ One of the great, generous-hearted and                       
ingenious comedies of the English language, 
Oliver Goldsmith's play offers a celebration of 
chaos, courtship and the dysfunctional family. 
Directed by Jamie Lloyd with a cast including 
Cush Jumbo and Katherine Kelly. 

★★★★★ 'Joyous stuff' The Evening                  
Standard 

Small Island Age recommendation: 15+ 
(strong language and racist 
terms) 

Andrea Levy’s Orange Prize-winning novel 
brought to life in an epic theatre adaptation 
which embarks on a journey from Jamaica to 
Britain, through the Second World War to 1948 
– the year the HMT Empire Windrush docked at 
Tilbury. 

★★★★★ 'One of the most important plays of 
the year. Superb production.’ The Guardian 

A Streetcar 
Named Desire 

Age recommendation: 12+ An adaptation of Tennessee Williams’ timeless 
masterpiece directed by Benedict Andrews and 
starring Gillian Anderson, Ben Foster and 
Vanessa Kirby. 

★★★★★ 'An absolute knock-out. Raw,                   
emotional and deeply unsettling.’ The Daily 
Telegraph 

Translations Age recommendation: 12+ Brian Friel’s modern classic directed by Ian 
Rickson is a powerful account of nationhood, 
which sees the turbulent relationship between 
England and Ireland play out in one quiet                     
community. 

★★★★★ 'A flawless production. A culture-
clash masterpiece’ Guardian 

Treasure Island Age recommendation: 9+ Robert Louis Stevenson's classic adventure of 
mutiny, money and murder is brought to life on 
the Olivier stage in a thrilling new adaptation by 
Bryony Lavery. 

★★★★ ‘Astonishing. A remarkable take on 
Stevenson’s classic.’ The Observer 

Wonder.land Age recommendation: 9+ Inspired by Lewis Carroll’s tale of Alice, and 
supported by stunning sets, costumes, video 
projection, lighting, and a score by Blur’s Damon 
Albarn, this is a coming-of-age adventure for the 
online generation. 

★★★★ 'Extraordinary visual flair’ Daily                  
Telegraph 

Yerma Age recommendation: 15+ 
(very strong language and 
sexual references) 

Billie Piper won an Olivier Best Actress award 
for her performance in Simon Stone’s radical 
production of Lorca’s achingly powerful                          
masterpiece. 

★★★★★ ‘A shatteringly powerful reinvention 
of a familiar classic’ The Independent 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope you enjoy this wonderful resource.  

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs M Jackson-Pate 

Head of Drama 

Coriolanus Age recommendation: 12+ Shakespeare’s searing tragedy features an 
award-winning performance from Tom                           
Hiddleston in the title role, directed by the 
Donmar's former Artistic Director Josie Rourke. 

★★★★ 'A fast, witty, intelligent production’ 
The Guardian 

Hamlet Age recommendation: 12+ Rory Kinnear delivers an award-winning                         
performance in this dynamic production of 
Shakespeare’s complex and profound play,                    
directed by Nicholas Hytner. 

★★★★★ ‘Tremendous. Rory Kinnear’s                   
performance is superb’ The Times 

Julius Caesar Age recommendation: 12+ In Nicholas Hytner’s production, Ben Whishaw 
and Michelle Fairley play Brutus and Cassius, 
David Calder plays Caesar and David Morrissey 
is Mark Antony. 

★★★★ ‘Visceral and politically urgent' The 
Guardian 

King Lear Age recommendation: 12+ The acclaimed Donmar Warehouse production 
of Shakespeare’s harrowing tragedy, starring Sir 
Derek Jacobi and directed by Tony Award                 
winning Michael Grandage. 

★★★★★ ‘The finest and most searching 
Lear I have ever seen.’ The Telegraph 

Macbeth Age recommendation: 12+ First performed as part of the National Theatre’s 
series of Shakespeare for younger audiences, 
Justin Audibert and the Company create a bold 
contemporary retelling of this dark play. 

Othello Age recommendation: 12+ This acclaimed production, directed by Nicholas 
Hytner, was nominated for Best Revival at the 
2013 Olivier Awards. Adrian Lester and Rory 
Kinnear jointly won the Evening Standard Best 
Actor Award for their performances in the iconic 
roles of Othello and Iago. 

★★★★★ 'Witty, agile, lucid and deeply felt’ 
The Daily Telegraph 

Romeo and       
Juliet 

Age recommendation: 8+ Adapted by Ben Power, Bijan Sheibani's thrilling 
production of Shakespeare's classic story brings 
the greatest love story of all time alive for a new 
generation. 

★★★★★ ‘Thrilling, colourful, engaging and 
fun’ South London Press 

Twelfth Night Age recommendation: 12+ Simon Godwin directs this joyous new                             
production with Tamsin Greig as a transformed 
Malvolia, in a new twist on Shakespeare’s                      
classic comedy of mistaken identity. 

★★★★★ ‘Fabulously funny, dazzling and 
finely tuned’ The Radio Times 

The Winters 
Tale 

Age recommendation: 8+ This exciting new version is the perfect                              
introduction to Shakespeare for younger                         
audiences: using colour, song and puppetry to 
tell this magical tale. 



DRAMA 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
On Tuesday 18th October 2022 there will be an educational trip to the Criterion Theatre in London for an evening                               
performance ‘2:22 A Ghost Story’. This is a hugely popular production with storming reviews, with renowned stars such as 
Tom Felton and Lilly Allen starring in performances this year, and the autumn cast soon to be announced. The production is 
for students ages 14+, as advised by the theatre company, with further details including trigger warnings provided via the 
following link: https://222aghoststory.com/ 
 
This award-winning supernatural thriller continues its phenomenal West End run – now playing to packed houses at the                        
Criterion Theatre, Piccadilly, starring Tom Felton, Mandip Gill, Beatriz Rommilly and Sam Swainsbury.  Following two                          
record-breaking seasons at the Noel Coward and Gielgud Theatres, this critically acclaimed new play has become London ’s 
must-see theatre event.  2:22 – A Ghost Story is written by award-winning writer Danny Robins, creator of the hit BBC podcast 
The Battersea Poltergeist, and is directed by Matthew Dunster.  Look out for clues to unlock the mystery in this brilliantly funny 
and intriguing play; it’s an adrenaline-filled night where secrets emerge and ghosts may or may not appear.  What do you                     
believe?  And do you dare discover the truth? 
       222aghoststory.com   
 
This educational visit will be offered to students who are studying drama or are involved in MTS in years 9-13, ages 14 and 
above by the date of the performance. Attendance for drama students will be prioritised first as they can use this live theatre 
production for the written exam component and it will be an exemplary performance for them to take influence from for 
their own devised theatre performances.  
 
The cost of the theatre ticket and travel is £31.00 and payment must be received, together with the consent slip, by Friday 9 th 
September at the very latest. If there are not enough tickets sold within this timeframe,  the visit may not be viable. Our                  
preferred payment method is now online, via ParentPay. This can be accessed through the school website or directly at 
www.parentpay.com. Please contact The Finance Office if you need a ParentPay password or assistance. All visit payment 
records, instalment payments, and running balances can now be tracked online. (Cash and cheques will also be accepted). 
 
We will be travelling by Cheney Coach and will be departing from school at 4.30pm prompt.  Please arrive at school 10 
minutes prior to be fully registered. 
 
The performance will start at 7.30pm with the running time being 2 hours, including an interval. We estimate our return time 
to school to be roughly 11.30pm, although this will depend on traffic. We advise students to have their mobile phones in 
bags, where staff can provide permission on the way home for students to text an accurate estimated time of arrival. 
 
Due to the time of the performance, students will be expected to eat prior to the excursion but are welcome to bring snacks 
which they will be able to eat at the venue. All students are expected to wear school uniform in accordance with the school 
policy. 
 
If there are any special requirements, can you please notify us as soon as possible. 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Ms M Jackson-Pate     
Head of Drama   
BA (Hons), PGCE, MA Ed, NPQSL 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

REPLY SLIP –  
 
I/we give permission for (student’s name) __________________________Tutor Group ____ 
to attend the performance at the Criterion Theatre in London 
 
Paying by ParentPay  0           Paying by cash/cheque  0 
 
Signed __________________________________ (Parent/Carer) Date _______________ 
     

https://222aghoststory.com/
















Year 8 

 

I am delighted to introduce myself as the new Head of Learning of Year 8. I have a 

great team of tutors to help Year 8 make the most of the year: Ms Piggott (8A), Mr 

Huckin (8B), Dr Craddock (8C), Ms Bailey and Ms Dawes (8D), Mr Oliver (8E) and 

Mr Gowers (8F). Many thanks to Mrs Cramb for helping the year group make such 

an excellent start to their Chenderit careers!  We have a busy year ahead of us, 

with many exciting school trips, extracurricular activities and other opportunities. 

Please get in touch if you have any questions or concerns.  

 

Mr Macrory  

Head of Y8 & Teacher of History 

 



 



 



 

 

NEWSPAPERS 

If anyone has any old newspapers lying about, we would be very grateful of them 

here at Chenderit for a Design Project this term. 

Please feel free to drop any off at reception. 

Many thanks, 

Michelle Jackson-Pate 

Head of Drama 



Careers 

Welcome back to another school year and a warm welcome to our new students and families.  

I would like to introduce myself as the Careers and Learning Resources Coordinator. I oversee the careers programme offered 

here at Chenderit and am responsible for our Learning Resource Centre.  

We introduce the idea of ‘careers’ and ‘careers journeys’ early on in our students’ education at Chenderit School to ensure we 

are able to help widen their horizons, develop skills they need, not only in the world of work but in everyday life and                          

ultimately, make knowledgeable and informed decisions and choices about their futures. It is never too early to consider your 

next steps!  

Below you can find our overall timelines for each Key Stage that our students will be following this year. Each half term I will 

send out a more comprehensive version and this half term’s programme will be sent out next week – please keep an eye out.  



 










