
Headteacher’s Message 

Happy New Year! 

Our term began with mass testing on Wednesday and 

Thursday of last week for our 1,100 students - it meant lots 

of waiting around for students, but they seemed so pleased 

to be back at school with their friends and staff that we had 

a superb atmosphere in our sports hall, in spite of the                   

inevitable need to queue! I am very thankful for our                          

wonderful school community – for the support staff, governors and volunteers who ran the testing                       

operation seamlessly, for the teaching staff who ran hybrid lessons as we settled students back into their 

school routines, for the students who were prepared to put up with yet more testing, mostly without                      

complaint!, and for those parents who ensured their children undertook lateral flow tests at home prior to 

getting on public transport and coming back to school. After two days of testing we had just three positive 

lateral flow test results which we were able to deal with swiftly.  

This week, students have settled into their usual school routines and everyone seems to have a positive 

and optimistic outlook. Our students are wearing their face coverings and complying with the hand                    

sanitising and cleaning regimes we have in school. Despite open windows and cold classrooms and                    

corridors, there is an understanding across our school community that this is for all of our benefit. We 

hope our case numbers remain low in the weeks ahead but we know that everyone will do their utmost to 

behave responsibly to help mitigate any risk.   

Year 12 students have been sitting their pre-public exams this week and have shown themselves to be 

very conscientious, with the distinct intention of doing well in these examinations. Y11 and Sixth Form 

Health and Social Care students have been sitting their public exams and we hope they are going as well 

as can be expected – our students have worked hard and deserve success. Yesterday, we received our 

GCSE English and maths results from the November series of exams. I am pleased to report that 100% 

of GCSE English students passed and a good number of GCSE maths students passed too.                        

Congratulations to all.  

I wish everyone a restful weekend.  
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Weekly Message 

Dear Parents and Carers 

This week saw our Year 12 students begin their PPEs, 

and it has been fantastic to speak to our students in 

tutor time and hear how they have been revising to 

make the most of this opportunity. These PPEs allow 

our students the key opportunity to show the progress 

they have made this year and also allow us as a staff 

body to support students in their studies. With their 

clear dedication to preparation and revision over the 

past few weeks, I am sure that we will have some 

great success stories for each of our students once the 

PPE grades are published! A huge congratulations to 

our Year 13 students for their hard work in their PPEs 

prior to the Christmas break. 

With preparation on our minds, we are continuing to 

work with our Year 12 and Year 13 students to ensure 

that they are well prepared and organised for their 

destinations post-18. Please find more details on our 

upcoming student finance and UCAS and careers               

evenings opposite. These events are always well                   

attended by students and parents and carers, and we 

look forward to welcoming as many of you as                     

possible to these events, albeit remotely this year via 

Google Live Stream. As ever, if there is any further 

information you would like us to provide as a Sixth 

Form team, please do let me know.                                                

                                                                  - Mr. B. Belstone. 

Post-18 Progression Routes Evening – 20th January: 

Each year, we offer our Year 12 students and their                    

parents and carers a Post-18 Progression Routes                    

Evening. During this evening, information on all possible 

destinations and pathways post-18 are discussed,                  

helping students and parents to have a better                          

understanding of the routes that students can take at the 

end of Year 13. The following information will be                        

discussed on the evening: 

• The UCAS and university application process 

• Apprenticeships and how to apply 

• Gap year opportunities and support 

We look forward to welcoming as many of you as                      

possible on the 20th January at 6:00pm via the Google 

Live Stream link that was sent out in a letter to Sixth 

Form parents this week. 

UCAS Deadline – 26th January: 

The deadline to submit UCAS applications to start                    

university in October 2022 was extended to 26th January 

last year to allow students and schools more time to 

submit applications. This deadline is for applicants to 

ensure their applications are fully considered. After this 

date, students can still apply to university, but if courses 

are full, then they can be turned down without their                   

applications being considered. Well done to all students 

who have already submitted their applications – we 

have submitted over 40 already this year! 

Tutor Time Overview: 

The key theme for this week is ‘Accountability’, and 

students in Sixth Form tutor groups have been                        

focusing on study skills, particularly what effective 

revision strategies look like, and their post-18                       

destinations. This will ensure that they are fully                   

prepared for their PPEs which are continuing to run 

for the rest of this week. Our tutor team has continued 

to speak with  students this to check on their                    

wellbeing during the PPE period. If you have any                  

concerns about your child during this time, and 

throughout the rest of the year, please do contact the 

Sixth Form Team (sixthform@chenderit.net) or the 

school’s inclusion team – all details for them, and 

wider agencies that can support can be found on the 

school’s wellbeing page on our website: http://

www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/well-being.asp  

Year 13 Student Finance Evening – 26th January: 

Now that the UCAS application cycle is drawing to a 

close, many Sixth Forms and colleges leave their students 

to manage their applications independently, especially in 

regards to their student finance applications. However, 

the amount of information about how to apply and the 

implications of student finances on future pay is                  

something that needs to be clearly understood by all who 

are involved in the process. In order to ensure our Year 13 

students and parents and carers are fully aware of the 

student finance application process, we have organised a 

talk on the topic which will give information on the key 

details above. The details and link to the Google Live 

Stream will be sent out in a letter next week to all                   

parents and carers of our Year 13 students. 

mailto:sixthform@chenderit.net
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/well-being.asp
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/well-being.asp




Last module, Year 7 White and Green Groups hand sewed a tie-dyed pouch.  Each student 

made their own template, cut out their own fabric, used a measuring gauge to mark their 

seams and carefully hand stitched their pouch.  We were very impressed with how hard 

they all worked to produce the smallest and neatest stitches to ensure that their end 

product was of the highest quality.  Well done Year 7 White and Green Groups! 

Mrs Morton and Mrs Jackson       

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

War Horse: 

  

Drama and Theatre students in Years 9 through to A-level have been 
embracing an excellent, limited-time opportunity to watch the National 
Theatre’s internationally-acclaimed, award-winning production of ‘War 
Horse’. The production is being streamed across lessons with students 
this month, and so far the students have provided enthused responses 
and have fully engaged with it, writing copious notes in preparation for 
their live theatre evaluation tasks, which are taking place across the 
Drama curriculum.  We cannot wait to read the final essays! 

PE 

School sports team training starts next week. All years football on Wednesday, 
netball and Y7 rugby on Thursday. Boys football fixtures plus netball fixtures start 
week beginning 24

th
 January – see website for details and we will again be                     

emailing to confirm availability and inform about fixtures. 

  

We are also trying to finalise some girls rugby taster training sessions, open to all 
girls, with Towcester Rugby Club which will hopefully be on 3 consecutive                 
Mondays. More information on the way. 

  

Please also see the flyer about another girls rugby opportunity in Northampton! 

  

Will be back with more school sport news in two weeks time! 





New Exhibition at the Heseltine Gallery: “FIRST IMPRINTS” 

A new year is always exciting and it is certain that 2022 will bring all of us 

new opportunities and new challenges. This week, we have been                          

delighted to officially open The Heseltine Gallery’s newest exhibition: 

“First Imprints”. The exhibition is an exciting collaboration between Oxford 

University Museum of Natural History and The Oxford Printmakers, and is 

a visual exploration of the origins of life on our planet. Behind the scenes, 

we have known about this exhibition for a long time, as we had originally 

hoped it would open in September 2020, but this had to be rescheduled 

because of the pandemic. We are so excited that this exhibition has                      

finally arrived! It is wonderful to finally see the work on display and we 

feel very lucky to be involved in such a fabulous initiative. 

One of the most exciting aspects of this exhibition is the strong connection that it makes                         

between art and science. The Heseltine Gallery has, since it was founded, always been an                  

important feature of Chenderit School, but one of the things that we want to see more of is for 

students, parents and the wider community to engage with the work displayed more directly. We 

know that learning shouldn’t ever be confined to the classroom, and so want to be able to                   

facilitate a range of exhibitions that all members of our community can find interesting and                    

inspiring. This “First Imprints” exhibition will give all students the opportunity to explore how                 

exhibitions can link directly to the curriculum, and can give everyone a chance to learn in new 

ways. (Students: come and have a look at the work displayed!) Over the last week, science                 

students from Year Seven have visited the gallery in lesson time, 

and have discussed the artwork in relation to their learning in                 

science, in preparation for talks from the Oxford University                     

Museum of Natural History and the Oxford Printmakers next week. 

What a fabulous opportunity for these young people! We hope this 

is a success and that we can offer more exhibitions like this in the 

future. Finding connections between subject areas can be such a 

magical moment, and can really help students consolidate their        

understanding, particularly for those students who respond best to 

visual ways of learning. The exhibition is open until 06/02/2022. If 

you get a chance, please come and visit it, and help support this 

important school resource. We are sure you will be as delighted 

with the artwork as we are, and that the ideas behind each piece 

will intrigue and impress you! 

 

Are you a photographer in the making? 

After “First Imprints”, the next exhibition at The Heseltine Gallery will be “Focus on                                 
Photography”. This is our 2022 Open Photography exhibition, which we hope will give all                         
members of our community, including students, parents and friends, the opportunity to                            
showcase their talents. We know from last time that those who took part and submitted some of 
their photographs for display were incredibly proud of being a part of this fantastic exhibition. 
This could be the moment that an interest in photography becomes something more significant! 
Please get involved if you can- take the opportunity and make yourself proud! The deadline for 
submissions is 29/01/22. All details of how to take part in this exhibition are on the gallery                 
website, www.theheseltinegallery.org.uk/exhibitions-and-events/fop22 



A message from the Chair of Governors 
 
 
We are currently seeking new governors and would be keen to meet you if you feel you would 
like to join our Governing Body. 
 
Our school’s Governing Body is made up of parents, staff and community members; people from 
all walks of life, with a range of different backgrounds, skills and experiences. We are all                              
volunteers who work together for the benefit of Chenderit School.  
 
As part of our succession planning, we are currently looking for new Governors and would be 
delighted to hear from anyone who has: 
  

• an interest in the performance of our school  

• an open and enquiring mind  

• the ability to look at issues objectively  

• the confidence to ask questions and join in debate  

• a willingness to listen and make informed judgements  

• the ability to work well with others  

• time to spare  
 
What is the Governing Body’s Role?  
 
The Governing Body of our school has three key functions:  

• To maintain our clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction  

• To oversee the financial performance of the school and make sure our money is well spent  

• To engage with the Leadership Team on the educational performance of the school and its 
students  

 
What can we offer?  
 

• A chance to develop skills in strategic leadership and management  

• The ability to engage with students, staff, parents and the school community  

• The opportunity to address a range of education issues within the school (e.g.                                
disadvantaged pupil performance, staff workload and teacher recruitment)  

• The opportunity to approve budgets and decide how money is best spent  

• The chance to sit on panels and make decisions about a range of matters including student 
exclusions and staff employment matters  

 
As well as preparing for and attending meetings, governors are also asked to look at specific          
areas of the school’s work in more detail. To help support governors, everyone has access to 
further training to help build on existing skills or to develop new ones. 
 
Being a school governor is a challenging but hugely rewarding role. If you would like the                               
opportunity to make a real difference to the young people of Chenderit School, give something 
back to your local community and use and develop your skills in a board-level environment, 
please contact Mrs Jo Davies:  jdavies@chenderit.net (01295 711567 ext 216) in the first                         
instance. 
 



HISTORY 

Remains of Roman town found near Chipping Warden! 

Roman town’s remains found below Northamptonshire field on HS2 route 
 

What’s been happening at Blackgrounds? 
-Workers were preparing ground works for the 
HS2 rail link.  They discovered the remains of 
buildings whilst digging.  Archaeologists were 
called in.   
-80 archaeologists have been working on the 
site called Blackgrounds (because of the rich 
black soil) over the past 12 months. 
-They discovered that Blackgrounds was a 
trading town in the Roman period 43-410 CE.  
They found a 10 metre wide road, remains of 
80 Iron-Age roundhouses and rectangular                  
Roman-style buildings, coins and pottery from 
throughout the period, and small finds that tell 
us of the lifestyles of the people who lived here. 
                                                                                        
                                                                                            Blackgrounds site 
 
 
Why is this important? 
-The road has been described as a ‘Roman dual carriageway.’  Most Roman roads were only 5 metres 
wide. 
-The coins found at the site tell us that it was occupied before the Roman period (during the Iron Age) and 
then prospered during Roman times. 
-The buildings changed from round to rectangular during the period showing that the people who lived 
there were keen to adopt Roman ideas. 
-Some of the small finds also show this ‘Romanisation.’  A woman’s hairpin, shows that women were 
keen to adopt the fashionable Roman hairstyle. 
-It shows that the people living in this area during Roman times were keen traders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       Roman hairpins 
 
 
                                                                                              Fashionable Roman woman’s hairdo 
 
 
Want to know more? 
 
-Try this article form the Guardian newspaper: 
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2022/jan/11/roman-town-found-northamptonshire-field-hs2-route 
-This from the BBC: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-northamptonshire-59943179 
-Or watch Digging for Britain (episode 4) on iPlayer: https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0013dx6/
digging-for-britain-series-9-episode-4 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2022/jan/11/roman-town-found-northamptonshire-field-hs2-route
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-northamptonshire-59943179
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0013dx6/digging-for-britain-series-9-episode-4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0013dx6/digging-for-britain-series-9-episode-4




Head of Learning for Year 11 letter  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Once again the pace of each week seems to gallop by and the Christmas break is already beginning to 
feel like a distant memory. I hope you do not feel that it is a little late to wish you all a Happy New Year 
but this is my first opportunity of the term. 

As our Year 11 students returned to school last Wednesday they were once again met by staff armed 
with boxes of Lateral Flow Testing kits ready to welcome them into the sports hall to take a Covid test. 
Once again the students took the testing in their stride as another nod towards a regular feature of school 
life. For our Year 11 students this act signified a different start to the spring term compared with last 
year’s Year 11 students who were entering a new lock down. Most of our Year 11 students, I believe, 
were glad to be back and starting the term, understanding very clearly that they have a very busy term 
ahead of them again. The following points are all too clearly highly relevant to all year 11 students, as I 
raised with them in last week’s assembly! 

 

Year 11 Virtual Subject Parents Evening 

Last Friday I sent out a letter to Year 11 parents/carers inviting them to the virtual parents evening that 
will take place on Wednesday 19th January. Please make sure that you have accessed the Parent                     
Booking.com website and chosen the 5 minute timed slots to be able to speak to your child’s subject 
teachers. With the letter I sent a help guide to illustrate how to use your personal devices to make the 
booking of appointments straightforward. If you encounter any problems with making appointments for 
the parents evening please contact me as soon as possible so that I can contact our IT support team to 
assist you.  

The Parents Evening appointments will have a duel role in, firstly, identifying any concerns with learning 
that came out of the recent Interim Report that went out on Tuesday 14th December. Secondly, to discuss 
how your child can prepare for the next set of Pre-Public exams that are only 3 weeks away. Please try 
to have your child with you for the virtual appointments as much of the advice that teachers will be giving 
will be most relevant to them but will also be vital for your understanding of the current progress in                       
lessons and what your child still needs to do to achieve their target grades. 

 

Second round of Pre-Public Exams 

The next round of Pre-Public Exams will start on Monday 31st January, run for two weeks, and finish on 
Friday 11th February, which is the day students break up for half term. With current uncertainty as to 
whether Year 11 students will take a formal exam in their GCSE subjects in May and June this year, it is 
vital that students prepare as much as possible to do well in this round of Pre-Public Exams. The notion 
of Teacher Assessed Grades being used again this year to determine the outcome of students’ final 
GCSE grades means that the evidence provided by both sets of Pre-Public Exams will be key to subject 
teachers making secure judgements about each student’s ability and performance. 

Once again, can I ask that parents and carers discuss these forthcoming Pre-Public Exams with their 
child and help them to prepare in the best possible ways. The following good home revision habits used 
over the next three weeks will help your child stay healthy and on top of their revision: 

• A measured and co-ordinated approach to revising for each exam over the three weeks leading up to 
the exams. Students will need to create their own revision timetable to help them stay organised and 
less stressed about when they should spend time revising. Please contact your child’s tutor or myself 
if you need advice on the best revision strategies they can use. Each student responds to different 
types of revision styles, one strategy does not suit every student, they need to try out different                        
methods and find the ones that work well for them. 

• Plenty of sleep so that students can cope with their exams each day and the recall of information 
needed to do well in them. 

• A calm and quiet environment to work and revise in at home with little/no distractions. 

• Request mobile phones are handed to you to look after to avoid the temptation of students peeking in 
to apps, YouTube videos or catching up with friends. 

• A good diet of sensible foods to give them the energy needed to perform well. 

• Plenty of water to keep them hydrated; avoiding sugary soft drinks and high caffeine drinks which do 
not help keep a clear head. 

 



Extra-curricular provision 

At this point I would like to remind parent and carers of the ongoing extra-curricular support that                          
departments and subject teachers will continue to offer students again this term. A revised timetable of 
each departments after school workshops and classes has been created by Mr Lloyd Jones (Deputy 
Head teacher) and disseminated to all subject staff and tutors. This list of workshops and classes is                        
predominantly aimed at offering further support for our Year 11 and Year 13 students. It may be                               
advisable, in your discussions with subject teachers at the forthcoming parents evening, to raise the idea 
of when your child could attend the after school classes being provided by teachers. Most workshops 
and after school classes run straight after school for approximately one hour, with the exception of                            
Monday’s when many staff are engaged in other calendared meetings. Attending some of the workshops 
offered by your child’s subject teachers could be an ideal way of kick-starting their revision and                             
preparation for the Pre-Public Exams in three weeks’ time. Please contact me, or your child’s subject 
teacher, if you would like to know more about the workshops that your child could attend this term.  

 

Passport to Success 

Finally, I would like to mention another competition that I am launching on Monday 17th January called 
the ‘Passport to Success’. The competition aims to encourage Year 11 students to engage in different 
opportunities to help them to succeed and make progress in each of their subjects. Students will carry an 
A5 booklet with them each day and gain staff signatures as evidence of opportunities being taken and 
completed e.g. voluntarily attending an after school workshop in one of their timetabled subjects to                    
support revision. When the booklet of signatures is completed it will go into a prize draw for a 1st, 2nd and 
3rd placed prize of Amazon Gift Cards worth up to £50! The competition will run for the rest of the spring 
term with the final draw being made in the week student’s finish for the Easter break. Please keep an eye 
out for your child bringing one of the Passports to Success cards home with them and encourage them in 
their endeavours to gain as many of their teachers signatures as possible to be able to enter the draw.  

I think that you will agree that there is a lot going on this term for our Year 11 students. Please continue 
to support your child at home in all the ways described above and please contact myself, tutors, subject 
teachers or Heads of Departments if you have any questions about how we can all support your child in 
this important term with their education and development as young people. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Toby Holland – Head of Learning for Year 11 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

MFL NEWS    

        
Frohes Neues Jahr                      Bonne année      
 
Stars of MFL learning  
 
We would like to congratulate the following students for their hard work and contributions to               
lessons over the last couple of weeks. Well done! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Language News 

 

Year 11 PPEs- Jan/ Feb, 2022  

 
Year 11 will have their second PPE (mock) speaking assessment this month, beginning the 
week beginning 17th January and this will be done over a two-week period. Students will be      
given the exact details by their teachers very soon but they have been preparing for these in 
class. They have also been given a revision topic list and advice on how to revise. The main 
PPE exams will begin in the week beginning 31st January and last for two weeks.  

 

Good luck to all Year 11 students - we are here to help you, so please ask if you have any           
questions. 

 

Name Year  Language 

Declan Timms 11 German 

Pippa Bullock              11 German 

Georgie Williams 11 German 

Max Rasaki               10 German  

Molly Davis              10 German 

Lexi Scholz                  9 German 

Ethan Smith                  9 German 

Sophie Shepherd     9 German 

Oliver Philips       8 German 

Emily Tanner                 8 German 

Mikolaj Lapinski     7 French 

Xanthe Gibbins     7 French 

Conor Jenkins     7 French 

Kian Byrne                  8 French 

Toby Godfrey                  8 French 

Bliss Bailey                 8 French 

Ted Harper                 8 French 

Alfie Kendall                  8 French 



German New Year traditions  

 
Just like in the U.K. Germans, Austrians and the Swiss often celebrate with fireworks in major 
cities and there are large crowds watching this and, often, a concert by famous artists. In                   
German, New Year’s Eve is known as ‘Silvester’ and to wish someone a happy new year you 
would say’ Frohes Neues Jahr’ or ‘Ich wünsche dir einen guten Rutsch ins Neue Jahr’ (I wish 
you a good ‘slide’ into the new year) 
 
There is an unusual traditional British film, which many people watch on T.V. each New Year’s 
Eve in Germany, Austria, Switzerland and several other countries. It is called ‘Dinner For One’ 
and it was made in 1963. It is about an old lady who celebrates her birthday each New Year’s 
Eve by inviting her best friends to dinner. Unfortunately, her friends have all died and so her                           
butler has to fill in for them and also serve the meal. It is an unusual comedy and it is only 18 
minutes long but it is very popular with German- speaking people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another tradition is eating  Berliner Pfannkuchen (jelly-filled doughnuts) 

Although they are generally available year-round, German bakeries bake up extra amounts of 
Berliner Pfannkuchen for New Year’s and Karneval/Fasching. These German-style doughnuts 
usually have a jelly (Konfitüre) filling in the centre, but in a practical-joker twist, a few random 
Berliner may have a surprise taste of mustard or onions rather than jelly! 
Reference: https://www.german-way.com/history-and-culture/holidays-and-celebrations/silvester-new-years-eve-germany/ 

 

French New Year 

In France, the New Year’s Eve celebration is called “Le Réveillon de la Saint-Sylvestre”. 

It is celebrated with a feast which consists of traditional dishes like pancakes, foie gras and 
champagne. ... At midnight, everyone kisses under the mistletoe and offers best wishes for the 
new year. 

On 6 January in honour of the Epiphany (the day 
when the Three Kings visited baby Jesus), it is     
traditional to share with family, friends or                     
neighbours a slice or two of La Galette des Rois, 
or French King cake. 

 

A traditional  “La Galette des Rois”  

https://www.german-way.com/history-and-culture/holidays-and-celebrations/silvester-new-years-eve-germany/


Calling all Year 8 students - it will soon by time to think about your GCSE        

options.  

 

 



DRAMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of our A-level Drama and Theatre stars Lochlan Bullworthy (Year 13) will be 

starring  in the Eydon Players production of Treasure Island this week, playing 

Captain Hornblower Smellit!  Blow away the cobwebs and join in the panto                          

festivities and support this local community production if you can. There are limited 

tickets available! 

 

Please use the link below to purchase tickets: 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/Eydon-players/e-llozqb 

 

parents-booking.com 
 

We have made the decision that while the UK continues to report high numbers of 
the Omicron variant we shall continue to use parents-booking.com for all parents’ 
evenings. To make your appointments please login at: www.parents-
booking.co.uk/chenderit. Further details about how to log in to the platform can be 
found in the guide for parents/carers at the end of this week’s KIT, and in the letter 
you will receive inviting you to book your appointment.  

We shall review our position at February half term; however, the 5-10 minute                  
discussions about Y9 options with the Senior Leadership Team, will take place in 
early March through parents-booking.com.  

We thank you for embracing this new technology and for booking your                                 

appointments online.  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/Eydon-players/e-llozqb
http://parents-booking.com
http://parents-booking.com
http://www.parents-booking.co.uk/chenderit
http://www.parents-booking.co.uk/chenderit
http://parents-booking.com








 


